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The House met at 9 a.m. and was ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER formance, continued economic

called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Merciful God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

On this day, in the midst of some-
times contentious debate, we ask again
that You give all Members peace and
patience, with wisdom and courage to
do what is best for our Nation.

Perplexing and competing questions
and answers challenge us all to remem-
ber that our Nation is a people de-
scended from immigrants, most in his-
tory, and many in faith. May all Amer-
icans, and those Members who rep-
resent them here, rise to the challenge
of these days and prove to be the best
of ourselves.

As always, may all that is done be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

—————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. DOGGETT led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

VIRGINIA’S PAPER AND WOOD
PRODUCTS INDUSTRY

(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to support the paper and wood
products industry in Virginia, which
employs over 1,500 men and women in
my district; and I wish to recognize the
achievements of the industry in im-
proving purchased energy efficiencies.

Sustainability is inherent to the
pulp, paper, packaging, tissue, and
wood products manufacturing industry.
These products are made from renew-
able and recyclable resources, and
these companies have a good track
record of managing natural resources
in order to ensure that they can con-
tinue making useful products in the fu-
ture.

In 2011, the industry established the
Better Practices, Better Planet 2020
initiative, pursuing one of the most ex-
tensive sets of sustainability goals es-
tablished for a U.S. manufacturing in-
dustry. This week, the American For-
est and Paper Association is releasing
their 2016 report on the industry’s per-
formance.

The industry has improved their pur-
chased energy use per ton of produc-
tion by 8.1 percent in 2014 compared to
the 2005 baseline year, nearing the goal
of at least a 10 percent improvement—
and some pulp and paper mills are
largely energy self-sufficient. In 2014,
15 percent of electricity needed to
power manufacturing processes was
self-generated, in some cases supplying
energy to the electric utility grid.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
congratulating this industry on taking
steps to improve environmental per-

progress, and support of our commu-
nities. I am proud of this industry’s
progress and their continued commit-
ment to advance sustainability per-
formance and the fact that they pro-
vide jobs throughout the TUnited
States.

IN MEMORY OF SETH RICH

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart. I rise to honor the memory of an
extraordinary young man who worked
in dedicated service at the Democratic
National Committee, Seth Conrad
Rich.

Seth was just 27 years old when he
was killed this past weekend in our Na-
tion’s Capital, the victim of an un-
known shooter. He was a dedicated,
selfless public servant, protecting one
of our most essential freedoms: the
right of all Americans to vote. He car-
ried out this work because he believed
that together we could make the world
a better place. We were fortunate to
know and work with him.

Just last Friday, Seth wrote a re-
sponse on Facebook to the terrible
shootings in Dallas. He wrote:

Stop hating each other. . . . We have
to be better and more true. . . . Please,
stop killing each other.

I hope the Members of this body will
join me in offering our deepest
thoughts and prayers to the Rich fam-
ily today, but thoughts and prayers are
simply not enough.

In Seth’s prescient words: We must

stop the hate. We must be better and
more true.
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TAKE STOCK

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to acknowledge what is
happening in America. I think it is im-
portant that all of us, every single cit-
izen, take stock of what is going on in
our country.

There are a lot of people hurting.
There are a lot of people upset, high
anxiety, a lot of confusion. I think this
is a time for us to take stock as citi-
zens and to think about how we can be
better listeners to each others’ con-
cerns. I think this is a time for us to
calm down and think deliberatively:
How do we open our heart, open our
ears, and see if we can understand the
perspective that other people share?

I think there is one thing that we
must all reflect on the most as citi-
zens. I think about Chief Brown in Dal-
las and that press conference he gave a
week ago, where he said: Most days, we
don’t feel appreciated. Let’s not make
this most days.

When a member of our law enforce-
ment wakes up, gets out of bed, has
breakfast with their family, Kkisses
their loved ones good-bye, puts that
badge on, and walks out the door, they
go out there to keep us safe. They go
out there to protect the streets. They
go out there and risk their lives to pre-
serve our lives.

We throw a lot of big words around in
this Chamber: ‘“‘duty,” ‘honor,” ‘‘sac-
rifice.” They do it every single day. So
I think it is so important that, as
Americans, we take stock and we
thank the men and women serving in
our law enforcement all around this
country for what they do for us. I think
it is really important that we thank
their families for enduring the stress
and the hardship that comes with such
a job.

As we try to make most days dif-
ferent than most days in the past, and
as we try to make sure that we give
our law enforcement community the
respect and the thankfulness that they
deserve, let’s make sure that we listen
to each other in this country so we can
better understand, so that we can
make most days in the future better
days than we have had in the past.

Our country is hurting, and it needs
to start healing. I urge all Americans
to do their best to make this country
better.

————

TAKE STOCK ON ALL SIDES

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank Speaker RYAN for his com-
ments this morning and thank him so
much for asking the people of our great
country to take stock. I want us to
take stock in more ways than one.

I often talk about having been born
and raised in a parsonage. One of the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

earliest discussions I remember my fa-
ther having was with a few other min-
isters trying to decide what to do
about getting rid of a minister that
had betrayed his trust. So I think that
we have to look at these issues on all
sides.

I honor police officers. I have rel-
atives who are police officers. I have
great friends who are police officers.
But the fact of the matter is there are
times when people of the cloth need to
be defrocked, and there are times when
people in the law enforcement commu-
nity need to take stock.

The fact of the matter is we do know
that any time you see a young African
American being stopped 52 times by
one jurisdiction, something is wrong.
And I say to my 21-year-old grandson
son: When you are stopped by the po-
lice, suppress your manhood so that
you can be sure that you come home
safe at night.

Let’s take stock on all sides of this
issue. This is not about being against
law enforcement. I support law enforce-
ment, but I do not support those who
use the color blue to commit criminal
acts.

———

FACES OF MANUFACTURING RE-
CIPIENT: SAVANNAH GLOBAL SO-
LUTIONS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of Savan-
nah Global Solutions Company in Pem-
broke, Georgia, for being Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology’s Faces of Manufac-
turing award recipient for June of 2016.

This prestigious award presented by
Georgia Tech and the Georgia Manu-
facturing Extension Partnership pro-
gram honors a company each month
that embodies the face of manufac-
turing in Georgia.

Savannah Global Solutions began as
Savannah Forestry Equipment in 1987.
After diving head first into the forestry
market, the company grew as an exam-
ple of the American success story.
Now, the company operates on an
international scale and maintains mul-
tiple patents. Furthermore, in 2014, the
Small Business Association awarded
Savannah Global Solutions with the
Exporter of the Year award.

I am honored to have Savannah Glob-
al Solutions in the First Congressional
District of Georgia and thank them for
the work they have done to grow
America’s economy. I wish them the
best of luck in the future.

———

UNWILLINGNESS TO WORK HARD
AT THE HARD WORK THAT MUST
BE DONE
(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, today

Republicans are shutting down this
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Congress for the next 53 days. That is
true. Most Americans probably won’t
notice the difference since the Con-
gress has accomplished so little this
year.

Last week, Republicans told us this
House needed to act on their Homeland
Safety and Security Act; but this
week, they have abandoned that act be-
cause they were so fearful that it
would lead to a discussion of gun vio-
lence.

It is much like what happened last
year when they had a much-ballyhooed
border security bill that would do as
much for the border, I guess, as Donald
Trump. But at the thought that it
might lead to a debate about real im-
migration reform, they shelved it,
abandoned it, and have long forgotten
it.

When they leave prematurely today,
they will have done nothing to accom-
plish a Dbipartisan response to the
spreading Zika virus, which yesterday
led to the birth of the first child with
Zika-related birth defects in Texas. Ex-
perts say many more are to come. They
will have done nothing about the lead
contamination of families in Flint,
nothing about justice reform, nothing
about the budget.

There is an unwillingness to cope
with the problems American families
face. They have so many needs. There
are so many challenges our country
faces that we need to work on, but this
Congress is totally incapable of doing
that work.

————

WILLIAM “BILL” COORS’ 100TH
BIRTHDAY

(Mr. TIPTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the 100th birthday of
Bill Coors, a resident of Golden, Colo-
rado. He will be celebrating this mo-
mentous birthday on August 11, 2016.
Bill is the grandson of Adolph Coors,
the founder of Coors Brewing Company.

After graduating with a master’s de-
gree in chemical engineering from
Princeton University in 1939, Bill began
in the family business. Over the course
of 64 years, he worked his way up in the
business ranks, starting as a chemical
engineer and eventually earning the
title of president of the company. Bill
retired from Coors in 2003 at the tender
age of 87.

When Bill first started at Coors, the
company was a regional operation.
Today, Coors beer is a recognized brand
throughout the world. This serves as a
testament to Bill’s determination and
hard work.

His management of Coors Brewing
Company has had a tremendous impact
on the Third Congressional District of
Colorado, and it continues to provide
jobs in all parts of the production proc-
ess, from the earliest stages in the bar-
ley fields to the delivery trucks that
carry Coors products to their final des-
tination.
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Mr. Speaker, Bill Coors’ life has been
full of incredible accomplishments. As
a brewery pioneer, a successful man-
ager for his family’s company, and a
lifelong Coloradoan, Bill is truly an in-
spiration for all. It is an honor to pay
tribute to Bill’s life and legacy. I wish
him a very happy 100th birthday this
year.

————
O 0915
DON'T HAVE TIME FOR THAT

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, Congress
is leaving town for 53 days, the longest
break that anyone can remember for
Congress to leave town. But I guess,
you Kknow, there are no important
issues confronting the country. Zika
virus—no additional funding, spreading
north into the U.S., don’t have time for
that. Background checks for firearms
purchases, don’t have time for that.

But they do have time for a couple of
little things here, you know. Every

day, Republicans are for states’
rights—except, well, maybe, kind of,
today.

The State of Vermont passed a law
requiring labeling foods produced with
GMOs. A number of the major compa-
nies are already doing it. Here are
some M&Ms. But they are saying it is
impossible, impractical, and the Amer-
ican people don’t want to know, and
even if they did want to know, we don’t
want them to know.

So, today, they are going to pass a
bill to take care of their corporate
friends that will preempt any State
from having a meaningful labeling law
to inform their citizens, something
over 90 percent of Americans would
like when it comes to GMOs. And they
are going to come up with a meaning-
less proposal to say, oh, well, you can
put a QR code on there, and everybody
will pull out their iPhone, and you can
give them a lot of information.

Instead, we could just do what Mars
has already done here: ‘‘partially pro-
duced with genetic engineering.” But
there are a lot of big corporations that
don’t want to do that.

———

COAL MINERS’ BENEFITS AND
PENSIONS

(Mr. MCKINLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. McKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, the
healthcare benefits and pensions for
120,000 coal miners and their families
are in serious jeopardy due to bank-
ruptcies and challenges in the coal in-
dustry. This issue isn’t just about a
shortfall of funds; it is about people’s
lives.

A retired coal miner told me his wife
has cancer. He was so afraid of losing
his healthcare coverage he was nearly
in tears. Another retiree told me that
he needs his pension to take care of his
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handicapped granddaughter. These
miners are scared.

Coal miners helped build this coun-
try. They have earned these benefits,
and they deserve to have the secure re-
tirement they worked so hard for. Leg-
islation I have been working on for
over 3 years will help protect the
health care and benefits for these retir-
ees and their families. We need to act
soon. Time is running out.

Promises were made, promises made
by the Federal Government years ago,
and those promises need to be Kkept.
Let’s get this bill to the floor so these
families can have peace of mind and
know that we care about them.

————

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise to
give notice of my intention to raise a
question of the privileges of the House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

House Resolution 828. Impeaching
John Andrew Koskinen, Commissioner
of the Internal Revenue Service, for
high crimes and misdemeanors.

Resolved, that John Andrew
Koskinen, Commissioner of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, is impeached for
high crimes and misdemeanors and
that the following articles of impeach-
ment be exhibited to the Senate:

Articles of impeachment exhibited by
the House of Representatives of the
United States of America in the name
of itself and of the people of the United
States of America, against John An-
drew Koskinen, Commissioner of the
Internal Revenue Service, in mainte-
nance and support of its impeachment
against him for high crimes and mis-
demeanors.

Article 1:

John Andrew Koskinen, in his con-
duct while Commissioner of the Inter-
nal Revenue Service, engaged in a pat-
tern of conduct that is incompatible
with his duties as an officer of the
United States, as follows:

Commissioner Koskinen failed in his
duty to respond to lawfully issued con-
gressional subpoenas. On August 2,
2013, the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform of the House of
Representatives issued a subpoena to
the Secretary of the Treasury, Jacob
Lew, the custodian of the Internal Rev-
enue Service documents. That sub-
poena demanded, among other things,
“all communications sent or received
by Lois Lerner from January 1, 2009, to
August 2, 2013.”

On February 14, 2014, following the
Senate’s confirmation of John Andrew
Koskinen as Commissioner of the In-
ternal Revenue Service, the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform
of the House of Representatives re-
issued the subpoena to him.

On March 4, 2014, Internal Revenue
Service employees in Martinsburg,

H4931

West Virginia, magnetically erased 422
backup tapes, destroying as many as
24,000 of Lois Lerner’s emails respon-
sive to the subpoena. This action im-
peded congressional investigations into
the Internal Revenue Service targeting
of Americans based on their political
affiliation. The American people may
never know the true culpability or ex-
tent of the Internal Revenue Service
targeting because of the destruction of
evidence that took place.

Wherefore, John Andrew KosKkinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment and trial and removal from of-
fice.

Article 2:

John Andrew Koskinen engaged in a
pattern of deception that demonstrates
his unfitness to serve as Commissioner
of the Internal Revenue Service. Com-
missioner Koskinen made a series of
false and misleading statements to
Congress in contravention of his oath
to tell the truth. Those false state-
ments included the following:

Number 1, on June 20, 2014, Commis-
sioner Koskinen testified that ‘‘since
the start of this investigation, every
email has been preserved. Nothing has
been lost. Nothing has been de-
stroyed.”

Number 2, on June 23, 2014, Commis-
sioner Koskinen testified that the In-
ternal Revenue Service had ‘‘confirmed
that backup tapes from 2011 no longer
existed because they have been recy-
cled, pursuant to the Internal Revenue
Service’s normal policy.”” He went on
to explain that ‘‘confirmed means that
somebody went back and looked and
made sure that, in fact, any backup
tapes that had existed had been recy-
cled.”

Number 3, on March 26, 2014, Commis-
sioner Koskinen was asked during a
hearing before the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform of the
House of Representatives, ‘‘Sir, are you
or are you not going to provide this
committee all of Lois Lerner’s
emails?”’ He answered, ‘‘Yes, we will do
that.”

Each of those statements was materi-
ally false.

On March 4, 2014, Internal Revenue
Service employees magnetically erased
422 backup tapes containing as many as
24,000 of Lois Lerner’s emails.

On February 2, 2014, senior Internal
Revenue Service officials discovered
that Lois Lerner’s computer hard drive
had crashed, rendering hundreds or
thousands of her emails unrecoverable.
Commissioner Koskinen’s false state-
ments impeded and confused congres-
sional investigations into the Internal
Revenue Service targeting of Ameri-
cans based on their political affili-
ation.

Wherefore, John Andrew KosKkinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment and trial and removal from of-
fice.

Article 3:

John Andrew Koskinen, throughout
his tenure as Commissioner of the In-
ternal Revenue Service, has acted in a
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manner inconsistent with the trust and
confidence placed in him as an officer
of the United States, as follows:

During his confirmation hearing be-
fore the Senate Committee on Finance,
John Andrew Koskinen promised, ‘“We
will be transparent about any problems
we run into; and the public and cer-
tainly this committee will know about
those problems as soon as we do.”

Commissioner Koskinen repeatedly
violated that promise. As early as Feb-
ruary 2014 and no later than April 2014,
he was aware that a substantial por-
tion of Lois Lerner’s emails could not
be produced to Congress. However, in a
March 19, 2014, letter to Senator WYDEN
of the Senate Committee on Finance,
Commissioner Koskinen said, ‘“We are
transmitting today additional informa-
tion that we believe completes our pro-
duction to your committee and the
House Ways and Means Committee. In
light of those productions, I hope that
the investigations can be concluded in
the very near future.”

At the time he sent that letter, he
knew that the document production
was not complete.

Commissioner Koskinen did not no-
tify Congress of any problem until
June 13, 2014, when he included the in-
formation on the fifth page of the third
enclosure of a letter to the Senate
Committee on Finance.

Wherefore, John Andrew Koskinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment and trial and removal from of-
fice.

Article 4:

John Andrew Koskinen has failed to
act with competence and forthright-
ness in overseeing the investigation
into Internal Revenue Service tar-
geting of Americans because of their
political affiliations as follows:

Commissioner Koskinen stated in a
hearing on June 20, 2014, that the Inter-
nal Revenue Service had ‘‘gone to great
lengths” to retrieve all of Lois Lerner’s
emails. Commissioner Koskinen’s ac-
tions contradicted the assurances he
gave to Congress.

The Treasury Inspector General for
Tax Administration found over 1,000 of
Lois Lerner’s emails that the Internal
Revenue Service had failed to produce.
Those discoveries took only 15 days of
investigation to uncover. The Treasury
Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion searched a number of available
sources, including disaster backup
tapes, Lois Lerner’s BlackBerry, the
email server, backup tapes for the
email server, and Lois Lerner’s tem-
porary replacement laptop. The Inter-
nal Revenue Service failed to examine
any of those sources in its own inves-
tigation.

Wherefore, John Andrew Koskinen,
by such conduct, warrants impeach-
ment, trial, and removal from office.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee). Under rule IX, a
resolution offered from the floor by a
Member other than the majority leader
or the minority leader as a question of
the privileges of the House has imme-
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diate precedence only at a time des-
ignated by the Chair within 2 legisla-
tive days after the resolution is prop-
erly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Louisiana will appear in
the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

———

PERMISSION TO POSTPONE PRO-
CEEDINGS ON MOTION TO CON-
CUR ON 8. 764, NATIONAL SEA
GRANT COLLEGE PROGRAM
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the question
on adoption of the motion to concur on
S. 764 be subject to postponement as
though under clause 8 of rule XX.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE
PROGRAM AMENDMENTS ACT OF
2015

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 822, I call up
the bill (S. 764) to reauthorize and
amend the National Sea Grant College
Program Act, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment to the
House amendment thereto, and ask for
its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendment.

Senate amendment to House amend-
ment:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following:

SECTION 1. NATIONAL BIOENGINEERED FOOD
DISCLOSURE STANDARD.

The Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946 (7
U.S.C. 1621 et seq.) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

“Subtitle E—National Bioengineered Food

Disclosure Standard
“SEC. 291. DEFINITIONS.

“In this subtitle:

“(1) BIOENGINEERING.—The term ‘bio-
engineering’, and any Ssimilar term, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, with respect to a food,
refers to a food—

“(A) that contains genetic material that has
been modified through in vitro recombinant
deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) techniques; and

“(B) for which the modification could not oth-
erwise be obtained through conventional breed-
ing or found in nature.

“(2) Foop.—The term ‘food’ means a food (as
defined in section 201 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321)) that is
intended for human consumption.

““(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.

“SEC. 292. APPLICABILITY.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—This subtitle shall apply to
any claim in a disclosure that a food bears that
indicates that the food is a bioengineered food.
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““(b) APPLICATION OF DEFINITION.—The defini-
tion of the term ‘bioengineering’ under section
291 shall not affect any other definition, pro-
gram, rule, or regulation of the Federal Govern-
ment.

“(c) APPLICATION TO FOODS.—This subtitle
shall apply only to a food subject to—

““(1) the labeling requirements under the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C.
301 et seq.); or

“(2) the labeling requirements under the Fed-
eral Meat Inspection Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq.),
the Poultry Products Inspection Act (21 U.S.C.
451 et seq.), or the Egg Products Inspection Act
(21 U.S.C. 1031 et seq.) only if—

‘““(A) the most predominant ingredient of the
food would independently be subject to the la-
beling requirements under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.);
or

‘“(B)(i) the most predominant ingredient of the
food is broth, stock, water, or a similar solution;
and

‘‘(ii) the second-most predominant ingredient
of the food would independently be subject to
the labeling requirements under the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 301 et
seq.).

“SEC. 293. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL BIO-
ENGINEERED FOOD DISCLOSURE
STANDARD.

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MANDATORY STAND-
ARD.—Not later than 2 years after the date of
enactment of this subtitle, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) establish a national mandatory bioengi-
neered food disclosure standard with respect to
any bioengineered food and any food that may
be bioengineered; and

‘““(2) establish such requirements and proce-
dures as the Secretary determines necessary to
carry out the standard.

““(b) REGULATIONS.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—A food may bear a disclo-
sure that the food is bioengineered only in ac-
cordance with regulations promulgated by the
Secretary in accordance with this subtitle.

‘““(2) REQUIREMENTS.—A regulation promul-
gated by the Secretary in carrying out this sub-
title shall—

““(A) prohibit a food derived from an animal to
be considered a bioengineered food solely be-
cause the animal consumed feed produced from,
containing, or consisting of a bioengineered sub-
stance;

“(B) determine the amounts of a bioengi-
neered substance that may be present in food, as
appropriate, in order for the food to be a bio-
engineered food;

“(C) establish a process for requesting and
granting a determination by the Secretary re-
garding other factors and conditions under
which a food is considered a bioengineered food;

‘““(D) in accordance with subsection (d), re-
quire that the form of a food disclosure under
this section be a text, symbol, or electronic or
digital link, but excluding Internet website Uni-
form Resource Locators not embedded in the
link, with the disclosure option to be selected by
the food manufacturer;

‘““(E) provide alternative reasonable disclosure
options for food contained in small or very small
packages;

“(F) in the case of small food manufacturers,
provide—

‘(i) an implementation date that is not earlier
than 1 year after the implementation date for
regulations promulgated in accordance with this
section; and

“‘(ii)) on-package disclosure options, in addi-
tion to those available under subparagraph (D),
to be selected by the small food manufacturer,
that consist of—

‘“(I) a telephone number accompanied by ap-
propriate language to indicate that the phone
number provides access to additional informa-
tion; and

‘“(1I) an Internet website maintained by the
small food manufacturer in a manner consistent
with subsection (d), as appropriate; and
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‘“(G) exclude—

‘(i) food served in a restaurant or similar re-
tail food establishment; and

““(ii) very small food manufacturers.

‘““(3) SAFETY.—For the purpose of regulations
promulgated and food disclosures made pursu-
ant to paragraph (2), a bioengineered food that
has successfully completed the pre-market Fed-
eral regulatory review process shall not be treat-
ed as safer than, or not as safe as, a non-bio-
engineered counterpart of the food solely be-
cause the food is bioengineered or produced or
developed with the use of bioengineering.

“(c) STUDY OF ELECTRONIC OR DIGITAL LINK
DISCLOSURE.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this subtitle, the Sec-
retary shall conduct a study to identify poten-
tial technological challenges that may impact
whether consumers would have access to the
bioengineering disclosure through electronic or
digital disclosure methods.

‘““(2) PUBLIC COMMENTS.—In conducting the
study under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall
solicit and consider comments from the public.

““(3) FACTORS.—The study conducted under
paragraph (1) shall consider whether consumer
access to the bioengineering disclosure through
electronic or digital disclosure methods under
this subtitle would be affected by the following
factors:

‘“(A) The availability of wireless Internet or
cellular networks.

‘““(B) The availability of landline telephones in
stores.

‘“(C) Challenges facing small retailers and
rural retailers.

‘(D) The efforts that retailers and other enti-
ties have taken to address potential technology
and infrastructure challenges.

‘““(E) The costs and benefits of installing in re-
tail stores electronic or digital link scanners or
other evolving technology that provide bio-
engineering disclosure information.

““(4) ADDITIONAL DISCLOSURE OPTIONS.—If the
Secretary determines in the study conducted
under paragraph (1) that consumers, while
shopping, would not have sufficient access to
the bioengineering disclosure through electronic
or digital disclosure methods, the Secretary,
after consultation with food retailers and manu-
facturers, shall provide additional and com-
parable options to access the bioengineering dis-
closure.

‘““(d) DISCLOSURE.—In promulgating regula-
tions under this section, the Secretary shall en-
sure that—

‘(1) on-package language accompanies—

‘““(A) the electronic or digital link disclosure,
indicating that the electronic or digital link will
provide access to an Internet website or other
landing page by stating only ‘Scan here for
more food information’, or equivalent language
that only reflects technological changes; or

‘““(B) any telephone number disclosure, indi-
cating that the telephone number will provide
access to additional information by stating only
‘Call for more food information.’;

““(2) the electronic or digital link will provide
access to the bioengineering disclosure located,
in a consistent and conspicuous manner, on the
first product information page that appears for
the product on a mobile device, Internet website,
or other landing page, which shall exclude mar-
keting and promotional information;

“(3)(A) the electronic or digital link disclosure
may not collect, analyze, or sell any personally
identifiable information about consumers or the
devices of consumers; but

‘““(B) if information described in subparagraph
(A) must be collected to carry out the purposes
of this subtitle, that information shall be deleted
immediately and not used for any other pur-
pose;

‘““(4) the electronic or digital link disclosure
also includes a telephone number that provides
access to the bioengineering disclosure; and

“(5) the electronic or digital link disclosure is
of sufficient size to be easily and effectively
scanned or read by a digital device.
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““(e) STATE FOOD LABELING STANDARDS.—Not-
withstanding section 295, no State or political
subdivision of a State may directly or indirectly
establish under any authority or continue in ef-
fect as to any food in interstate commerce any
requirement relating to the labeling or disclosure
of whether a food is bioengineered or was devel-
oped or produced using bioengineering for a
food that is the subject of the national bioengi-
neered food disclosure standard under this sec-
tion that is not identical to the mandatory dis-
closure requirement under that standard.

“(f) CONSISTENCY WITH CERTAIN LAWS.—The
Secretary shall consider establishing consistency
between—

“(1) the national bioengineered food disclo-
sure standard established under this section;
and

““(2) the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990
(7 U.S.C. 6501 et seq.) and any rules or regula-
tions implementing that Act.

“(9) ENFORCEMENT.—

““(1) PROHIBITED ACT.—It shall be a prohibited
act for a person to knowingly fail to make a dis-
closure as required under this section.

““(2) RECORDKEEPING.—Each person subject to
the mandatory disclosure requirement under
this section shall maintain, and make available
to the Secretary, on request, such records as the
Secretary determines to be customary or reason-
able in the food industry, by regulation, to es-
tablish compliance with this section.

““(3) EXAMINATION AND AUDIT.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may con-
duct an erxamination, audit, or similar activity
with respect to any records required under para-
graph (2).

‘““(B) NOTICE AND HEARING.—A person subject
to an examination, audit, or similar activity
under subparagraph (A) shall be provided notice
and opportunity for a hearing on the results of
any examination, audit, or similar activity.

““(C) AUDIT RESULTS.—After the notice and
opportunity for a hearing under subparagraph
(B), the Secretary shall make public the sum-
mary of any examination, audit, or similar ac-
tivity under subparagraph (A).

““(4) RECALL AUTHORITY.—The Secretary shall
have no authority to recall any food subject to
this subtitle on the basis of whether the food
bears a disclosure that the food is bioengineered.
“SEC. 294. SAVINGS PROVISIONS.

““(a) TRADE.—This subtitle shall be applied in
a manner consistent with United States obliga-
tions under international agreements.

“(b) OTHER AUTHORITIES.—Nothing in this
subtitle—

“(1) affects the authority of the Secretary of
Health and Human Services or creates any
rights or obligations for any person under the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21
U.S.C. 301 et seq.); or

“(2) affects the authority of the Secretary of
the Treasury or creates any rights or obligations
for any person under the Federal Alcohol Ad-
ministration Act (27 U.S.C. 201 et seq.).

““(c) OTHER.—A food may mot be considered to
be ‘not bioengineered’, ‘non-GMO’, or any other
similar claim describing the absence of bio-
engineering in the food solely because the food
is not required to bear a disclosure that the food
is bioengineered under this subtitle.

“Subtitle F—Labeling of Certain Food
“SEC. 295. FEDERAL PREEMPTION.

“(a) DEFINITION OF FOOD.—In this subtitle,
the term ‘food’ has the meaning given the term
in section 201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321).

““(b) FEDERAL PREEMPTION.—No State or a po-
litical subdivision of a State may directly or in-
directly establish under any authority or con-
tinue in effect as to any food or seed in inter-
state commerce any requirement relating to the
labeling of whether a food (including food
served in a restaurant or similar establishment)
or seed is genetically engineered (which shall in-
clude such other similar terms as determined by
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the Secretary of Agriculture) or was developed

or produced using genetic engineering, includ-

ing any requirement for claims that a food or

seed is or contains an ingredient that was devel-

oped or produced using genetic engineering.

“SEC. 296. EXCLUSION FROM FEDERAL PREEMP-
TION.

“Nothing in this subtitle, subtitle E, or any
regulation, rule, or requirement promulgated in
accordance with this subtitle or subtitle E shall
be construed to preempt any remedy created by
a State or Federal statutory or common law
right.”’.

SEC. 2. ORGANICALLY PRODUCED FOOD.

In the case of a food certified under the na-
tional organic program established under the
Organic Foods Production Act of 1990 (7 U.S.C.
6501 et seq.), the certification shall be considered
sufficient to make a claim regarding the absence
of bioengineering in the food, such as ‘‘not bio-
engineered’’, ‘“‘non-GMO’’, or another similar
claim.

MOTION OFFERED BY MR. CONAWAY

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I have
a motion at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Clerk will designate the motion.

The text of the motion is as follows:

Mr. Conaway moves that the House concur
in the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the bill, S. 764.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 822, the mo-
tion shall be debatable for 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on Agriculture.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. CON-
AWAY) and the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. PETERSON) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

The
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on S. 764.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, for thousands of years,
mankind has used biotechnology in its
various forms to improve crops and
livestock. In fact, these technologies
have led to the evolution of nearly
every food product we consume and
have enabled us to enjoy the safest,
highest quality, and most abundant
and affordable supply food and fiber in
the history of the world.

The majority of the scientific com-
munity, including the American Med-
ical Association, the World Health Or-
ganization, and the National Academy
of Sciences, contends that food prod-
ucts grown with the use of bio-
technology are just as safe as, if not
safer than, any other food.

Just last month, a group of 107 Nobel
laureates joined the effort to fight
back against the anti-science, activist
group Greenpeace for its attempts to
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stifle these lifesaving advances. With
almost 800 million malnourished people
worldwide and the global population
expected to rise to 9 billion by 2050, we
are more reliant on biotechnology than
ever to meet the ever-increasing de-
mand for a safe and stable food supply.

In recent years, campaigns against
agricultural biotechnology have raised
concerns among consumers, and some
States have begun to implement arbi-
trary and inconsistent labeling laws
that threaten to increase consumer
confusion and food costs while ulti-
mately interfering with interstate
commerce.

The bill before us today addresses
these issues by providing a blueprint
for a nationwide uniform standard for
labeling products derived from bio-
technology. Though I believe the gov-
ernment should only require Ilabels
when it is a matter of health or safety,
or to provide valuable nutritional in-
formation, it is important that this
State-by-State patchwork not disrupt
the nationwide marketing of food.

With the Vermont mandate kicking
in earlier this month, time is now of
the essence. I reached out to USDA last
week, asking for clarification on the
limits of authority that the Senate bill
vests with the Secretary. USDA’S re-
sponse has helped to provide much-
needed clarity. I include in the RECORD
those letters.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, SUB-
COMMITTEE ON NUTRITION,

Washington, DC, July 7, 2016.
Mr. JEFFREY PRIETO,
General Counsel, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRIETO: In the next day or so,
the Senate is expected to vote on S. 764, a
bill requiring mandatory disclosure of ge-
netically engineered food. The House of Rep-
resentatives passed its own bill, the Safe and
Accurate Food Labeling Act of 2015, last
year. However, because of the time con-
straint imposed by the Vermont law, the
House and Senate will be unable to con-
ference the two bills and the House expects
to take up the Senate bill in a matter of
days. As a result, I am looking to the De-
partment to clarify some remaining areas of
ambiguity in the Senate’s legislation. Ac-
cordingly, I ask that the Department provide
answers to the following questions:

1. It is my understanding that the preemp-
tion provision is to take effect on the date of
enactment of this Act. Absent such clari-
fying language in this bill, I would like as-
surances from you that you understand the
above to be the intent of Congress and that
you would indeed interpret the language to
mean as such.

2. After reading the text of the bill, I had
serious concerns over what limitations ex-
isted as far as what can be required in the
actual disclosure. I was directed to look at
section 292 regarding applicability. As it was
explained to me, that section is meant to
limit the application of the disclosure re-
quirement only to the presence of the bio-
engineered food or ingredient. The language
seems somewhat unclear. Can you confirm
that the Department would have no author-
ity beyond requiring disclosure of the pres-
ence of a bioengineered food or ingredient?
Do the same limitations apply to the content
of the text or symbol options for disclosure?

3. In response to the study required by Sec.
293(c), the Secretary ‘‘shall provide addi-
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tional and comparable options to access the
bioengineering disclosure.”” Does this provi-
sion direct the Secretary to provide a means
of accessing the disclosure (e.g. paying to in-
stall land-line phones in supermarkets, pur-
chasing and donating mobile phones for cus-
tomers to able access QR codes, etc)? Does
this provision limit the Department’s au-
thority, simply providing additional disclo-
sure options comparable to those enumer-
ated in Sec. 293(b)(2)(D)?

4. There appears to be overlap between the
new authorities and limitations on authori-
ties conferred upon the Secretary and exist-
ing authorities. For instance, while this bill
specifies that there is no new recall author-
ity, the Department already has recall au-
thority. Is it your understanding that such
authorities cannot be used in the context of
bioengineered food disclosure unless the use
is specifically authorized by this bill?

Finally, the Senate bill provides no fund-
ing to implement the mandatory labeling
program. I would be remiss if! did not point
out that I, along with all parties with whom
I have conferred, expect this program to be
implemented by the Department using funds
not otherwise dedicated to ensuring the safe-
ty of our nation’s food supply.

Thank you for your willingness to work
with me on this matter. Again, given the
short timeframe, a prompt response to the
above questions would be appreciated.

Sincerely,
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman.
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE,
OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL,
Washington, DC, July 8, 2016.
Representative MICHAEL CONAWAY,
Chairman, House Committee on Agriculture,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN CONAWAY, Thank you for
your letter of July 7, 2016 inquiring as to var-
ious technical aspects of the legislative text
of the GMO labeling bill currently pending
before the U.S. Senate. The United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA), as the
lead implementing agency has carefully
studied this legislation from legal, program
policy, and scientific aspects. I will respond
in turn below to the questions raised in your
letter.

1. It is my understanding that the preemp-
tion provision is to take effect on the date of
enactment of this Act. Absent such clari-
fying language in this bill, I would like as-
surances from you that you understand the
above to be the intent of Congress and that
you would indeed interpret the language to
mean as such.

The preemption provisions in Sections
293(e) and 295 of the Senate bill are triggered
upon the date of enactment.

2. After reading the text of the bill, I had
serious concerns over what limitations ex-
isted as far as what can be required in the
actual disclosure. I was directed to look at
section 292 regarding applicability. As it was
explained to me, that section is meant to
limit the application of the disclosure re-
quirement only to the presence of the bio-
engineered food or ingredient. The language
seems somewhat unclear. Can you confirm
that the Department would have no author-
ity beyond requiring disclosure of the pres-
ence of a bioengineered food or ingredient?
Do the same limitations apply to the content
of the text or symbol options for disclosure?

The Section 293 of the Senate bill only au-
thorizes the Secretary to require disclosure
pertaining to the presence of bioengineered
food.

3. In response to the study required by Sec.
293(c), the Secretary ‘‘shall provide addi-
tional and comparable options to access the
bioengineering disclosure.”” Does this provi-
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sion direct the Secretary to provide a means
of accessing the disclosure (e.g. paying to in-
stall land-line phones in supermarkets, pur-
chasing and donating mobile phones for cus-
tomers to be able access QR codes, etc.)?
Does this provision limit the Secretary’s au-
thority, simply providing additional disclo-
sure options comparable to those enumer-
ated in Sec. 293(b)(2)(D)?

Section 293(c) of the Senate bill calls for a
study to be conducted subsequent to enact-
ment to determine if there are technological
or other barriers to accessing the electronic
disclosure. If the Secretary determines that
barriers exist, the bill requires the Secretary
to offer other comparable means of dis-
closing bioengineered foods. The Senate bill
does not provide any new authority to pro-
vide equipment, funding, or services to assist
in accessing the electronic disclosure.

4. There appears to be overlap between the
new authorities and limitations on authori-
ties conferred upon the Secretary and exist-
ing authorities. For instance, while this bill
specifies that there is no recall authority,
the Department already has recall authority.
Similarly, the Department has other label-
ing authority apart from what this bill now
grants. Is it your understanding that such
authorities cannot be used in the context of
bioengineered food disclosure unless the use
is specifically authorized by this bill?

As an initial matter, the Secretary does
not have authority to mandate a recall of
meat, poultry or egg products. The Senate
bill does not present avenues to utilize recall
for the purposes of implementing the disclo-
sure provisions of this bill.

If needed, my team and our USDA pro-
grammatic and scientific experts are avail-
able to discuss any aspects of the legislation
in greater detail at your request. Please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

(For Jeffrey M. Prieto, General Counsel).

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, ad-
vances in biotechnology are key to the
future of agriculture and to ensuring
the world has an adequate and stable
supply of food. Those advances can
only be maintained if we preserve
interstate commerce while turning the
page on a debate that has unneces-
sarily maligned this lifesaving tech-
nology.

I stand in support of this bill and en-
courage my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the bill we are consid-
ering today, S. 764, recognizes con-
sumers’ demand to know more about
their food by directing USDA to create
a national, mandatory genetically en-
gineered food labeling program.

My colleagues may remember that
almost a year ago, this Chamber passed
legislation to establish a voluntary la-
beling program. I still believe a vol-
untary label is best, but, frankly, if we
are going to address this issue—and, as
the chairman said, we are out of time—
we need to work with the Senate. This
is the compromise that was reached
and, in my opinion, is probably the
only alternative that is available at
this point.

Science tells us that foods and ingre-
dients from genetically engineered
crops are safe to eat. This technology
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allows farmers to protect natural re-
sources and provide an abundant food
supply.

Unfortunately, there is a lot of public
confusion about these issues, but label-
ing products is really more about mar-
keting than any safety concerns that
people have. This legislation is needed
to avoid a situation where 50 States set
up 50 different labels, which would only
create confusion for consumers, farm-
ers, and food companies.

News reports indicate that Vermont’s
labeling law, which went into effect
July 1, has already led to the loss of
some 3,000 products from store shelves.
This legislation would rectify this
problem while addressing the law’s
shortcoming.

For example, the Vermont law ex-
empts processed food products con-
taining meat from labeling. So cheese
pizza would be labeled, but pepperoni
pizza would not. That doesn’t make
any sense. S. 764 closes this loophole,
requiring an additional 25,000 food
products to meet new labeling require-
ments.

I am also pleased that USDA will be
responsible for implementing and en-
forcing this program. They have the
expertise to do this. They have shown
this with the labeling that they did for
the successful National Organic Pro-
gram.

I would also like to note that S. 764
received strong bipartisan support in
the Senate and more than 1,000 farm
and food organizations, including the
American Farm Bureau Federation,
Grocery Manufacturers Association,
and Organic Trade Association, and
others are calling for passage.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I believe this
is a good compromise. It is another ex-
ample of what the Agriculture Com-
mittee has consistently done so well.
No one gets everything they want, but
at the end of the day, I believe this is
a bill that will provide the trans-
parency consumers crave while at the
same time allow continued innovation
in food production.

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS).

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the chairman for his
hard work in getting us to where we
are today.

I want to give a special thanks to
MIKE PoMPEO, who helped craft this
legislation that, over a year ago in the
House, 275 Republicans and Democrats
voted on a bill to establish a voluntary
nationwide program that would give
consumers access to the information
that they have requested about the
food that they are actually consuming.
This bill would have protected ad-
vancements in food production and in-
novation and ended the patchwork of
State laws threatening our interstate
commerce.

I was extremely disappointed to see
that a small group of Members from
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the other body blocked this common-
sense, bipartisan legislation to protect
vital agricultural technology that has
been proven time and time again by
science to be safe.

I want to ensure that Americans
have access to affordable food—and
this bill would have done that—and to
help address our world’s hunger needs
that biotechnology can only do in the
future.

Unfortunately, this process has
stalled for months. Congress was not
able to act before Vermont’s law went
into effect on July 1. Just having one
State alter the law—their law—would
provide a drastic, drastic negative im-
pact on producers in my district.

Despite what you may hear today,
Mr. Speaker, this is not, and never will
be, a movement for people to know
more about what is in their food. This
is a movement by people who want you
to pay more for food using practices
that are elite, not readily available,
and expensive to the hard-working
families in this country. These activ-
ists have publicly acknowledged their
objective is to stigmatize a safe and
valuable tool for America’s farmers
and ranchers.

If leaders of this movement in
Vermont were so pure in their motives,
they would not have exempted proc-
essed dairy foods, which excludes GMO
labeling of a little ice cream company
that operates in Vermont. I say, if ice
cream from Illinois ought to have a
label in Vermont, the environmentally
conscious ice cream company from
Vermont ought to follow the same rule.

While I still believe the voluntary ap-
proach is the correct course of action,
I am supporting this legislation. The
clock has run out. My producers need
certainty. An interstate commerce
nightmare will shortly pursue if we
don’t pass this bill.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from
Maine (Ms. PINGREE).

Ms. PINGREE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Minnesota for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is a com-
plicated solution to a simple problem.
Consumers do have the right to know
what is in their food, but the problem
is that, right now, when you pick up a
box of cereal or a bag of rice in the gro-
cery store, you don’t know if you are
buying something with GMO ingredi-
ents in it. The solution is simple: list
GMO ingredients on the back of the
package in the ingredient list in plain
English.

It is a solution that 64 other coun-
tries around the world have already
adopted. Most of Europe, Japan, Rus-
sia, even China, all require a simple,
on-package label that anyone can read.
But this bill fails to take that obvious,
simple step toward transparency. In-
stead, it calls for a QR code on the
label, which would require a
smartphone and a special app and a
good cell signal to translate. A com-
plicated solution to a simple problem.

To be clear, knowing what is in the
package does not determine the safety
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or health of GMO ingredients. It is
about the consumers’ right to know so
they can make that decision for them-
selves.

I am voting against this bill, and I
urge my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. NEWHOUSE).

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to offer my
support for S. 764, the Senate-passed
biotechnology labeling legislation that
we are considering today.

Without enactment of this legisla-
tion today, right now, we will continue
to see the emergence of an incompat-
ible patchwork of State laws, like the
one that took effect in Vermont just 2
weeks ago.

As a farmer myself, I can tell you
with some authority that if these State
laws, with their conflicting definitions
and labeling requirements, are allowed
to take effect, it will increase the cost
of production and compliance for farm-
ers as well as food producers.

This, in turn, will drive up grocery
bills for American families by hun-
dreds, even thousands of dollars. Mr.
Speaker, I believe that is an unaccept-
able and unconscionable outcome to in-
flict on the American people.

To be clear, I don’t think this bill is
perfect. It is far from it. It is filled
with ambiguous statements and, in
many places, offers little guidance to
USDA on how to best implement the
bill’s provisions.

I am also disappointed the Senate
waited until the very last moment, im-
posing this crisis on the House, leaving
us with only two options: either act on
this imperfect bill or let the American
people suffer.

Mr. Speaker, let the record reflect
that the House did its job. It passed a
biotech labeling bill for the Senate’s
consideration an entire year ago.

Generally, when we are talking about
food labeling, it is for health and safety
purposes. I believe people have a right
to know what it is they are eating. But
today we find ourselves in a place to
require mandatory labeling for agri-
culture products that are 100 percent
safe.

With my reservations noted, passing
this bill is the right thing to do. It will
establish a meaningful national stand-
ard for biotech labeling that will pre-
vent an unworkable patchwork of con-
flicting State laws. It will provide con-
sumers with information they want.
And, finally, it will create an environ-
ment where farmers and researchers
can continue to do their work and de-
velop new food varieties that are
healthier, more abundant, and more
pest- and disease-resistant, and allow
us to continue to feed our Nation and
the world.

I urge my colleagues to support its
passage.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. DEFAZzIO), the esteemed
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ranking member of the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee.

Mr. DEFAZIO. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I would agree with one
of the earlier speakers. It would be con-
fusing for consumers to have 50 dif-
ferent State standards. There is a sim-
ple solution, but it is not what is be-
fore us today: a simple, forthright dis-
closure in plain English.

For instance, this was obtained out
of a House vending machine just today.
It was distributed by Mars. We are all
familiar with M&Ms. Partially pro-
duced with genetic engineering.

Wow, that wasn’t too hard, was it?

I think that is what we should be
doing here today, instead of saying: Oh,
we are going to maybe have one of
three ways of doing it, and one of them
will be a QR code.

Well, this doesn’t have any QR codes
on it, so I won’t get my QR reader out.
So the average American will be in the
grocery store pulling out their iPhone
and they are going to have hope there
is a good signal in there and they are
going to read that. That is ridiculous.

Sixty-four countries require this. The
last time we debated this, I brought in
a Hershey’s bar wrapper. It had a little
nice American flag on it. Made in
America. Contains GMOs. That is the
version they sell in 64 other countries,
but they can’t do it here. They say you
can’t do it here. It is too expensive. We
will have to change the labels.

Well, M&M'’s just changed the labels.
And now, with what you are doing
today, they will probably change it
back and take off the words that say
“partially produced with genetic engi-
neering,” because they won’t have to
do that anymore.
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This is not about passing judgment
on the safety or the science behind ge-
netic engineering. It is to say that 90
percent of the American people want to
know what is in their food. They want
to know it has Blue 1, Lake Yellow 6,
Red 40, corn syrup, dextrin, corn
starch, peanuts, milk, soy, oh, and par-
tially produced with genetic engineer-
ing. That is not too hard. That is what
the American people want. But you are
going to deny them that.

On any other day, I would hear my
Republican colleagues say we’re for
states’ rights. Well, now we are just
about to preempt the States because, if
the States do it, it will become con-
fusing.

Well, how about we just have a na-
tional standard, plain and simple, plain
English, so that American consumers
will know. It is not too hard, and it is
very sad that we have come to this
point.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
legislation.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Kan-
sas (Mr. POMPEO), who has been in-
volved with this process for a long
time.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the farmers
and constituents in my district and
across the country, I rise in support of
S. 764 today.

Over, now, what amounts to almost 3
years, Representatives and Senators
from both parties have been diligently
working on a solution to prevent a dis-
astrous, statewide patchwork of food
labeling laws from taking shape and
causing chaos throughout our Nation’s
food supply chain.

As the proud sponsor of H.R. 1599, the
Safe and Accurate Food Labeling Act,
which passed the House almost 1 year
ago by a large bipartisan majority, I
want to thank Senator ROBERTS and
our friends in the Senate for building
on our legislation and arriving at a so-
lution to resolve this matter.

It is not perfect; it is not exactly the
bill that we passed over; but without
this legislation, inconsistent State-
level food labeling laws will lead to
market disruptions and supply chain
complications which are simply intol-
erable for our ranchers and our farmers
and those attempting to feed the world.
It would not only harm agriculture
communities, but it would have re-
sulted in higher prices at the grocery
store for hardworking Kansans and
people all across our country.

I am extremely proud of the coalition
that we have all built. Our committee,
the Energy and Commerce Committee,
the Agriculture Committee have
worked hard to get to this day. From
Coffeyville to Colby, Kansans need a
workable solution, and this legislation
will do that trick.

We couldn’t have gotten here without
the massive support I have received
from all across Kansas, people like
Rich Felts, the president of the Kansas
Farm Bureau, and Stacey Forshee, who
came and helped me at the most dif-
ficult times in making this legislation
work. She is a mother and a farmer
from Cloud County, Kansas. Mick
Rausch, a good friend and farmer in
Sedgwick County and head of the Sedg-
wick County Farm Bureau. Max Tjaden
and his wife, Anne, worked diligently
to help make this legislation come into
being. Kent Winter, Leslie Kauffman,
Tom Tunnel, Philip Bradley, Matt
Perrier, from the Kansas Livestock As-
sociation, Dennis Hupe, and Raylen
Phelon, all were part of making this
day occur.

It will be better for Kansans; it will
be better for Americans; and America
will now have the capacity to use bio-
technology to continue to feed that
next billion people and solve the in-
credible hunger risk that faces our
globe.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. SCHRADER).

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, S. 764,
well, we can demonize the work of Con-
gress on a regular basis and, unfortu-
nately, sometimes we are our own
worst enemies. I, on the other hand,
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feel that S. 764 is an example of Con-
gress getting it right. This is a big
country, a lot of diverse opinions about
what we should and shouldn’t be doing.

I am a farmer and I am a veteri-
narian, a man of science. I am con-
cerned, very concerned, much like my
good colleague and friend from Wash-
ington State on the other side of the
aisle, that there is a campaign of mis-
information and disinformation about
the health and safety of American food.
I will stack American farmers and pro-
ducers up against anyone in the world
for producing the healthiest and safest
food for American consumers.

This is a hard-fought compromise—
hard-fought, very hard-fought. I was on
the Ag Committee when we started
this discussion. A lot of people want to
know what is in their food, they say.
Well, that is why we have ingredient
labeling so, as my good colleague and
friend from Oregon talked about, you
can read what is on the label that
might be important to you in terms of
allergies, safety information, things
that might actually affect your health
and welfare.

Genetic engineering has been around
for centuries. As a man of science, I
will tell you, it is a lot safer to do it in
a laboratory than out in the field
where you have mutations that you
can’t control that might actually be
detrimental to your health and safety.
In the laboratory, you can control a
great deal of that.

And lost in this discussion is what
genetic engineering biotechnology has
done for the people of this world. I re-
member not too many years ago—I am
a little older—where we were worried
about feeding the world’s population.
Back in 1965, 1966, there was concern:
Do we have enough arable land? Is the
food going to be nutritious?

A lot of people in other countries
without conducive climates can’t raise
their own food. In this country, we can,
and, through science and engineering,
we have created more nutritious crops,
crops that can grow in bad environ-
ments. We can now do no-till because
we have agents that will control weeds
and pests.

If you are concerned about climate
change, you ought to be strongly in
favor of this bill—strongly in favor of
this bill. This is less use of some of the
very agents that some of my friends on
my side of the aisle are concerned
about.

Having said that, I am from Oregon.
We are a transparency State. We want
to know as much as we can about ev-
erything—our election processes, our
environment, and, apparently, our
food.

The Senate has come up with a com-
promise. I liked our House bill, but
they have come up with a compromise.
We now have labeling for GMO. We ac-
tually have a definition in this bill of
what GMO is so the consumer is pro-
tected. Again, it is not a patchwork of
regulations around the country. Now
we have a standard that the consumer
can take to the bank and understand.
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The idea that people don’t have cell
phones is ludicrous. I have had people
in pretty tough situations in my dis-
trict, don’t have a whole heck of a lot,
but they have got a cell phone. They
know how to use it, get the apps and
make sure they can understand what is
in their food.

I think this should be an hour we cel-
ebrate. The other side has to, finally, I
hope, accept victory. We have a manda-
tory labeling for GMO. This is a great
compromise.

Democrats, Republicans, Senate, and
House, let’s accept and vote for S. 764
for the American consumer and the
American farmer.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly appreciate the previous speak-
er’s comments.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN).

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
bill is a prime example of why the
American people are so frustrated with
Congress. This is a deeply, deeply
flawed bill.

We are told that this is a mandatory
GMO labeling bill, but the truth is not
really. This bill is a deception. When
people think of labels, they expect
something that is easily identifiable,
that is clear, like a written label. That
is not a controversial idea.

This calls for a so-called Quick Re-
sponse Code, whatever that may be,
that is confusing and can only be
accessed by using a smartphone with
Internet access—never mind that many
Americans don’t have smartphones and
many supermarkets don’t even get
service, thereby making it impossible
to get information on GMOs and keep-
ing consumers in the dark about what
is in their food.

But let’s be honest. This is exactly
what some in Big Industry want. They
want people to be confused. They don’t
want people to have access to informa-
tion. And when Big Industry speaks,
Congress not only listens, Congress
rolls over and gives Big Industry what-
ever it wants.

And let’s be clear about another
thing. This debate is not about the
science regarding GMOs. It is not about
whether you love GMOs or hate GMOs.
I consume GMOs. My kids consume
GMOs. But I still believe that every
consumer is entitled to know whether
the food they buy contains GMOs. That
is what this debate is about. It is about
transparency.

And for those who think that this
ends the debate, that this is it, I have
a prediction: You are wrong. People are
going to fight to demand for clear,
mandatory GMO labeling. They have a
right to know what is in their food.
The overwhelming majority of the
American people, Democrats and Re-
publicans, all favor clear, mandatory
GMO labeling.

I have got a radical idea. Why don’t
we give them what they want? Why
don’t we just put it on the package? It
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doesn’t cost any more. This idea that
this is an effort that will raise food
prices is ridiculous.

This convoluted, complicated label-
ing system outlined in this bill, if that
is not going to raise food prices, then a
simple, in plain English listing on food
that says ‘‘this contains GMOs” will
certainly not raise food prices.

Mr. Speaker, sooner or later we are
going to get clear, mandatory GMO la-
beling. I prefer sooner; and, therefore, I
urge my colleagues to reject this bill,
and let’s give the American consumer
what they want.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself 1 minute.

I would point out to the gentleman,
Mr. Speaker, that there are other op-
tions besides the QR code with respect
to complying and getting the informa-
tion for those few consumers that real-
ly, really want to know this informa-
tion; they can get it.

This bill requires that the Secretary,
within 1 year—actually, the rule is al-
ready written—within 1 year to con-
duct a study to make sure that con-
sumers are really, in fact, getting the
information they want in the ways
that they want to get it, and then the
Secretary will have ways of proposing
additional comparable options for this
issue.

The gentleman is misleading in the
sense that there are other options to
make this happen; and if it is not
working, the Secretary of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture will be able to
complete that study.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
3 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD).

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, people
shouldn’t have to jump through hoops
to know what is in their food. That is
really what this issue is all about.

When we go the grocery store, the
very first thing that you do is you pick
up whatever it is you are looking at
and you read the label to see if it con-
tains products or ingredients or things
that you want to eat or that you want
to feed your family.

Nearly 90 percent of Americans have
called for this clear, simple, direct la-
beling of foods that have been either
genetically engineered or modified.
They support this very simple concept
that we have a right to know what is in
the food we eat; yet the GMO bill that
we are voting on today is very mis-
leading.

Proponents will say that this is a la-
beling bill, but it is not really about
the right to know. It actually creates
an illusion of transparency, while mak-
ing things more difficult for con-
sumers, not easier.

This is, as we have heard earlier, ex-
actly what people hate about Wash-
ington, that we pretend to solve a prob-
lem when, actually, we are just making
things harder and more confusing for
the American people.

If this bill is really, truly intended to
expand consumers’ right to know, why
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not require a simple, uniform food la-
beling standard that is clear, straight-
forward, and easy to read?

Instead of doing that, this bill cre-
ates a system of electronic codes, sym-
bols, and text that are intentionally
confusing to consumers, making them
work harder to try to get access to in-
formation that should be readily avail-
able to them. Additionally, this bill
lacks any enforcement measure to hold
companies accountable if they don’t
comply with labeling requirements.

This bill has raised concerns from the
FDA over the bill’s narrow definition
of genetic engineering that leaves com-
mon foods without any labeling re-
quirement at all.

So let’s stop pretending that S. 764
does anything but create confusion,
making it harder for the American peo-
ple to know what is in their food. This
is exactly the opposite of what they are
calling for.

Sixty-four countries around the
world have already required labeling of
genetically modified foods, like the
EU, Australia, Japan, and many others,
and this is what we are calling for
today. For here, in the United States,
we must have one uniform national la-
beling standard that is simple, clear,
and makes it easier for consumers to
make their own informed decisions
about the food that they are eating.

I have cosponsored H.R. 913, intro-
duced by my colleague, PETE DEFAZIO,
which would do just that. The bill
passed by the Senate and the bill be-
fore us today is a bad bill that does not
serve the best interests of the Amer-
ican people. That is why I strongly op-
pose this bill, and I urge my colleagues
to do the same.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
2 minutes to the gentleman from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH).

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, a little
background on this bill.

This started in Vermont, where there
was a strong citizen movement to have
the right to know what was in their
food. It was not a battle about the
science of GMOs or about whether it
was healthy or not. It was really based
on the proposition that for a consumer
who wishes to know what is in their
food, whether it is the number of cal-
ories or whether it is GMO-produced,
they had a right to know. It is as sim-
ple as that.

The irony here is that the pushback
has been from folks who are advocating
the benefits of GMOs. If they are so
great—and I am not disputing what
some of their benefits may be—why not
brag about it by putting it on the
label? Why hide it? It really doesn’t
make a lot of sense.

In Vermont, we had a bipartisan vote
in the Senate 28-2 and a strong, bipar-
tisan vote in the House that was based
upon the right of Vermonters who
wanted to know whether there were
GMOs to have that knowledge.
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There was a lot of pushback initially
by industry, but some of the industry
has kind of got it right: if the con-
sumer wants to know, let them know.
Kellogg’s and Campbell Soup both now
have labeling on their products and let
the consumers know. What is really
the big deal?

Now we have a bill from the Senate
that, frankly, when you look at it, it is
kind of dumb, because what it does is
give options on how you ‘‘label.” You
can use HEnglish, where right on the
label you can read ‘“GMOs” or not.
That makes sense.

But then there is another mechanism
where there is, like, a barcode. You
have to go to the store with your
iPhone, scan the barcode—by the way,
when you are grocery shopping, you
are trying to get home, get dinner on,
you have kids that are trying to go to
a school practice. And you are sup-
posed to stop and scan the barcode and
go to a Web site to see whether that
can of black bean soup has GMOs or
not?

The other option you can have is you
can, in the middle of the store, dial a 1-
800 number, get a call center, probably
overseas, and talk to somebody and ask
them whether this can of soup that you
are holding 5,000 miles away from the
person you are talking to contains
GMOs or not.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
the gentleman an additional 1 minute.

Mr. WELCH. So we have this situa-
tion where, in the Senate bill that we
are now considering, there is an ac-
knowledgment that there should be a
label, but it contains a label that is im-
possible to read.

So if there is an acknowledgment
about the right of a consumer to have
access to the information, why not give
them the information in plain and sim-
ple English? We don’t have to do dumb
end-arounds in order to give consumers
the information they are seeking.

That is the essence of the opposition
to this bill. Make it simple, keep it
simple, and let people know what it is
they are buying so they can make the
decision.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, my
good friend just spoke—and he is my
friend, not the common ‘“my good
friend”” nonsense we typically say
around here, but the gentleman from
Vermont is my friend. And his argu-
ment would be a bit more forceful if, in
fact, the wisdom of the Vermont legis-
lature that he touted hadn’t exempted
all those State-produced products, like
Ben and Jerry’s ice cream, from the
important label that folks who eat ice
cream, apparently, in Vermont don’t
need to know.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, is the
gentleman from Texas ready to close?

Mr. CONAWAY. Yes. I have no fur-
ther speakers.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

The
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Again, this isn’t a perfect bill. I
think the chairman and I would prefer
the House bill, but this is a bill that
was able to pass the Senate. It will get
us past this crisis situation that was
developed because of the Vermont law
going into effect.

It is something that we think is
workable and gives the USDA the au-
thority to not only develop this system
but also, for the first time, actually de-
termine what this means. Because that
is one of the big issues, that as you
talk to 10 different people about what a
GMO is, you get 10 different answers.
So what is going to happen here is we
are going to have a situation where we
will define what this means. That is a
big step forward.

I encourage my colleagues to support
the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, before I yield back, I
want to thank everybody involved in
this debate, particularly my team and
the hard work they did.

The bill that we passed a year ago
with much labor and much work wound
up not being the answer that we all
wanted. I think we got 275 of our col-
leagues to vote for it a year ago.

There have been a lot of efforts in
this regard. I want to thank our team
for doing that. I want to thank the
ranking member and his team for the
hard work they have been doing.

I appreciate the civility of the debate
this morning and look forward to pas-
sage of the bill shortly.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to vote in favor of S. 764
when it comes to the floor later on.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, today this
body voted on S.764, compromise legislation
that provides a bipartisan solution to the state
and local laws mandating different require-
ments for the labeling of genetically engi-
neered (GE) ingredients in foods. While | was
not present to vote on this legislation, had |
been, | would have voted in favor of the bill.

It is a reality that many of our crops are ge-
netically modified and it is important that food
companies disclose ingredient information. S.
764 is a compromise and provides a common
sense federal solution to a patchwork system
that has the potential to disrupt the food sup-
ply chain by having certain labeling require-
ments in some states but not others, with the
increased compliance costs ultimately being
passed along to the consumer. The bill insti-
tutes a national mandatory labeling standard
for foods that contain genetically engineered
crops, with several options for how food man-
ufacturers can label their products.

Mr. Speaker, it is for this reason that | sup-
port the disclosure of ingredient information
and would have voted in support of this bill. |
will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that
no consumer is left in the dark regarding the
ingredients of their food.

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York.
Mr. Speaker, today | will vote in opposition to
S. 764, on labeling requirements for geneti-
cally-engineered foods. While | recognize this
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legislation, with a mandatory labeling require-
ment, is a step forward from the DARK Act
that passed the House last year, it falls far
short of the comprehensive labeling standard
consumers need.

More than ever, Americans want to know
what goes into the food they eat, and have
concerns about the presence of genetically-
modified ingredients. Rather than clear, sen-
sible labels for these ingredients, this bill
would allow manufacturers to use QR codes
and other technologies to satisfy label require-
ments. These measures would shift a heavy
burden to consumers to scan the code with a
smartphone or other device and read about
the food contents on a website rather than the
package they hold in their hands. We need
understandable, accessible labels that allow
Americans to pick up a food product and eas-
ily understand its contents.

That is why | join with leading consumer
groups like Consumers Union, Center for Food
Safety, as well as prominent environmental or-
ganizations like the Sierra Club, Natural Re-
sources Defense Council, and League of Con-
servation Voters to oppose this measure.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today, |
will vote against S. 764, a bill that would pre-
empt state genetically modified organism
(GMO) labeling laws and replace them with a
wholly inadequate federal standard.

People should be able to know what they
are eating. The bill before us today would ex-
empt many genetically engineered (GE) foods
from any labeling altogether and would pre-
empt pro-consumer state laws, including the
engineered food labeling laws in Vermont,
Connecticut, and Maine. | actively supported
an effort to pass a GMO labeling law in my
home state of Oregon, and | continue to sup-
port strong state efforts to stand up for trans-
parency in the face of federal inadequacy or
inaction.

The bill also includes several vague stand-
ards, and its labeling requirements would
allow corporations to decide how to give con-
sumers access to GE information, including
through the use of a smartphone or the inter-
net. Making access to GE labeling information
electronic and/or dependent on a smartphone
is not transparent, accessible, or available to
many Americans.

S. 764 has been sold as a “compromise”
because it would require some labeling, but
these provisions are clearly just a fig leaf We
need plain language, mandatory, on-package
labeling, and until federal law protects our
right to know what we are eating, the federal
government should not preempt state efforts
to protect and inform their citizens.

| continue to strongly support federal-level
mandatory labeling for foods that contain
GMOs, and I'm an original cosponsor of Rep.
DEFAzIO’s Genetically Engineered Food Right-
to-Know Act (H.R. 913). I'll continue pushing
for stronger consumer protections when it
comes to food safety and will oppose any at-
tempts to undermine these efforts.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, while | am fully sup-
portive of a national standard to label geneti-
cally modified (GMO) foods, | am unable to
support S. 764, the GMO Food Labeling Re-
quirements bill.

Although this bill takes an important step to-
ward federal preemption, it does so at the ex-
pense of consumer transparency and safety.

For example, S. 764 falls short of providing
a robust definition of “bioengineering”, which
will exempt the majority of GMO foods from
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being properly labeled. Additionally, this bill
will hurt the most vulnerable among us. The
provision to include “digital labeling” will with-
hold valuable information about GMO foods
from rural, low-income and elderly Americans
who are less likely to own a smart phone or
have access to the internet.

That's over 50 percent of rural and 65 per-
cent of elderly people who will not be able to
access the consumer information they need.

Mr. Speaker, American consumers deserve
the best information available when it comes
to food choices that they make for themselves
and their families.

We must continue to address this vital issue
because all consumers deserve the right to
know what is in their food and how it's grown.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GRAVES of Louisiana). All time for de-
bate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 822,
the previous question is ordered.

The question is on the motion by the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CONAWAY).

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the order
of the House of today, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed bills of the fol-
lowing titles in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 15655. An act to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the Filipino vet-
erans of World War II, in recognition of the
dedicated service of the veterans during
World War II.

S. 2893. An act to reauthorize the sound re-
cording and film preservation programs of
the Library of Congress, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 3207. An act to authorize the National
Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped to provide playback equipment
in all formats.

—
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IRAN ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF
2016

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 819, I call up the
bill (H.R. 5631) to hold Iran accountable
for its state sponsorship of terrorism
and other threatening activities and
for its human rights abuses, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 819, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5631

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“‘Iran Accountability Act of 2016’
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings.

Sec. 3. Sense of Congress.

Sec. 4. Statement of policy.

Sec. 5. Definitions.

TITLE I—SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO
ENTITIES OWNED BY IRAN’S REVOLU-
TIONARY GUARD CORPS

Sec. 101. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to the IRGC.

Sec. 102. Additional sanctions with respect
to foreign persons that support
or conduct certain transactions
with Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps or other sanc-
tioned persons.

Sec. 103. IRGC watch list and report.

Sec. 104. Imposition of sanctions against
Mahan Air.

Sec. 105. Modification and extension of re-
porting requirements on the use
of certain Iranian seaports by
foreign vessels and use of for-
eign airports by sanctioned Ira-
nian air carriers.

TITLE II-IRAN BALLISTIC MISSILE
SANCTIONS

Sec. 201. Expansion of sanctions with re-
spect to efforts by Iran to ac-
quire ballistic missile and re-
lated technology.

Expansion of sanctions under Iran
Sanctions Act of 1996 with re-
spect to persons that acquire or
develop ballistic missiles.

Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to ballistic missile pro-
gram of Iran.

Expansion of mandatory sanctions
with respect to financial insti-
tutions that engage in certain
transactions relating to bal-
listic missile capabilities of
Iran.

Disclosure to the Securities and
Exchange Commission of activi-
ties with certain sectors of Iran
that support the ballistic mis-
sile program of Iran.

Sec. 206. Regulations.

TITLE III—SANCTIONS RELATING TO
IRAN’S SUPPORT OF TERRORISM

Sec. 301. Special measures with respect to
Iran relating to its designation
as a jurisdiction of primary
money laundering concern.

TITLE IV—SANCTIONS RELATING TO
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN IRAN

Sec. 401. Expansion of list of persons in-
volved in human rights abuses
in Iran.

Identification of, and imposition of
sanctions with respect to, cer-
tain Iranian individuals.

Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to persons who conduct
transactions with or on behalf
of certain Iranian individuals.

Mandatory sanctions with respect
to financial institutions that
engage in certain transactions
on behalf of persons involved in
human rights abuses or that ex-
port sensitive technology to
Iran.

United States support for the peo-
ple of Iran.

United States Special Coordinator
on Human Rights and Democ-
racy in Iran.

Sec. 202.

Sec. 203.

Sec. 204.

Sec. 205.

Sec. 402.

Sec. 403.

Sec. 404.

Sec. 405.

Sec. 406.

H4939

Sec. 407. Broadcasting to Iran.

Sec. 408. Report on United States citizens
detained by Iran.

Sec. 409. Sense of Congress on role of the
United Nations in promoting
human rights in Iran.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On April 2, 2015, in announcing a frame-
work agreement for the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, President Obama stated that
“‘other American sanctions on Iran for its
support of terrorism, its human rights
abuses, its ballistic missile program, will
continue to be fully enforced’.

(2) On July 14, 2015, President Obama stat-
ed that ‘“‘we will maintain our own sanctions
related to Iran’s support for terrorism, its
ballistic missile program, and its human
rights violations”’.

(3) On January 16, 2016, President Obama
stated that ‘“We still have sanctions on Iran
for its violations of human rights, for its
support of terrorism, and for its ballistic
missile program. And we will continue to en-
force these sanctions, vigorously.”.

(4) On January 21, 2016, Secretary of State
John Kerry admitted that sanctions relief
under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion would go to terrorist organizations,
stating: ‘I think that some of it will end up
in the hands of the IRGC or other entities,
some of which are labeled terrorists . . . You
know, to some degree, I'm not going to sit
here and tell you that every component of
that can be prevented.”.

(5) Secretary of State John Kerry stated on
July 23, 2015, ““We will not violate the [Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA)] if
we use our authorities to impose sanctions
on Iran for terrorism, human rights, mis-
siles, or other nonnuclear reasons. And the
JCPOA does not provide Iran any relief from
United States sanctions under any of those
authorities or other authorities.”.

(6) Director of National Intelligence James
Clapper wrote on February 9, 2016, ‘‘[T]he Is-
lamic Republic of Iran presents an enduring
threat to U.S national interests because of
its support to regional terrorist and militant
groups and the Assad regime, as well as its
development of advanced military capabili-
ties. Tehran views itself as leading the ‘axis
of resistance’ which includes the Asad re-
gime and sub-national groups aligned with
Iran, especially Lebanese Hezbollah and
Iraqi Shia militants . . . Tehran might even
use American citizens detained when enter-
ing Iranian territories as bargaining pieces
to achieve financial or political concessions
in line with heir strategic intentions.”’.

(7) Secretary of the Treasury Jacob Lew
stated on July 14, 2015, ‘““We harbor no illu-
sions about the Iranian government’s nefar-
ious activities beyond its nuclear program.
Make no mistake: we will continue to im-
pose and aggressively enforce sanctions to
combat Iran’s support for terrorist groups,
its fomenting of violence in the region, and
its perpetration of human rights abuses.”’.
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) Iran’s ballistic missile program and sup-
port for terrorism represents a serious threat
to allies of the United States in the Middle
East and Europe, members of the Armed
Forces deployed in those regions, and ulti-
mately the United States; and

(2) the United States should impose tough
primary and secondary sanctions against
any person that directly or indirectly sup-
ports the ballistic missile program of Iran,
its state sponsorship of terrorism and human
rights abuses, as well as against any foreign
person or financial institution that engages
in transactions or trade that support those
efforts.
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SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to continue to impose pressure on the
Government of Iran for its role as the fore-
most state sponsor of terrorism, its ongoing
human rights abuses against the citizens of
Iran and other peoples, and its unjust deten-
tion of United States citizens; and

(2) to continue to use sanctions as an ele-
ment of that pressure and to discourage fi-
nancial institutions and entities from engag-
ing in business and commerce with Iranian
entities tied to Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
Corps and to Iranian officials involved in
human rights abuses.

SEC. 5. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ENTITY.—The term ‘“‘entity’” means any
corporation, business association, partner-
ship, trust, society, or any other entity.

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign
person’” means an individual or entity that
is not a United States person.

(3) IRGC.—The term “IRGC” means—

(A) Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps and
any official, agent, or affiliate of Iran’s Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps; or

(B) any person owned or controlled by
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps.

(4) OWN OR CONTROL.—The term ‘‘own or
control” means, with respect to an entity—

(A) to hold more than 25 percent of the eq-
uity interest by vote or value in the entity;

(B) to hold any seats on the board of direc-
tors of the entity; or

(C) to otherwise control the actions, poli-
cies, or personnel decisions of the entity.

(5) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’” means an
individual or entity.

(6) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
“United States person’ means—

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted for permanent residence to
the United States; or

(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity.

TITLE I—SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO
ENTITIES OWNED BY IRAN’S REVOLU-
TIONARY GUARD CORPS

SEC. 101. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO THE IRGC.

(a) AMENDMENTS.—Subtitle A of title III of
the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8741 et seq.) is
amended—

(1) by redesignating section 304 as section
306; and

(2) by inserting after section 303 the fol-
lowing new sections:

“SEC. 304. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO IRAN’'S REVOLUTIONARY
GUARD CORPS, ANY OFFICIAL,
AGENT, OR AFFILIATE OF IRAN’S
REVOLUTIONARY GUARD CORPS,
AND ANY PERSON OWNED OR CON-
TROLLED BY IRAN'S REVOLU-
TIONARY GUARD CORPS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and as appro-
priate thereafter, the President shall impose
the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
Corps, any official, agent, or affiliate of
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps, and any
person owned or controlled by Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps.

““(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) Sanctions applicable with respect to
an organization that is designated by the
Secretary of State as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization pursuant to section 219 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1189).
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‘(2) Sanctions applicable with respect to a
foreign person pursuant to Executive Order
13224 (September 23, 2001; relating to block-
ing property and prohibiting transactions
with persons who commit, threaten to com-
mit, or support terrorism).

“SEC. 305. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) ENTITY.—The term ‘entity’ means any
corporation, business association, partner-
ship, trust, society, or any other entity.

‘“(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘foreign
person’ means a person that is not a United
States person.

‘(3) PERSON.—The term ‘person’ means an
individual or entity.

‘“(4) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
‘United States person’ means—

“(A) a United States citizen or an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence
to the United States; or

‘(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity.

‘“(5) OWN OR CONTROL.—The term ‘own or
control’ means, with respect to an entity—

‘“(A) to hold more than 25 percent of the
equity interest by vote or value in the enti-
ty;

‘(B) to hold any seats on the board of di-
rectors of the entity; or

‘“(C) to otherwise control the actions, poli-
cies, or personnel decisions of the entity.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 is amended
by striking the item relating to section 304
and inserting the following:

‘‘Sec. 304. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect Iran’s Revolutionary
Guard Corps, any official,
agent, or affiliate of Iran’s Rev-
olutionary Guard Corps, and
any person owned or controlled
by Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
Corps.
““Sec. 305. Definitions.
‘“Sec. 306. Rule of construction.”.
SEC. 102. ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FOREIGN PERSONS THAT
SUPPORT OR CONDUCT CERTAIN
TRANSACTIONS WITH IRAN’S REVO-
LUTIONARY GUARD CORPS OR
OTHER SANCTIONED PERSONS.

(a) IDENTIFICATION.—Section 302(a)(1) of the
Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8742(a)(1)) is
amended—

(1) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘“Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
every 180 days thereafter,”” and inserting
‘““Not later than 60 days after the date of the
enactment of the Iran Accountability Act of
2016, and every 60 days thereafter,’’;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ¢, pro-
vide significant financial services to, or pro-
vide material support to’’ after ‘‘trans-
actions with”’;

(3) in subparagraph (C)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
inserting ¢, provide significant financial
services to, or provide material support to”’
after ‘‘transactions with’’;

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘or” at the
end;

(C) in clause (ii), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(D) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing:

‘(iii) a person designated as a foreign ter-
rorist organization under section 219(a) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1189(a)) or that has provided support
for an act of international terrorism (as de-
fined in section 14 of the Iran Sanctions Act
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of 1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701
note)); or

‘‘(iv) a foreign person whose property and
access to property has been blocked pursuant
to Executive Order 13224 (September 23, 2001;
relating to blocking property and prohib-
iting transactions with persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism).”.

(b) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—Section
302(b) of the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C.
8742(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘the Presi-
dent—"" and all that follows and inserting
‘“‘the President shall, in accordance with the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), block and pro-
hibit all transactions in property and inter-
ests in property with respect to such foreign
person if such property and interests in prop-
erty are in the United States, come within
the United States, or are or come within the
possession or control of a United States per-
son.”.

(c) WAIVER OF IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—
Section 302(d) of the Iran Threat Reduction
and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (22
U.S.C. 8742(d)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘“‘for a pe-
riod of not more than 60 days, and may
renew that waiver for additional periods of
not more than 60 days,” after ‘‘may waive’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) SUNSET.—The provisions of this sub-
section and any waivers issued pursuant to
this subsection shall terminate on December
31, 2018.”".

(d) WAIVER OF IDENTIFICATIONS AND DES-
IGNATIONS.—Section 302(e) of the Iran Threat
Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of
2012 (22 U.S.C. 8742(e)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“Notwithstanding’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding’’;

(2) in paragraph (1) (as so designated), by
striking ‘‘and subject to paragraph (2)’;

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and moving the margins 2 ems to the right;
and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) SUNSET.—The provisions of this sub-
section and any waivers issued pursuant to
this subsection shall terminate on December
31, 2018.”".

(e) APPLICATION OF PROVISIONS OF IRAN
SANCTIONS ACT OF 1996.—Section 302(f) of the
Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8742(f)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The following provisions’
and inserting the following:

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—The following provi-
sions’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through
(8) as subparagraphs (A) through (H), respec-
tively, and moving the margins 2 ems to the
right; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) SUNSET.—Sections 4(c) and 9(c) of the
Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 shall not apply
with respect to the imposition under sub-
section (b) of sanctions relating to activities
described in subsection (a)(1), in accordance
with the provision of paragraph (1) of this
subsection, after December 31, 2018."".

SEC. 103. IRGC WATCH LIST AND REPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall establish, maintain, and pub-
lish in the Federal Register a list (to be
known as the “‘IRGC Watch List’’) of—

(1) each entity in which the IRGC has an
ownership interest of less than 25 percent;

(2) each entity in which the IRGC does not
have an ownership interest if the IRGC
maintains a presence on the board of direc-
tors of the entity or otherwise influences the
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actions, policies, or personnel decisions of
the entity; and

(3) each person that owns or controls an
entity described in paragraph (1) or (2).

(b) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(1) TREASURY REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall submit to Congress a report
that includes—

(i) the list required by subsection (a) and,
in the case of any report submitted under
this subparagraph after the first such report,
any changes to the list since the submission
of the preceding such report; and

(ii) an assessment of the role of the IRGC
in, and its penetration into, the economy of
Iran.

(B) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report required
by subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex if necessary.

(2) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE RE-
PORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall—

(i) conduct a review of the list required by
subsection (a); and

(ii) not later than 180 days after each re-
port required by paragraph (1) is submitted
to Congress, submit to Congress a report on
the review conducted under clause (i).

(B) CONSULTATIONS.—In preparing the re-
port required by subparagraph (A)(ii), the
Comptroller General shall consult with non-
governmental organizations.

SEC. 104. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS AGAINST
AIR.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President shall im-
pose the sanctions described in subsection (b)
with respect to—

(1) a person that provides, directly or indi-
rectly, goods, services, technology, or finan-
cial services, including the sale or provision
of aircraft or aircraft parts, fuel, ramp as-
sistance, baggage and cargo handling, cater-
ing, refueling, ticketing, check-in services,
crew handling, or other services related to
flight operations, to or for Mahan Air or its
agents or affiliates; or

(2) any person owned or controlled by, or
any person that owns or controls, a person
described in paragraph (1).

(b) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—

(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The President
shall block, in accordance with the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(60 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), all transactions in all
property and interests in property of any
person subject to subsection (a) if such prop-
erty and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

(2) EXCLUSION FROM UNITED STATES.—The
Secretary of State shall deny a visa to, and
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall ex-
clude from the United States, any person
subject to subsection (a) that is an alien.

(c) COMPLIANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS
HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Subsection
(b)(2) shall not apply to the head of state of
Iran, or necessary staff of that head of state,
if admission to the United States is nec-
essary to permit the United States to com-
ply with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into
force November 21, 1947, between the United
Nations and the United States.

(d) APPLICABILITY OF ADDITIONAL SANC-
TIONS.—A person with respect to which the
President imposes sanctions under sub-
section (a) shall be considered an agent or af-
filiate of the IRGC for purposes of sections
104 and 104A of the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
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tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (22 U.S.C. 8513 and 8513b).

(e) ADDITIONAL MEASURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall re-
quire each covered person to provide a cer-
tification to the President that the person
does not conduct transactions with any per-
son that provides, directly or indirectly,
goods, services, technology, or financial
services, including the sale or provision of
aircraft or aircraft parts, fuel, ramp assist-
ance, baggage or cargo handling, catering,
refueling, ticketing, check-in services, crew
handling, or other services related to flight
operations—

(A) to Mahan Air or its agents or affiliates;

(B) for aircraft owned or operated by
Mahan Air or its agents or affiliates; or

(C) to a person described in section 105(a).

(2) COVERED PERSON DEFINED.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘‘covered person’ means—

(A) an air carrier or foreign air carrier, as
those terms are defined in section 40102 of
title 49, United States Code; or

(B) a United States person that exports
aircraft or components for aircraft.

(f) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(1) DNI LIST.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act,
and annually thereafter, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, in consultation with the
Secretary of the Treasury, shall submit to
Congress a list of each person described in
subsection (e).

(B) FORM OF LIST.—Each list required by
subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex if necessary.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act,
and annually thereafter, the President shall
submit to Congress a report that includes—

(i) a list of countries where aircraft of
Mahan Air or its agents or affiliates land;

(ii) a description of the efforts of the Presi-
dent to encourage countries to prohibit air-
craft of Mahan Air or its agents or affiliates
from landing in the territory of those coun-
tries; and

(iii) if the President has not imposed sanc-
tions under section 105(a) with respect to any
person described in subsection (e), an expla-
nation for why the President has not im-
posed such sanctions.

(B) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report required
by subparagraph (A) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex if necessary.

(3) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE RE-
PORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall—

(i) conduct a review of the certifications
required by subsection (a), the lists required
by paragraph (1), and the reports required by
paragraph (2); and

(ii) not later than 180 days after the sub-
mission of each list required by paragraph (1)
and each report required by paragraph (2),
submit to Congress a report on the review
conducted under clause (i).

(B) CONSULTATIONS.—In preparing the re-
port required by subparagraph (A)(ii), the
Comptroller General shall consult with non-
governmental organizations.

SEC. 105. MODIFICATION AND EXTENSION OF RE-
PORTING REQUIREMENTS ON THE
USE OF CERTAIN IRANIAN SEA-
PORTS BY FOREIGN VESSELS AND
USE OF FOREIGN AIRPORTS BY
SANCTIONED IRANIAN AIR CAR-
RIERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1252(a) of the Iran
Freedom and Counter-Proliferation Act of
2012 (22 U.S.C. 8808(a)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking “2016”’ and inserting ‘“2019’;
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(2) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(3) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) a description of all efforts the Depart-
ment of State has made to encourage other
countries to prohibit the use of air space and
airports by Iranian air carriers described in
paragraph (2) during the period specified in
subsection (b).”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act and apply
with respect to reports required to be sub-
mitted under section 1252(a) of the Iran Free-
dom and Counter-Proliferation Act of 2012 on
or after such date of enactment.

TITLE II—IRAN BALLISTIC MISSILE
SANCTIONS
SEC. 201. EXPANSION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO EFFORTS BY IRAN TO AC-
QUIRE BALLISTIC MISSILE AND RE-
LATED TECHNOLOGY.

(a) CERTAIN PERSONS.—Section 1604(a) of
the Iran-Iraq Arms Non-Proliferation Act of
1992 (Public Law 102-484; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note)
is amended by inserting ¢, to acquire bal-
listic missile or related technology,” after
‘“‘nuclear weapons’’.

(b) FOREIGN COUNTRIES.—Section 1605(a) of
the Iran-Iraq Arms Non-Proliferation Act of
1992 (Public Law 102-484; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note)
is amended, in the matter preceding para-
graph (1), by inserting ‘‘, to acquire ballistic
missile or related technology,” after ‘‘nu-
clear weapons’’.

SEC. 202. EXPANSION OF SANCTIONS UNDER
IRAN SANCTIONS ACT OF 1996 WITH
RESPECT TO PERSONS THAT AC-
QUIRE OR DEVELOP BALLISTIC MIS-
SILES.

Section 5(b)(1)(B) of the Iran Sanctions Act
of 1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701
note) is amended—

(1) in clause (i), by striking ‘“‘would likely”’
and inserting ‘“may’’; and

(2) in clause (ii)—

(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘; or”” and
inserting a semicolon;

(B) by redesignating subclause (II) as sub-
clause (III); and

(C) by inserting after subclause (I) the fol-
lowing:

““(IT1) acquire or develop ballistic missiles
and the capability to launch ballistic mis-
siles; or”.

SEC. 203. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO BALLISTIC MISSILE PRO-
GRAM OF IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title II of the Iran Threat
Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of
2012 (22 U.S.C. 8721 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“Subtitle C—Measures Relating to Ballistic
Missile Program of Iran
“SEC. 231. DEFINITIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In this subtitle:

‘(1) AGRICULTURAL COMMODITY.—The term
‘agricultural commodity’ has the meaning
given that term in section 102 of the Agricul-
tural Trade Act of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 5602).

‘(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means the committees specified
in section 14(2) of the Iran Sanctions Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note).

¢“(3) CORRESPONDENT ACCOUNT; PAYABLE-
THROUGH ACCOUNT.—The terms ‘cor-
respondent account’ and ‘payable-through
account’ have the meanings given those
terms in section 5318A of title 31, United
States Code.

‘(4) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘foreign financial institution’ has the
meaning of that term as determined by the
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Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to sec-
tion 104(i) of the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (22 U.S.C. 8513(1)).

‘() GOVERNMENT.—The term ‘Govern-
ment’, with respect to a foreign country, in-
cludes any agencies or instrumentalities of
that Government and any entities controlled
by that Government.

‘“(6) MEDICAL DEVICE.—The term ‘medical
device’ has the meaning given the term ‘de-
vice’ in section 201 of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 321).

“(7) MEDICINE.—The term ‘medicine’ has
the meaning given the term ‘drug’ in section
201 of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic
Act (21 U.S.C. 321).

“(b) DETERMINATIONS OF SIGNIFICANCE.—
For purposes of this subtitle, in determining
if financial transactions or financial services
are significant, the President may consider
the totality of the facts and circumstances,
including factors similar to the factors set
forth in section 561.404 of title 31, Code of
Federal Regulations (or any corresponding
similar regulation or ruling).

“SEC. 232. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO PERSONS THAT SUPPORT
THE BALLISTIC MISSILE PROGRAM
OF IRAN.

‘‘(a) IDENTIFICATION OF PERSONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and not less fre-
quently than once every 180 days thereafter,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report
identifying persons that have provided mate-
rial support to the Government of Iran in the
development of the ballistic missile program
of Iran.

‘“(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) An identification of  persons
(disaggregated by Iranian and non-Iranian
persons) with respect to which there is cred-
ible evidence that such persons have pro-
vided material support to the Government of
Iran in the development of the ballistic mis-
sile program of Iran, including persons that
have—

‘(i) engaged in the direct or indirect provi-
sion of material support to such program;

‘“(ii) facilitated, supported, or engaged in
activities to further the development of such
program;

‘“(iii) transmitted information relating to
ballistic missiles to the Government of Iran;
or

‘(iv) otherwise aided such program.

‘(B) A description of the character and sig-
nificance of the cooperation of each person
identified under subparagraph (A) with the
Government of Iran with respect to such pro-
gram.

‘“(C) An assessment of the cooperation of
the Government of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea with the Government of
Iran with respect to such program.

¢“(3) CLASSIFIED ANNEX.—Hach report re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may contain a classi-
fied annex.

“(b) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—Not later
than 15 days after submitting a report re-
quired by subsection (a)(1), the President
shall, in accordance with the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of any person specified in such report
that engages in activities described in sub-
section (a) if such property and interests in
property are in the United States, come
within the United States, or are or come
within the possession or control of a United
States person.

“‘(¢) EXCLUSION FROM UNITED STATES .—
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‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary of State shall
deny a visa to, and the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall exclude from the United
States, any alien subject to blocking of prop-
erty and interests in property under sub-
section (b).

‘“(2) COMPLIANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS
HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Paragraph (1)
shall not apply to the head of state of Iran,
or necessary staff of that head of state, if ad-
mission to the United States is necessary to
permit the United States to comply with the
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and
the United States.

“(d) FACILITATION OF CERTAIN TRANS-
ACTIONS.—The President shall prohibit the
opening, and prohibit or impose strict condi-
tions on the maintaining, in the United
States of a correspondent account or a pay-
able-through account by a foreign financial
institution that the President determines
knowingly, on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of the enactment of the
Iran Accountability Act of 2016, conducts or
facilitates a significant financial transaction
for a person subject to blocking of property
and interests in property under subsection
(b).

“SEC. 233. BLOCKING OF PROPERTY OF PERSONS
AFFILIATED WITH CERTAIN IRANIAN
ENTITIES.

‘‘(a) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall, in
accordance with the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.), block and prohibit all transactions
in all property and interests in property of
any person described in paragraph (2) if such
property and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the United
States, or are or come within the possession
or control of a United States person.

‘“(2) PERSONS DESCRIBED.—A person de-
scribed in this paragraph is—

‘“(A) an entity that is owned or
trolled—

‘“(i) by the Aerospace Industries Organiza-
tion, the Shahid Hemmat Industrial Group,
the Shahid Bakeri Industrial Group, or any
agent or affiliate of such organization or
group; or

‘“(ii) collectively by a group of individuals
that hold an interest in the Aerospace Indus-
tries Organization, the Shahid Hemmat In-
dustrial Group, the Shahid Bakeri Industrial
Group, or any agent or affiliate of such orga-
nization or group, even if none of those indi-
viduals hold a 25 percent or greater interest
in the entity; or

‘“(B) a person that owns or controls an en-
tity described in subparagraph (A).

“(b) FACILITATION OF CERTAIN TRANS-
ACTIONS.—The President shall prohibit the
opening, and prohibit or impose strict condi-
tions on the maintaining, in the United
States of a correspondent account or a pay-
able-through account by a foreign financial
institution that the President determines
knowingly, on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of the enactment of the
Iran Accountability Act of 2016, conducts or
facilitates a significant financial transaction
for a person subject to blocking of property
and interests in property under subsection
(a).
“(c) IRAN MISSILE PROLIFERATION WATCH
LIST.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and not less fre-
quently than annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees and
publish in the Federal Register a list of—

con-
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““(A) each entity in which the Aerospace
Industries Organization, the Shahid Hemmat
Industrial Group, the Shahid Bakeri Indus-
trial Group, or any agent or affiliate of such
organization or group has an ownership in-
terest of more than 0 percent and less than 25
percent;

‘“(B) each entity in which the Aerospace
Industries Organization, the Shahid Hemmat
Industrial Group, the Shahid Bakeri Indus-
trial Group, or any agent or affiliate of such
organization or group does not have an own-
ership interest but maintains a presence on
the board of directors of the entity or other-
wise influences the actions, policies, or per-
sonnel decisions of the entity; and

‘“(C) each person that owns or controls an
entity described in subparagraph (A) or (B).

‘(2) REFERENCE.—The list required by
paragraph (1) may be referred to as the ‘Iran
Missile Proliferation Watch List’.

¢“(d) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General
of the United States shall—

“‘(A) conduct a review of each list required
by subsection (c)(1); and

“(B) not later than 180 days after each such
list is submitted to the appropriate congres-
sional committees under that subsection,
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the review conducted
under subparagraph (A) that includes a list
of persons not included in that list that qual-
ify for inclusion in that list, as determined
by the Comptroller General.

‘“(2) CONSULTATIONS.—In preparing the re-
port required by paragraph (1)(B), the Comp-
troller General shall consult with non-
governmental organizations.

“SEC. 234. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO CERTAIN PERSONS IN-
VOLVED IN BALLISTIC MISSILE AC-
TIVITIES.

‘“(a) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of the
Iran Accountability Act of 2016, and not less
frequently than once every 180 days there-
after, the President shall submit to the ap-
propriate congressional committees a certifi-
cation that each person listed in an annex of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1737 (2006), 1747 (2007), or 1929 (2010) is not di-
rectly or indirectly facilitating, supporting,
or involved with the development of or
transfer to Iran of ballistic missiles or tech-
nology, parts, components, or technology in-
formation relating to ballistic missiles.

“‘(b) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—If the Presi-
dent is unable to make a certification under
subsection (a) with respect to a person and
the person is not currently subject to sanc-
tions with respect to Iran under any other
provision of law, the President shall, not
later than 15 days after that certification
would have been required under that sub-
section—

‘(1) in accordance with the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of that person if such property and in-
terests in property are in the United States,
come within the United States, or are or
come within the possession or control of a
United States person; and

‘(2) publish in the Federal Register a re-
port describing the reason why the President
was unable to make a certification with re-
spect to that person.

“‘(¢) EXCLUSION FROM UNITED STATES .—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary of State shall
deny a visa to, and the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall exclude from the United
States, any alien subject to blocking of prop-
erty and interests in property under sub-
section (b).

‘(2) COMPLIANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS
HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Paragraph (1)
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shall not apply to the head of state of Iran,
or necessary staff of that head of state, if ad-
mission to the United States is necessary to
permit the United States to comply with the
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and
the United States.

“(d) FACILITATION OF CERTAIN TRANS-
ACTIONS.—The President shall prohibit the
opening, and prohibit or impose strict condi-
tions on the maintaining, in the United
States of a correspondent account or a pay-
able-through account by a foreign financial
institution that the President determines
knowingly, on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of the enactment of the
Iran Accountability Act of 2016, conducts or
facilitates a significant financial transaction
for a person subject to blocking of property
and interests in property under subsection
(b).

“SEC. 235. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO CERTAIN SECTORS OF
IRAN THAT SUPPORT THE BAL-
LISTIC MISSILE PROGRAM OF IRAN.

‘‘(a) LIST OF SECTORS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and not less fre-
quently than once every 180 days thereafter,
the President shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees and publish
in the Federal Register a list of the sectors
of the economy of Iran that are directly or
indirectly facilitating, supporting, or in-
volved with the development of or transfer
to Iran of ballistic missiles or technology,
parts, components, or technology informa-
tion relating to ballistic missiles.

¢“(2) CERTAIN SECTORS.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of the Iran Ac-
countability Act of 2016, the President shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a determination as to whether
each of the chemical, computer science, con-
struction, electronic, metallurgy, mining,
research (including universities and research
institutions), and telecommunications sec-
tors of Iran meet the criteria specified in
paragraph (1).

‘“(B) INCLUSION IN INITIAL LIST.—If the
President determines under subparagraph
(A) that the sectors of the economy of Iran
specified in such subparagraph meet the cri-
teria specified in paragraph (1), that sector
shall be included in the initial list submitted
and published under that paragraph.

““(b) SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO SPECIFIED
SECTORS OF IRAN.—

‘(1) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The Presi-
dent shall, in accordance with the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), block and prohibit all
transactions in all property and interests in
property of any person described in para-
graph (4) if such property and interests in
property are in the United States, come
within the United States, or are or come
within the possession or control of a United
States person.

¢“(2) EXCLUSION FROM UNITED STATES.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the Secretary of State
shall deny a visa to, and the Secretary of
Homeland Security shall exclude from the
United States, any alien that is a person de-
scribed in paragraph (4).

‘“(B) COMPLIANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS
HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Subparagraph
(A) shall not apply to the head of state of
Iran, or necessary staff of that head of state,
if admission to the United States is nec-
essary to permit the United States to com-
ply with the Agreement regarding the Head-
quarters of the United Nations, signed at
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Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered into
force November 21, 1947, between the United
Nations and the United States.

‘(3) FACILITATION OF CERTAIN TRANS-
ACTIONS.—Except as provided in this section,
the President shall prohibit the opening, and
prohibit or impose strict conditions on the
maintaining, in the United States of a cor-
respondent account or a payable-through ac-
count by a foreign financial institution that
the President determines knowingly, on or
after the date that is 180 days after the date
of the enactment of the Iran Accountability
Act of 2016, conducts or facilitates a signifi-
cant financial transaction for a person de-
scribed in paragraph (4).

‘“(4) PERSONS DESCRIBED.—A person is de-
scribed in this paragraph if the President de-
termines that the person, on or after the
date that is 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of the Iran Accountability Act of
2016—

‘“(A) operates in a sector of the economy of
Iran included in the most recent list pub-
lished by the President under subsection (a);

‘(B) knowingly provides significant finan-
cial, material, technological, or other sup-
port to, or goods or services in support of,
any activity or transaction on behalf of or
for the benefit of a person described in sub-
paragraph (A); or

‘“(C) is owned or controlled by a person de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

“‘(c) HUMANITARIAN EXCEPTION.—The Presi-
dent may not impose sanctions under this
section with respect to any person for con-
ducting or facilitating a transaction for the
sale of agricultural commodities, food, medi-
cine, or medical devices to Iran or for the
provision of humanitarian assistance to the
people of Iran.

“SEC. 236. IDENTIFICATION OF FOREIGN PER-
SONS THAT SUPPORT THE BAL-
LISTIC MISSILE PROGRAM OF IRAN
IN CERTAIN SECTORS OF IRAN.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and not less fre-
quently than annually thereafter, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and publish in the Federal
Register a list of all foreign persons that
have, based on credible information, directly
or indirectly facilitated, supported, or been
involved with the development of ballistic
missiles or technology, parts, components,
or technology information related to bal-
listic missiles in the following sectors of the
economy of Iran during the period specified
in subsection (b):

‘(1) Chemical.

‘“(2) Computer Science.

‘(3) Construction.

‘“(4) Electronic.

“(5) Metallurgy.

‘“(6) Mining.

‘(T Petrochemical.

‘“(8) Research (including universities and
research institutions).

‘(9) Telecommunications.

‘“(10) Any other sector of the economy of
Iran identified under section 235(a).

‘“(b) PERIOD SPECIFIED.—The period speci-
fied in this subsection is—

‘(1) with respect to the first list submitted
under subsection (a), the period beginning on
the date of the enactment of the Iran Ac-
countability Act of 2016 and ending on the
date that is 120 days after such date of enact-
ment; and

‘“(2) with respect to each subsequent list
submitted under such subsection, the one
year period preceding the submission of the
list.

““(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to each list
submitted under subsection (a), not later
than 120 days after the list is submitted
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under that subsection, the Comptroller Gen-
eral of the United States shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees—

““(A) an assessment of the processes fol-
lowed by the President in preparing the list;

‘“(B) an assessment of the foreign persons
included in the list; and

“(C) a list of persons not included in the
list that qualify for inclusion in the list, as
determined by the Comptroller General.

‘(2) CONSULTATIONS.—In preparing the re-
port required by paragraph (1), the Comp-
troller General shall consult with non-
governmental organizations.

‘(d) CREDIBLE INFORMATION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘credible information’
has the meaning given that term in section
14 of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note).

“Subtitle D—General Provisions
“SEC. 241. DEFINITIONS.

“In this title:

‘(1) ENTITY.—The term ‘entity’ means any
corporation, business association, partner-
ship, trust, society, or any other entity.

‘“(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘foreign
person’ means a person that is not a United
States person.

‘“(3) OWN OR CONTROL.—The term ‘own or
control’ means, with respect to an entity—

‘““(A) to hold more than 25 percent of the
equity interest by vote or value in the enti-
ty;

‘“(B) to hold any seats on the board of di-
rectors of the entity; or

‘(C) to otherwise control the actions, poli-
cies, or personnel decisions of the entity.

‘“(4) PERSON.—The term ‘person’ means an
individual or entity.

‘“(5) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
‘United States person’ means—

““(A) a United States citizen or an alien
lawfully admitted for permanent residence
to the United States; or

‘“(B) an entity organized under the laws of
the United States or of any jurisdiction
within the United States, including a foreign
branch of such an entity.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 224 the following:

‘“‘Subtitle C—Measures Relating to Ballistic
Missile Program of Iran

“Sec. 231. Definitions.

“Sec. 232. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to persons that support
the ballistic missile program of
Iran.

Blocking of property of persons
affiliated with certain Iranian
entities.

Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to certain persons in-
volved in ballistic missile ac-
tivities.

Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to certain sectors of Iran
that support the ballistic mis-
sile program of Iran.

Identification of foreign persons
that support the ballistic mis-
sile program of Iran in certain
sectors of Iran.

‘“‘Subtitle D—General Provisions

‘“Sec. 241. Definitions.”.

SEC. 204. EXPANSION OF MANDATORY SANC-
TIONS WITH RESPECT TO FINANCIAL
INSTITUTIONS THAT ENGAGE IN
CERTAIN TRANSACTIONS RELATING
TO BALLISTIC MISSILE CAPABILI-
TIES OF IRAN.

Section 104 of the Comprehensive Iran

Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment

Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8513) is amended—

‘‘Sec. 233.

“Sec. 234.

“Sec.

235.

‘‘Sec. 236.
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(1) in subsection (¢)(2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(i) in clause (i), by striking *‘; or’
serting a semicolon;

(ii) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause
(iii); and

(iii) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(ii) to acquire or develop ballistic missiles
and capabilities and launch technology re-
lating to ballistic missiles; or’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (E)(ii)—

(i) in subclause (I), by striking ‘‘; or’” and
inserting a semicolon;

(i1) by redesignating subclause (II) as sub-
clause (II1); and

(iii) by inserting after subclause (I) the fol-
lowing:

“(II) Iran’s development of ballistic mis-
siles and capabilities and launch technology
relating to ballistic missiles; or’’; and

(2) in subsection (f)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and moving those subparagraphs, as so redes-
ignated, two ems to the right;

(B) by striking ‘“WAIVER.—The’’ and insert-
ing “WAIVER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may not waive under paragraph (1)
the application of a prohibition or condition
imposed with respect to an activity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) or (E)(ii)(II)
of subsection (¢)(2).”.

SEC. 205. DISCLOSURE TO THE SECURITIES AND
EXCHANGE COMMISSION OF ACTIVI-
TIES WITH CERTAIN SECTORS OF
IRAN THAT SUPPORT THE BAL-
LISTIC MISSILE PROGRAM OF IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 13(r)(1) of the Se-
curities Exchange Act of 1934 (156 U.S.C.
78m(r)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; or”’
and inserting a semicolon;

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as
subparagraph (E); and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following:

‘(D) knowingly engaged in any activity for
which sanctions may be imposed under sec-
tion 235 of the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012;”’.

(b) INVESTIGATIONS.—Section 13(r)(5)(A) of
the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 is
amended by striking ‘‘an Executive order
specified in clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph
(1)(D)” and inserting ‘‘section 235 of the Iran
Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights
Act of 2012, an Executive order specified in
clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (1)(E)”.

(c) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
13(r)(b) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934
is amended, in the matter preceding subpara-

)

and in-

graph (A), by striking ‘‘subparagraph
(D)(iii)” and inserting ‘‘subparagraph
(BE)(iii)”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect with
respect to reports required to be filed with
the Securities and Exchange Commission
after the date that is 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 206. REGULATIONS.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the President shall
prescribe regulations to carry out this title
and the amendments made by this title.

TITLE III—SANCTIONS RELATING TO
IRAN’S SUPPORT OF TERRORISM
SEC. 301. SPECIAL MEASURES WITH RESPECT TO
IRAN RELATING TO ITS DESIGNA-
TION AS A JURISDICTION OF PRI-
MARY MONEY LAUNDERING CON-
CERN.

(a) PROHIBITION ON DIRECT USE OF COR-

RESPONDENT ACCOUNTS.—A covered financial
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institution shall terminate any cor-
respondent account that—
(1) is established, maintained, adminis-

tered, or managed in the United States for,
or on behalf of, an Iranian banking institu-
tion; and

(2) is not blocked under any Executive
Order issued pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.).

(b) SPECIAL DUE DILIGENCE MEASURES FOR
CORRESPONDENT ACCOUNTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered financial insti-
tution shall apply special due diligence
measures to correspondent accounts of the
financial institution that are reasonably de-
signed to guard against the improper indi-
rect use of such accounts by Iranian banking
institutions.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The special due dili-
gence measures a covered financial institu-
tion is required to apply to correspondent ac-
counts under paragraph (1) shall include, at
a minimum—

(A) notifying the holders of such accounts
that the covered financial institution knows
or has reason to know provide services to
Iranian banking institutions, that such hold-
ers generally may not provide Iranian bank-
ing institutions with access to such ac-
counts; and

(B) taking reasonable steps to identify any
indirect use of such accounts by Iranian
banking institutions, to the extent that such
indirect use can be determined from trans-
actional records maintained by the covered
financial institution in the normal course of
business.

(3) RISK-BASED APPROACH.—A covered fi-
nancial institution shall take a risk-based
approach when deciding what, if any, other
due diligence measures the financial institu-
tion should adopt to guard against the im-
proper indirect use of its correspondent ac-
counts by Iranian banking institutions.

(4) RESPONSE TO INDIRECT ACCESS BY IRA-
NIAN BANKING INSTITUTIONS.—A covered fi-
nancial institution that obtains credible in-
formation that a correspondent account is
being used by a foreign bank to provide indi-
rect access to an Iranian banking institu-
tion, shall—

(A) take all appropriate steps to prevent
such indirect access, including notifying the
holder of the account under paragraph (1)(A);
and

(B) where necessary,
count.

(¢) RECORDKEEPING AND REPORTING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A covered financial insti-
tution shall document its compliance with
the notice requirement set forth in sub-
section (b)(2)(A).

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall require a covered financial in-
stitution to report any information not oth-
erwise required to be reported by law or reg-
ulation.

(d) TERMINATION.—This section shall termi-
nate on the date that is 30 days after the
date on which the President submits to Con-
gress—

(1) the certification described in section
401(a) of the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions,
Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010
(22 U.S.C. 8551(a)); and

(2) a certification that the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force has lifted its call for coun-
termeasures against Iran and Iran has be-
come a member of a regional body of the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CORRESPONDENT ACCOUNT.—The term
‘“‘correspondent account’” has the meaning
given that term in section 1010.605 of title 31,
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act).

terminate the ac-

July 14, 2016

(2) COVERED FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘‘covered financial institution” has the
meaning given that term under paragraphs
(1) and (2) of section 1010.605(e) of title 31,
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on
the day before the date of the enactment of
this Act).

(3) FOREIGN BANK.—The term ‘‘foreign
bank’ has the meaning given that term in
section 1010.100(u) of title 31, Code of Federal
Regulations (as in effect on the day before
the date of the enactment of this Act).

(4) IRANIAN BANKING INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘‘Iranian banking institution” means—

(A) any foreign bank chartered by Iran, in-
cluding—

(i) any branches, offices, or subsidiaries of
such a bank operating in any jurisdiction;
and

(ii) any branch or office within Iran of any
foreign bank licensed by Iran;

(B) the Central Bank of Iran; and

(C) any foreign bank of which more than 50
percent of the voting stock or analogous in-
terest is owned by two or more foreign banks
chartered by Iran.

TITLE IV—SANCTIONS RELATING TO
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN IRAN

SEC. 401. EXPANSION OF LIST OF PERSONS IN-
VOLVED IN HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES
IN IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 105 of the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability,
and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8514) is
amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking
‘‘CERTAIN PERSONS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
OR COMPLICIT’ and inserting ‘‘PERSONS IN-
VOLVED’’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR OR COMPLICIT”’
and inserting “INVOLVED’;

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1 IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, the President
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a list of persons the Presi-
dent determines have committed or facili-
tated, directly or indirectly, human rights
abuses or other acts of violence, intimida-
tion, or harassment, on behalf of the Govern-
ment of Iran on or after June 12, 2009, regard-
less of whether such abuses or acts occurred
in Iran.”’; and

(C) in paragraph (2)(A), by striking ‘‘this
Act” and inserting ‘‘the Iran Accountability
Act of 2016”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

““(e) INCLUSION OF ACTIONS THAT VIOLATE
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS.—
For purposes of subsection (b)(1), the term
‘human rights abuses’ includes actions that
violate the rights listed in the United Na-
tions TUniversal Declaration of Human
Rights, adopted at Paris December 10, 1948.”".

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 is amended by striking the item relating
to section 105 and inserting the following:

““Sec. 105. Imposition of sanctions on per-
sons involved in human rights
abuses committed against citi-
zens of Iran or their family
members after the June 12, 2009,
elections in Iran.”.

SEC. 402. IDENTIFICATION OF, AND IMPOSITION

OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO,
CERTAIN IRANIAN INDIVIDUALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 221 of the Iran
Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights
Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8727) is amended to read
as follows:
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“SEC. 221. IDENTIFICATION OF, AND IMPOSITION
OF SANCTIONS WITH RESPECT TO,
CERTAIN IRANIAN INDIVIDUALS.

‘‘(a) IDENTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUALS.—Not
later than 90 days after the date of the enact-
ment of the Iran Accountability Act of 2016,
and every 180 days thereafter, the President
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and publish in the Federal
Register a list of all individuals the Presi-
dent determines are described in subsection
().
‘“(b) INDIVIDUALS DESCRIBED.—An indi-
vidual described in this subsection is—

‘(1) the Supreme Leader of Iran;

‘“(2) the President of Iran;

‘“(3) a current or former key official, man-
ager, or director of an entity that is owned
or controlled after November 14, 1979, by—

‘“(A) the Supreme Leader of Iran;

‘“(B) the Office of the Supreme Leader of
Iran;

‘(C) the President of Iran;

‘(D) the Office of the President of Iran;

‘““(E) Iran’s Revolutionary Guard Corps;

“(F') the Basij-e Motaz’afin;

‘(&) the Guardian Council;

‘“‘(H) the Ministry of Intelligence and Secu-
rity of Iran;

“(I) the Atomic Energy Organization of
Iran;

‘“(J) the Islamic Consultative Assembly of
Iran;

‘(K) the Assembly of Experts of Iran;

‘(L) the Ministry of Defense and Armed
Forces Logistics of Iran;

‘(M) the Ministry of Justice of Iran;

‘“(N) the Ministry of Interior of Iran;

“(0) the prison system of Iran;

‘“(P) the judicial system of Iran, including
the Islamic Revolutionary Courts; or

“(Q) any citizen of Iran included on the list
of specially designated nationals and blocked
persons maintained by the Office of Foreign
Assets Control of the Department of the
Treasury;

‘“(4) a citizen of Iran indicted in a foreign
country for, or otherwise suspected of, par-
ticipation in a terrorist attack;

‘(6) a person that ordered, controlled, di-
rected, or was otherwise complicit in the
kidnaping or politically motivated detention
of a United States citizen, including a United
States citizen who is also a citizen of an-
other country; or

‘(6) a significant foreign political figure
associated with an individual described in
any of paragraphs (1) through (5) who is not
a United States person.

““(c) EXCLUSION FROM UNITED STATES.—EX-
cept as provided in subsection (f), the Sec-
retary of State shall deny a visa to, and the
Secretary of Homeland Security shall ex-
clude from the United States, any alien who
is on the list required by subsection (a).

‘(d) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—Except as
provided in subsection (f), the President
shall, in accordance with the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (60 U.S.C.
1701 et seq.), block and prohibit all trans-
actions in all property and interests in prop-
erty of any individual who is on the list re-
quired by subsection (a) if such property and
interests in property are in the United
States, come within the United States, or
are or come within the possession or control
of a United States person.

‘‘(e) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and every 90 days
thereafter, the President shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port that describes the efforts the President
has taken during the 90 days preceding the
submission of the report to locate and block
all property and interests in property of any
individual who is on the list required by sub-
section (a).
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‘(2 FORM OF REPORT.—Each report re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex if necessary.

“(f) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may not
include an individual on the list required by
subsection (a) if the President determines
that, during the 10-year period preceding the
determination, the individual has not in any
way engaged in, facilitated, or otherwise
supported—

‘“(A) human rights abuses;

‘“(B) acts of international terrorism; or

‘(C) the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction.

‘(2) COMPLIANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS
HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Subsection (c)
shall not apply to the head of state of Iran,
or necessary staff of that head of state, if ad-
mission to the United States is necessary to
permit the United States to comply with the
Agreement regarding the Headquarters of
the United Nations, signed at Lake Success
June 26, 1947, and entered into force Novem-
ber 21, 1947, between the United Nations and
the United States.

‘(g) WAIVER.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may waive
the application of subsection (¢) or (d) with
respect to an individual for a period of 180
days, and may renew that waiver for addi-
tional periods of 180 days, if the President—

‘“(A) determines that the waiver is vital to
the national security of the United States;
and

‘“(B) not less than 7 days before the waiver
or the renewal of the waiver, as the case may
be, takes effect, submits a report to the ap-
propriate congressional committees on the
waiver and the reason for the waiver.

‘“(2) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report sub-
mitted under paragraph (1)(B) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form, but may include
a classified annex if necessary.

‘“(3) SUNSET.—The provisions of this sub-
section and any waivers issued pursuant to
this subsection shall terminate on December
31, 2018.

““(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) OWN OR CONTROL.—The term ‘own or
control’ means, with respect to an entity—

““(A) to hold more than 25 percent of the
equity interest by vote or value in the enti-
ty:

“(B) to hold any seats on the board of di-
rectors of the entity; or

‘“(C) to otherwise control the actions, poli-
cies, or personnel decisions of the entity.

¢“(2) SIGNIFICANT FOREIGN POLITICAL FIG-
URE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘significant
foreign political figure’ includes a current or
former senior political figure, the immediate
family of such a figure, and close associates
of such a figure.

‘“(B) ADDITIONAL DEFINITIONS.—For pur-
poses of subparagraph (A):

‘(i) CLOSE ASSOCIATE.—The term ‘close as-
sociate’, with respect to a senior political
figure—

‘“(I) means an individual who is widely and
publicly known to maintain an unusually
close relationship with the senior political
figure; and

‘“(IT) includes an individual who is in a po-
sition to conduct substantial domestic and
international financial transactions on be-
half of the senior political figure.

‘“(ii) IMMEDIATE FAMILY.—The term ‘imme-
diate family’, with respect to a senior for-
eign political figure, means the parents, sib-
lings, spouse, children, and in-laws of the
senior political figure.

¢‘(iii) SENIOR POLITICAL FIGURE.—The term
‘senior political figure’ means a senior offi-
cial in the executive, legislative, administra-
tive, military, or judicial branches of the
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Government of Iran (whether elected or not),

a senior official of a major political party in

Iran, or a senior executive of an entity

owned or controlled by the Government of

Iran.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C.
8701 et seq.) is amended by striking the item
relating to section 221 and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘“‘Sec. 221. Identification of, and imposition
of sanctions with respect to,
certain Iranian individuals.”.

SEC. 403. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO PERSONS WHO CONDUCT
TRANSACTIONS WITH OR ON BE-
HALF OF CERTAIN IRANIAN INDIVID-
UALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle B of title II of
the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8721 et seq.) is
amended by inserting after section 221 the
following:

“SEC. 221A. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO PERSONS WHO CONDUCT
TRANSACTIONS WITH OR ON BE-
HALF OF CERTAIN IRANIAN INDIVID-
UALS.

‘‘(a) SALE, SUPPLY, OR TRANSFER OF GOODS
AND SERVICES.—The President shall impose 5
or more of the sanctions described in section
6(a) of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note) with respect
to a person that knowingly, on or after the
date that is 120 days after the date of the en-
actment of the Iran Accountability Act of
2016, sells, supplies, or transfers goods or
services to an individual who is on the list
required by section 221(a).

“(b) FACILITATION OF CERTAIN TRANS-
ACTIONS.—The President shall prohibit the
opening, and prohibit or impose strict condi-
tions on the maintaining, in the United
States of a correspondent account or a pay-
able-through account by any foreign finan-
cial institution that has knowingly con-
ducted or facilitated a significant financial
transaction on behalf of an individual who is
on the list required by section 221(a).

“(c) APPLICATION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF
THE IRAN SANCTIONS ACT OF 1996.—The fol-
lowing provisions of the Iran Sanctions Act
of 1996 (Public Law 104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701
note) shall apply with respect to the imposi-
tion of sanctions under subsection (a) to the
same extent that such provisions apply with
respect to the imposition of sanctions under
section 5(a) of the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996:

‘(1) Subsections (¢), (d), and (f) of section
5.

‘“(2) Section 8.

¢“(3) Section 11.

‘‘(4) Section 12.

¢(6) Section 13(b).

¢“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act:

‘(1) ACCOUNT; CORRESPONDENT ACCOUNT;
PAYABLE-THROUGH ACCOUNT.—The terms ‘ac-
count’, ‘correspondent account’, and ‘pay-
able-through account’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 5318A of title 31,
United States Code.

‘“(2) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘foreign financial institution’ has the
meaning given that term in section 561.308 of
title 31, Code of Federal Regulations (or any
corresponding similar regulation or rul-
ing).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C.
8701 et seq.) is amended by inserting after
the item relating to section 221 the fol-
lowing:

“Sec. 221A. Imposition of sanctions with re-
spect to persons who conduct
transactions with or on behalf
of certain Iranian individuals.”.
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SEC. 404. MANDATORY SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
THAT ENGAGE IN CERTAIN TRANS-
ACTIONS ON BEHALF OF PERSONS
INVOLVED IN HUMAN RIGHTS
ABUSES OR THAT EXPORT SEN-
SITIVE TECHNOLOGY TO IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 104(c)(2) of the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C.
8513(c)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘or’’ at
the end;

(2) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(F) facilitates a significant transaction or
transactions or provides significant financial
services for a person that is subject to sanc-
tions under section 105(c), 105A(c), 1056B(¢c), or
105C(a);”’.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act and apply
with respect to any activity described in sub-
paragraph (F) of section 104(c)(2) of the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability,
and Divestment Act of 2010, as added by sub-
section (a)(3), initiated on or after the date
that is 90 days after such date of enactment.

(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe
regulations to carry out the amendments
made by subsection (a).

SEC. 405. UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR THE
PEOPLE OF IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle B of title IV of
the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8751 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
“SEC. 416. UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR THE

PEOPLE OF IRAN.

‘‘(a) PoLICY OF THE UNITED STATES.—It is
the policy of the United States—

‘(1) to support the efforts of the people of
Iran to promote the establishment of basic
freedoms in Iran;

‘“(2) to lay the foundation for the emer-
gence of a freely elected, open, and demo-
cratic political system in Iran that is not a
threat to its neighbors or to the United
States and to work with all citizens of Iran
who seek to establish such a political sys-
tem;

““(3) to support the emergence of a govern-
ment in Iran that does not oppress the peo-
ple of Iran and does not persecute, intimi-
date, arrest, imprison, or execute dissidents
or minorities;

‘“(4) to advocate on behalf of those in Iran
persecuted for their religion or belief;

‘“(6) to assist the people of Iran to produce,
access, and share information freely and
safely through the Internet and other media;
and

‘(6) to defeat all attempts by the Govern-
ment of Iran to jam or otherwise obstruct
international satellite broadcast signals.

““(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

‘(1) the United States should support citi-
zens of Iran that actively work to advance
political, economic, and social reforms, in-
cluding freedom of the press, freedom of as-
sembly, freedom of religion, and representa-
tive government;

‘(2) the President should use all available
nonviolent means to support citizens of Iran
that advocate for pluralistic, prosperous, and
participatory societies;

“(3) programs of the Department of State
to support reform in Iran have not resulted
in a more democratic Iran;

‘“(4) the Government of Iran continues to
play a pernicious role in the Middle East, un-
dermining democratic consolidation in Iraq,
supporting international terrorism through
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Hezbollah, and aiding the autocratic regime
of Bashar al-Assad in Syria;

‘() the Secretary of State should make
every effort to deliver support directly to
people working in Iran to implement pro-
grams carried out using assistance provided
by the Department of State when possible
and all possible means of delivering such as-
sistance should be used; and

‘“(6) oversight, management, and imple-
mentation of programs of the Department of
State to support reform in Iran should be
under the direction of the Special Coordi-
nator on Human Rights and Democracy in
Iran established under section 406 of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, in consultation
with the Assistant Secretary of State for De-
mocracy, Human Rights, and Labor.

“(c) ASSISTANCE TO SUPPORT REFORM IN
IRAN.—

‘(1) ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, the Sec-
retary of State may provide assistance (in-
cluding through the award of grants) to indi-
viduals and entities working in Iran for the
purpose of supporting and promoting the
rule of law, good governance, civil society,
and economic opportunity in Iran.

“(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE.—Assist-
ance authorized under this subsection should
be provided only to a person that—

““(A) officially opposes the use of violence
and terrorism and has not been designated as
a foreign terrorist organization under sec-
tion 219 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1189) at any time during the 4-
year period ending on the date of the enact-
ment of the Iran Accountability Act of 2016;

‘(B) advocates the adherence by Iran to
nonproliferation regimes for nuclear, chem-
ical, and biological weapons and materiel,
and ballistic missiles;

‘(C) is dedicated to democratic values and
supports the adoption of a democratic form
of government in Iran;

‘(D) is dedicated to respect for human
rights, including the fundamental equality of
women; and

‘“(E) supports freedom of the press, freedom
of speech, freedom of association, and free-
dom of religion.

¢“(3) NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT.—Not later
than 15 days before each obligation of assist-
ance under this subsection, the Secretary of
State shall notify the Committee on Foreign
Relations and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
in accordance with the procedures applicable
to reprogramming notifications under sec-
tion 634A of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2394-1).

‘“(4) TERMINATION.—The authority to pro-
vide assistance under this subsection shall
expire on December 31, 2020.

“(d) REPORTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016, and every 180
days thereafter, the Secretary of State shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees a report on the implementation
of this section that includes the following:

‘“(A) An identification of the actions the
President has taken during the 180-day pe-
riod immediately preceding the submission
of the report to advance each of the policies
described in subsection (a).

‘(B) A clear strategy for advancing polit-
ical, economic, and social reform in Iran
that includes benchmarks for success that
lead to a set of identified discrete goals and
objectives.

“(C) A plan to monitor and evaluate the ef-
fectiveness of the provision of assistance au-
thorized under subsection (c¢), including
measures of effectiveness.
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‘(D) The status of the programming of as-
sistance under subsection (c).

‘“(E) An analysis of any past programming
of assistance under subsection (c¢) and its ef-
fectiveness with respect to supporting and
promoting the rule of law, good governance,
civil society, and economic opportunity in
Iran.

‘“(2) FORM OF REPORT.—Each report re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in
unclassified form, but may include a classi-
fied annex if necessary.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Iran Threat Reduction and
Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 is amended
by inserting after the item relating to sec-
tion 415 the following:

‘“‘Sec. 416. United States support for the peo-
ple of Iran.”.
SEC. 406. UNITED STATES SPECIAL COORDI-
NATOR ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND DE-
MOCRACY IN IRAN.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The President shall des-
ignate within the Department of State a
Special Coordinator on Human Rights and
Democracy in Iran (in this section referred
to as the ‘“‘Special Coordinator’).

(b) CONSULTATION AND QUALIFICATIONS.—
Before the President designates a Special Co-
ordinator under subsection (a), the Secretary
of State shall consult with the chairmen and
ranking members of the appropriate congres-
sional committees. The role of Special Coor-
dinator should be filled by an official of the
Department of State appointed by and serv-
ing at the pleasure of the President in a posi-
tion not lower than Under Secretary on the
day before the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(c) DuTIES.—The Special Coordinator shall
carry out the following duties:

(1) Coordinate the activities of the United
States Government that promote human
rights, democracy, political freedom, and re-
ligious freedom inside Iran.

(2) Coordinate the activities of the United
States Government that promote human
rights, political freedom, and religious free-
dom for Iranian refugees and asylees living
outside Iran.

(3) Ensure the comprehensive investigation
and designation of Iranian human rights
abusers in accordance with section 105 of the
Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Account-
ability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C.
8514).

(4) Coordinate the documentation and pub-
licizing of political dissidents and cases of
human rights abuse inside Iran.

(5) Coordinate multilateral efforts to build
international support for the promotion of
human rights, democracy, political freedom,
and religious freedom in Iran, including
broadcasting, Internet access, and dissemi-
nation of information.

(6) Encourage the United Nations, multi-
lateral organizations, and human rights non-
governmental organizations to more
robustly investigate and report on human
rights abuses in Iran.

(7) Encourage foreign governments to
downgrade or sever diplomatic relations with
the Government of Iran, enact economic
sanctions, and assist Iranian dissidents in re-
sponse to the continued violations of human
rights by the Government of Iran.

(8) Encourage foreign governments to expel
Iran from international fora and organiza-
tions with a human rights component, in-
cluding the United Nations Commission on
the Status of Women, the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation, the United Nations Children’s Fund,
and the International Labour Organization.

(9) Coordinate all programs to promote
human rights, democracy, political freedom,
and religious freedom inside Iran.
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(d) AUTHORITY.—

(1) COORDINATION OF ACTIVITIES.—The Spe-
cial Coordinator shall coordinate all activi-
ties related to Iran carried out by the Bu-
reau of Near Eastern Affairs, the Bureau of
Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, and
the Bureau of Population, Refugees and Mi-
gration of the Department of State, the Am-
bassador-at-Large for International Reli-
gious Freedom, the Special Envoy to Mon-
itor and Combat Anti-Semitism, the United
States Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom, the National Endowment for
Democracy, and the Broadcasting Board of
Governors.

(2) COORDINATION OF USE OF FUNDS.—The
Special Coordinator shall coordinate and
oversee the obligation and expenditure of
funds related to human rights, democracy,
Internet freedom, and broadcasting activi-
ties in Iran, including funds made available
for such purposes to the Middle East Part-
nership Initiative, the United States Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom,
the Broader Middle East and North Africa
Initiative, the Human Rights and Democracy
Fund, and the Near Eastern Regional Democ-
racy Fund.

(e) DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION.—Subject
to the direction of the President and the Sec-
retary of State, the Special Coordinator
shall represent the United States in matters
and cases relevant to the promotion of
human rights, democracy, political freedom,
and religious freedom in Iran in—

(1) contacts with foreign governments,
intergovernmental organizations, and spe-
cialized agencies of the United Nations, the
Organization for Security and Co-operation
in Europe, and other international organiza-
tions of which the United States is a mem-
ber; and

(2) multilateral conferences and meetings
relevant to the promotion of human rights,
democracy, political freedom, and religious
freedom in Iran.

(f) CONSULTATIONS.—The Special Coordi-
nator shall consult with Congress, domestic
and international nongovernmental organi-
zations, labor organizations, and multilat-
eral organizations and institutions as the
Special Coordinator considers appropriate to
fulfill the purposes of this section.

(g) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 407. BROADCASTING TO IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty and the Voice of America services
broadcasting to Iran shall—

(1) provide news and information that is
accessible, credible, comprehensive, and ac-
curate;

(2) emphasize investigative and analytical
journalism provided by Iranian or pro-Ira-
nian media outlets; and

(3) strengthen civil society by promoting
democratic processes, respect for human
rights, and freedom of the press and expres-
sion.

(b) PROGRAMMING SURGE.—Radio Free Eu-
rope/Radio Liberty and Voice of America
programming to Iran shall—

(1) provide programming content 24 hours a
day and 7 days a week to target populations
using all available and effective distribution
outlets, including at least 12 hours a day of
original television and video content, not in-
cluding live video streaming of breaking
news;
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(2) create mobile platforms with an embed-
ded proxy to offer the people of Iran the op-
portunity to securely listen to programming;

(3) increase number of staffers based in the
region to allow for more direct contact with
the people of Iran;

(4) expand the use, audience, and audience
engagement of mobile news and multimedia
platforms by the Voice of America and the
Radio Farda service of Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty, including through Internet-
based social networking platforms; and

(5) establish fellowships for Iranian jour-
nalists who have fled the country to learn
about free, competitive media and be trained
in surrogate reporting.

SEC. 408. REPORT ON UNITED STATES CITIZENS
DETAINED BY IRAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter, the President
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on United States
citizens, including dual citizens, detained by
Iran or groups supported by Iran that in-
cludes—

(1) information regarding any officials of
the Government of Iran involved in any way
in the detentions; and

(2) a summary of efforts the United States
Government has taken to secure the swift re-
lease of those United States citizens, includ-
ing United States citizens who are also citi-
zens of other countries.

(b) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required
by subsection (a) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex if necessary.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’ has
the meaning given that term in section 14 of
the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-172; 50 U.S.C. 1701 note).

SEC. 409. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ROLE OF THE
UNITED NATIONS IN PROMOTING
HUMAN RIGHTS IN IRAN.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) the United Nations has a significant
role to play in promoting and improving
human rights in Iran;

(2) the United States should continue to
support the work of the United Nations Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran; and

(3) the egregious human rights violations
in Iran warrant country-specific attention
and continued reporting by the Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
in the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Special
Rapporteur on torture and other cruel, inhu-
man, or degrading treatment or punishment,
the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention,
the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial,
summary, or arbitrary executions, the Spe-
cial Rapporteur on the promotion and pro-
tection of the right to freedom of opinion
and expression, the Special Rapporteur on
freedom of religion or belief, and the Special
Rapporteur on violence against women, its
causes, and consequences, of the United Na-
tions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE)
and the gentleman from New York (Mr.
ENGEL) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 5631, the Iran
Accountability Act of 2016.

This week marks the first anniver-
sary of President Obama’s agreement
with Iran. I wish I could say that it has
been a win, or the win that the pro-
ponents had hoped for. But a sober as-
sessment is that both the short-term
and long-term national security inter-
ests of the United States have been
deeply impacted here. We have suffered
as a result of this agreement.

Under the deal, the Obama adminis-
tration promised that we would be in a
position to verify all of Iran’s commit-
ments under the agreement. This just
has not been the case. A year later, we
have less public information about
Iran’s nuclear activities than we did
before the pact.

International inspectors were to have
full and unrestricted access to any
military or suspicious location in Iran.
Now, it turns out that the deal in-
cluded an unprecedented arrangement
that relies on Iran to ‘‘self-inspect’ its
Parchin military complex.

The administration insisted that a
U.N. Security Council resolution would
continue to prohibit Iran’s ballistic
missile development. The reality is
that it has a loophole big enough for
Iran to shoot an intercontinental bal-
listic missile through, and Iran has
shot through that loophole. Some of
those tested missiles that they have
shot through that loophole are marked
“Israel must be wiped off the Earth.”
That is what is in writing in Farsi on
the side of them. And if anybody
should not get the message, it is also
written in Hebrew.

When the Obama administration was
strong-arming its allies in the other
body to save its Iran deal, many prom-
ises were made. Central to the White
House story line was the President’s
claim that sanctions on Iran for ter-
rorism, sanctions for human rights,
and sanctions on the ballistic missiles,
in their words, ‘‘will continue to be
fully enforced.”

This, unfortunately, has not hap-
pened. Unfortunately, the administra-
tion’s words have not matched its ac-
tions. The administration has meekly
responded to Iran’s provocative acts,
thanks in part to the weak U.N. Secu-
rity Council language in which we wa-
tered down the previous language on
ballistic missiles. That was agreed to
by the administration. And just one,
only one Iranian, one sole individual,
has been sanctioned for human rights
abuses since negotiations began—one.

Indeed, last month, a top Treasury
official publicly proclaimed that ter-
rorism and missile sanctions would un-
dermine the Iran agreement. That is
not what this committee was origi-
nally told before this agreement was
voted on. We were told exactly the op-
posite.

By now, every Member should know
the pattern, and the pattern is this. If
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Iran objects, the administration bends
over backwards to accommodate. Ef-
fectively, the Supreme Leader now
holds the veto pin over future congres-
sional action. This policy of what I call
“walking on egg shells’ in deference to
Tehran hurts our U.S. national secu-
rity interest.

And it doesn’t have to be this way.
The nuclear agreement permits sanc-
tions on the Iranian regime for activi-
ties such as missile tests, terrorism,
and human rights abuses. Indeed, that
is what the administration said they
would do after they struck their deal.
This legislation before the House holds
the administration to their promises to
us.
Among other provisions, this legisla-
tion increases sanctions against Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps.
That is what we call the IRGC. It ex-
pands sanctions against Iran for its
ballistic missile development, and we
should. It stresses the fundamental
human rights of the Iranian people as
key to our national security concerns.

I would just say Congress has an obli-
gation to look for ways to stem the
tide of Iranian aggression in the region
and to stem the tide of its repression of
the Persian, of the Iranian people at
home.

I strongly urge all of my colleagues
to support this legislation.

I reserve the balance of my time.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,

Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE, I am writing with
respect to H.R. 5631, the ‘‘Iran Account-
ability Act of 2016.”” As a result of your hav-
ing consulted with us on provisions in H.R.
5631 that fall within the Rule X jurisdiction
of the Committee on Ways and Means, I
agree to waive consideration of this bill so
that it may proceed expeditiously to the
House floor.

The Committee on Ways and Means takes
this action with the mutual understanding
that by forgoing consideration of H.R. 5631 at
this time, we do not waive any jurisdiction
over the subject matter contained in this or
similar legislation, and the Committee will
be appropriately consulted and involved as
the bill or similar legislation moves forward
so that we may address any remaining issues
that fall within our Rule X jurisdiction. The
Committee also reserves the right to seek
appointment of an appropriate number of
conferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation, and re-
quests your support for such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding,
and would ask that a copy of our exchange of
letters on this matter be included in the
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation thereof.

Sincerely,
KEVIN BRADY,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. KEVIN BRADY,
Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-

sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
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fairs on H.R. 5631, the Iran Accountability
Act of 2016, and for agreeing to be discharged
from further consideration of that bill.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your Com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this bill or similar legislation in
the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 5631
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. ED ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: On July 6, 2016, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
(‘‘the Committee’’) received a referral for
H.R. 5631, the ‘“Iran Accountability Act of
2016.”

In order to expedite the House’s consider-
ation of this important legislation, the Com-
mittee will forego consideration of the meas-
ure. This waiver is, however, conditioned on
our mutual understanding that it does not
diminish or otherwise affect any future juris-
dictional claim over the subject matter con-
tained in the bill or any similar legislation.

Please place a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging the Committee’s ju-
risdictional interest into any committee re-
port on H.R. 5631 and into the Congressional
Record during its floor consideration. I
would also appreciate your support for the
appointment of Committee members to any
House-Senate conference on this legislation.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 5631, the Iran Accountability
Act of 2016, and for agreeing to be discharged
from further consideration of that bill.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your Com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this bill or similar legislation in
the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 5631
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 5631, the Iran Accountability
Act of 2016, and for agreeing to be discharged
from further consideration of that bill.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your Com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this bill or similar legislation in
the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 5631
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOV-
ERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. EDWARD ROYCE,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I write concerning
H.R. 5631, the Iran Accountability Act of
2016. As you know, the Committee on For-
eign Affairs received an original referral and
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform a secondary referral when the
bill was introduced on July 6, 2016. I recog-
nize and appreciate your desire to bring this
legislation before the House of Representa-
tives in an expeditious manner, and accord-
ingly, the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform will forego action on the
bill.

The Committee takes this action with our
mutual understanding that by foregoing con-
sideration of H.R. 5631 at this time, we do
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion. Further, I request your support for the
appointment of conferees from the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform
during any House-Senate conference con-
vened on this or related legislation.

I would ask that a copy of our exchange of
letters on H.R. 5631 be included in the bill re-
port filed by the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, as well as in the Congressional Record
during floor consideration, to memorialize
our understanding.

Sincerely,
JASON CHAFFETZ,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, July 12, 2016.
Hon. ED ROYCE
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 5631, the ‘“Iran Accountability
Act of 2016.”

As a result of your having consulted with
the Committee on Financial Services con-
cerning provisions in the bill that fall within
our Rule X jurisdiction, I agree to forgo ac-
tion on the bill so that it may proceed expe-
ditiously to the House Floor. The Committee
on Financial Services takes this action with
our mutual understanding that, by foregoing
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consideration of H.R. 5631 at this time, we do
not waive any jurisdiction over the subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion, and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this or
similar legislation moves forward so that we
may address any remaining issues that fall
within our Rule X jurisdiction. Our Com-
mittee also reserves the right to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this or similar legislation, and re-
quests your support for any such request.

Finally, I would appreciate your response
to this letter confirming this understanding
with respect to H.R. 5631 and would ask that
a copy of our exchange of letters on this
matter be included in the Congressional
Record during consideration of the bill.

Sincerely,
JEB HENSARLING,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, July 11, 2016.
Hon. JEB HENSARLING
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for con-
sulting with the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs on H.R. 5631, the Iran Accountability
Act of 2016, and for agreeing to be discharged
from further consideration of that bill.

I agree that your forgoing further action
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your Com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this bill or similar legislation in
the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 5631
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with
your Committee as this measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in opposition to this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I just walked here from
our hearing room where the Foreign
Affairs Committee marked up 13 meas-
ures. We had a committee meeting this
morning. Some were written by Repub-
licans, some by Democrats. When these
bills and resolutions were first intro-
duced, a lot of Members had questions
and concerns. But the committee went
to work ironing out differences, and
now all 13 pieces of legislation have
been favorably reported with bipar-
tisan support.

That is how our committee works.
That is how our chairman, ED ROYCE,
runs things. That is why we say that
the Foreign Affairs Committee is the
most bipartisan committee in the en-
tire Congress, and I am proud of that as
a ranking member.

I believe, and we believe, that par-
tisanship should end at the water’s
edge. When it comes to fighting for our
country, there should be no Democrats
and Republicans. We should be working
together on this. Partisanship should
end at the water’s edge. And that is our
best how we legislate, especially when
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it comes to advancing American inter-
ests and security overseas. So it is
rather jarring, Mr. Speaker, to walk
onto the floor to debate the majority
leader’s bill—80 pages of new sanctions
on the Iranian regime, introduced lit-
erally in the middle of the night last
week, rammed through the Rules Com-
mittee, brought to the floor without
any chance to improve it or any input
from the Foreign Affairs Committee.

That is a disappointment, Mr. Speak-
er, because there are plenty of us on
both sides of the aisle who think we
should be doing more to hold Iran’s
leaders accountable for their bad be-
havior. After all, Iran is the world’s
largest state sponsor of terrorism. Iran
props up the Assad regime, detains
Americans on trumped-up charges, and
has racked up the worst record on
human rights you could imagine.

Congress could speak with a unified
voice on these issues, but not with the
bill we are considering today. I don’t
like the regime. Everyone knows I op-
pose the deal with Iran. I think if we
work together, we can move forward on
legislation; but not this way, not ram-
ming it through the Rules Committee
s0 it doesn’t get to the Foreign Affairs
Committee and it gets to the floor
where nobody had any kind of input
whatsoever. That is not how we should
be running this house. So it is not with
the bill we are considering today. My
friends on the other side know that.
This isn’t a serious bill. It would force
the United States to violate our obliga-
tions under the nuclear deal.

Now, I think that is a mistake. As I
said before, I opposed the Iran nuclear
deal, but I was on the losing side of
that debate. We shouldn’t relitigate
this issue. We shouldn’t have 62 votes
again and again to try to upend this
issue, like we do with the Affordable
Care Act. We should not relitigate this
issue. Our work now should be to hold
Iran to its obligations and make sure
the deal is being fully implemented.

One of the ways we could do this is to
ensure there is a viable snapback of
sanctions if Iran violates the deal.
That is why I have been saying we
should reauthorize the Iran Sanctions
Act before it expires by the end of the
year.

But here in front of us in this 80-page
bill, what is missing?

A reauthorization of the Iran Sanc-
tions Act. That shows me that this
isn’t a serious undertaking.

Regardless of what I think, we know
that this bill has zero chance of becom-
ing law. It most certainly won’t pass
the Senate. If it did, the White House
would veto it. So we can only conclude,
Mr. Speaker, that this is a political ex-
ercise, and that troubles me.

One of our greatest traditions in
American foreign policy is that politics
and partisanship stop at the water’s
edge. That principle has been espe-
cially true in the way Congress has
dealt with Iran in recent years. That
principle has guided our work on the
Foreign Affairs Committee. Maybe
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that is why the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee was cut out of this process. We
have avoided letting foreign policy
turn to everyday politics. But make no
mistake, what we are doing today is
politics, plain and simple.

I worry about that precedent. I worry
about what it means when Iran sees us
playing politics with global security,
when Iran’s leaders see us engage in po-
litical grandstanding instead of serious
policymaking. I also worry about what
it means for the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

Our committee’s jurisdiction gives us
oversight of diplomacy, development,
foreign assistance, war powers. Yet,
here we are debating a major, major
sanctions bill that never passed
through the doors of our committee
room. Yesterday, the House voted on
another Iran bill that completely by-
passed our committee as well. The
House just approved the Defense Au-
thorization Act that includes dozens of
provisions that fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the Foreign Affairs Committee.
Who knows how many foreign policy
riders will find their way into our
spending bills this year, all without the
Foreign Affairs Committee saying a
word.

This is a bad trend, Mr. Speaker.
This is not regular order, which the
Speaker promised us. By the way, I
wonder what our friends in the Free-
dom Caucus and Liberty Caucus have
to say about the process that got this
bill to the floor. I wonder what hap-
pened to the Speaker’s commitment to
regular order that put the gavel in his
hands in the first place. I didn’t see a
lot of concern over regular order as
this bill was being rushed through the
Rules Committee.

We have a legislative process that
cut out the most experienced legisla-
tors on this issue. We have an impor-
tant foreign policy concern turned into
a political football. We have a bill that
has no chance of becoming law. I am
starting to think this has something to
do with the calendar. Today, when we
finish our business, Members will rush
to the exits. But next week, many of
my friends on the other side will de-
scend on Cleveland for their conven-
tion.

Now, let me say a bit with tongue
and cheek that I sympathize with my
friends on the other side. Their stand-
ard-bearer has some pretty unusual
ideas about foreign policy. He thinks
more countries should get nuclear
weapons. He wants to withdraw from
our alliances. He thinks we ought to be
neutral in the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, and start a trade war with China.
He looks to people like Vladimir Putin,
Kim Jong-un, and Saddam Hussein as
apparent role models.

If I were in the majority’s shoes, I
would want to change the conversa-
tions, too. But this bill is the way to do
it. This bill doesn’t make the majority
appear strong on foreign policy. It only
makes Congress appear to be divided on



H4950

issues on which we cannot afford divi-
sion. This bill weakens us as a Con-
gress when Congress should be finding
ways to make Americans safer.

I oppose this measure, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I always prefer to work things out
with the ranking member. Working to-
gether, we put three bipartisan bills on
the President’s desk this last week
alone. In this Congress, Mr. ENGEL and
I, working together on the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, have seen some 14
bills signed into law. So he is right,
this isn’t the norm.

Earlier this year, there were intense
discussions with the minority on legis-
lation to push back on Iran’s missile
program. I compromised more than I
wanted, inserting a waiver. We were
close, but at the end of the day, it be-
came clear that the White House would
aggressively fight any legislation with
the words ‘‘Iran’ written on it.

For the White House, it is accommo-
dation of Iran at all costs, and that in-
cludes essentially giving the Supreme
Leader the veto pen over steps Con-
gress might press the administration
to take. So on this, we are stuck. Until
the Democratic leadership is ready to
look past this President’s legacy, I
imagine we will be stuck.

Lastly, I would note that these pieces
of legislation are tightly focused on
Iran’s behavior outside of the nuclear
agreement. That is the point. Whether
one was for the agreement or against
the agreement, these are outside of the
nuclear agreement.
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These bills do not undo or kill the
Iran deal but, instead, press back on
the administration’s promises when
campaigning for their deal.

This goes to the issue of what we
were told, what was in the talking
points on the floor of the House, in
terms of how this deal would be imple-
mented and that it would not impact
our ability to stop this ballistic missile
testing by Iran and these other abuses.

I yield 1 minute to the gentleman
from California (Mr. MCCARTHY), the
majority leader.

Mr. McCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, today marks the 1-year
anniversary of the signing of the ad-
ministration’s Iran deal—1 year, and
the world has already become a more
troubled place.

I personally think the deal sets a
dangerous precedent. It strengthens
the largest state sponsor of terror in
the world and gives that state sponsor
of terror a pathway to nuclear weapons
at some point in its future.

I think that all of the arguments to
defend this deal can’t stand against the
great weight of reality, including the
fact that Iran isn’t holding up its side
of the bargain and is more interested in
embarrassing American military men
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and women than in becoming a respon-
sible nation.

I understand a few people disagree.
However, there is something we have
always agreed on from the start. Deal
or no deal, good or bad deal, we have
always agreed to hold Iran accountable
for terrorism, for its development of
ballistic missiles, and for its human
rights abuses committed against its
own people.

In April alone, President Obama said
we have to ‘‘hold Iran to account where
it is acting in ways that are contrary
to rules and norms.”’

Secretary Kerry said last year, “We
will never, ever stop standing up for
the Iranian people’s rights.”

Treasury Secretary Jack Lew also
said last year, “We are going to con-
tinue to prosecute our unilateral sanc-
tions on things like terrorism, on
things like regional destabilization and
human rights.”

What about today? Iran has con-
ducted eight ballistic missile tests
since the deal was signed. The State
Department’s own Stephen Mull said in
May, ‘“There have not been any sanc-
tions imposed for human rights
grounds since July of last year.” Iran
continues to imprison journalists—
Americans—and to torture its people.

In February, the administration’s Di-
rector of National Intelligence, James
Clapper, said, ‘“‘Iran continues to be the
foremost state sponsor of terrorism.
Iran and Hezbollah remain a con-
tinuing terrorist threat to U.S. inter-
ests and partners worldwide.”’

Those are the facts right there, Mr.
Speaker.

What has the Obama administration
done? How has the administration held
Iran accountable, as they said they
would? The administration has done
nothing.

And it only gets worse. German intel-
ligence has found that Iran is violating
its pledges under this nuclear deal.
Iran is procuring material for nuclear
weapons in what is ‘‘by international
standards, a quantitatively high level.”
Coupled with its missile program, the
report reads, ‘It is safe to expect that
Iran will continue its intensive pro-
curement activity.”

Wasn’t this deal supposed to stop
Iran from developing nuclear weapons?
Where is the accountability? Where is
the administration when they so clear-
ly said they would hold them account-
able? Where is the bipartisanship in the
sanctions now?

Now, I understand on the other side,
Mr. Speaker, some will accuse Repub-
licans of engaging in a purely partisan
exercise and never intending to work
with our friends on the other side of
the aisle.

Well, you know that is just not true.
You know for the last 6 months we
worked with the other side of the aisle,
we worked in a bipartisan manner with
the chairmen on both sides. But every
time we would deal with the missiles
and the ballistic sanctions against
them, the White House would thwart
any bipartisan effort.
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So why are we here today? It is be-
cause, for 6 months, he found every
reason to say ‘‘no.” For 6 months, he
went back on every word that was said
about holding them accountable when
the facts stood before us.

Frankly, Mr. Speaker, I don’t under-
stand opposition to this bill. We are
simply holding Iran accountable, which
is exactly what the administration said
they would do.

We have had tremendous leaders in
this country, and we have learned the
lessons time and again. Ronald Reagan
taught us this lesson: that peace with-
out freedom is meaningless. Human na-
ture craves that we all have peace, but
you cannot secure peace without free-
dom. We have watched in history when
leaders have failed. Chamberlain,
“‘peace for our time,” but there was no
freedom in that.

Ronald Reagan had this same di-
lemma late in his second term, in Ice-
land, when he stood across from Gorba-
chev, trying to negotiate a reduction in
nuclear weapons. He was securing al-
most everything that he had asked for,
but Gorbachev asked for one last item.
He asked that America would end their
SDI program. Reagan didn’t say no. He
said, we will share it with you so the
world can be safe. But Gorbachev said
no.

Reagan had a decision to make. He
could have signed that deal, and I am
sure the elite would have probably
given him the Nobel Peace Prize. Other
Presidents have won them. But he real-
ized there was no freedom in that
agreement. So he got up, he held the
Soviet TUnion accountable, and he
walked away.

Had he not, would the Berlin Wall
have collapsed? Had he not, would the
Soviet Union have collapsed?

Words have meaning, and words have
consequences. The quotes from this ad-
ministration and from around the
world were to hold Iran accountable.
That is what is happening today.

Mr. Speaker, there are going to be
some Members in this Chamber who
will sit back and say, ‘“‘But it didn’t
happen just the way I wanted it to be-
fore it came to the floor.”

I don’t want you to look your grand-
children in the eyes and explain to
them why we don’t have freedom in the
world. I want you to look your grand-
children in the eyes and say you stood
up—you stood up for the words and
what that meant when we were to hold
Iran accountable.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Rhode
Island (Mr. CICILLINE), a very respected
member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

Mr. CICILLINE. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
H.R. 5631.

Nothing is more important to our na-
tional security interests in the Middle
East than continuing to prevent a nu-
clear Iran while, at the same time, ef-
fectively containing Iran’s influence
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and confronting their destabilizing ac-
tivities in the region.

Iran’s ongoing ballistic missile pro-
gram and its continued support for ter-
rorism constitute an existential threat
to our allies in the Middle East, includ-
ing Israel. In its blatant disregard for
human rights, we can hear the echoes
of Nazi Germany, Soviet Russia, and
other failed totalitarian regimes that
now reside in the dustbin of history.

It is imperative that we do more to
exert pressure on the Iranian regime to
change its behavior, including mean-
ingful sanctions for human rights and
ballistic missile violations and ter-
rorism. But any steps that we take
cannot undermine the progress that we
have already made over the past year
to deny Iran a nuclear weapons pro-
gram.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion is working. Since its implementa-
tion, Iran has dismantled two-thirds of
its installed uranium enrichment ca-
pacity, ended all uranium enrichment
activity at its Fordow facility, and re-
moved the core of the Arak heavy
water reactor and rendered its only
source of weapons-grade plutonium
permanently useless.

Iran is now complying with the most
comprehensive transparency and moni-
toring regime ever negotiated in the
nuclear age. Israel’s Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, Lieutenant General Gadi
Eizenkot, has called this agreement ‘“‘a
historic turning point. It is a big
change in terms of the direction that
Iran was headed and in the way we saw
things.”

There is no question that the world is
safer today and that our allies in the
Middle East, especially in Israel, are
more secure because the JCPOA has de-
nied Iran the opportunity to develop a
nuclear weapon. We can and should
continue to build on this work and con-
front the Iranian regime’s behavior
without undermining the JCPOA.

We should impose sanctions for bal-
listic missiles, for human rights viola-
tions, and for terrorism, but these
sanctions must be carefully drawn,
must be carefully written to protect
the agreement that denies Iran a nu-
clear weapon.

The bill that we are voting on today
does not do this. As a result, it won’t
make us safer. It will, in fact, under-
mine every single achievement we have
made over the past year.

It will impose insurmountable limits
on the President’s ability to work with
our allies around the world and to im-
plement effective sanctions on Iranian
human rights abusers, their ballistic
missile program, and their support for
terrorism. If this bill becomes law, it
will immediately put Iran back on a
path to develop a nuclear weapon.

I sit on the House Foreign Affairs
Committee. I have attended dozens and
dozens of hearings on Iran. I have
heard hours and hours of testimony
from expert witnesses on how we can
effect change in Iran. But no one asked
for our input on this bill. It was intro-
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duced by the Republican leadership in
the dead of night, entirely bypassing

the Foreign Affairs Committee, and
came straight to the floor.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ENGEL. I yield the gentleman an
additional 1 minute.

Mr. CICILLINE. Let’s call this bill
for what it is: a cynical proposal that
is designed to score political points in
an election year even at the expense of
our national security interests.

Mr. Speaker, we need serious,
thoughtful strategies to confront the
Iranian regime, not partisan politics.
The stakes are too high.

I urge my colleagues to protect this
agreement that prevents Iran from
having a nuclear weapon, to work with
us in a bipartisan way, to impose sanc-
tions that are carefully drawn with the
full participation of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and to reject this bill
in its current form.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self 3 minutes.

I would just counter with some obser-
vations.

First, the nuclear deal does not dis-
mantle key aspects of Iran’s nuclear
program. That, in fact, is its fatal flaw.

At its essence, this agreement traded
permanent comprehensive sanctions
relief for temporary, limited con-
straints on Iran’s nuclear program.
Under this deal, Iran will keep much of
its nuclear infrastructure and continue
to develop advanced centrifuges, gain-
ing the ability to produce nuclear fuel
on an industrial scale.

Due to the deal’s fatal flaw—and that
is the sunset clause—the ayatollah
won’t even have to cheat to be just
steps away from a nuclear weapon. All
he has to do is wait 10 or 15 years until
the deal expires.

We cannot be sure that Iran is truly
living up to its obligations under this
agreement. I heard the assertion that
it was. It is certainly not. In its annual
report, published last month, the Ger-
man intelligence reports:

The illegal proliferation-sensitive procure-
ment activities by Iran in Germany, reg-
istered by the Federal Office for the Protec-
tion of the Constitution, persisted in 2015 at
what is, even by international standards, a
quantitatively high level. This holds true in
particular with regards to items which can
be used in the field of nuclear technology.

If this deal is working, why is Iran
secretly violating it? Why is Iran buy-
ing nuclear technology?
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Now, the point is that these activi-
ties we are curtailing aren’t related to
the nuclear deal, and that is the other
point I would make.

Unlike the administration, I am not
willing to be able to be held hostage to
the nuclear deal, doing nothing as Iran
develops ICBMs in defiance of U.N. Se-
curity Council resolutions.

We realize what is happening here, 1
hope, is the ayatollah, on a weekly
basis, leads these chants of ‘‘death to
Israel,” ‘‘death to America’ and as-
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serts that it is every military man’s re-
sponsibility to figure out how to mass-
produce intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles. When he is talking about ‘‘inter-
continental,” that means between con-
tinents; that means between there and
here.

“Death to America’ is not a con-
fusing thing that we might be mis-
interpreting. And it is worth noting
that, in the last week, it surfaced that
Iran continued trying to illegally pro-
cure nuclear equipment.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. PRICE).

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong opposition to
this and the other two bills before the
House this week regarding Iran, all of
which would weaken our national secu-
rity and our international standing,
and all of which the President has
rightly threatened to veto.

If there is a silver lining in this de-
bate, it is that the majority has given
us an opportunity to acknowledge the
1-year anniversary of the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action, which has
made the world safer by severely con-
straining Iran’s nuclear activities and
subjecting them to unprecedented
international oversight.

Yet, instead of celebrating this land-
mark achievement, the majority is
seeking to undo it. H.R. 5119, H.R. 4992,
and H.R. 5631, collectively, would deny
Iran even the limited access to foreign
investment and other meaningful in-
centives that encourage compliance
with the JCPOA.

These are just the latest in a series of
Republican efforts to undermine this
historic agreement negotiated with the
world’s major powers. Since the deal
was finalized, Republicans have tried
again and again and again to under-
mine not just the JCPOA, but also the
credibility of the President of the
United States on the international
stage.

It appears the Iran nuclear agree-
ment has become the ObamaCare of
foreign policy. What I mean is that Re-
publicans proclaim it a failure repeat-
edly, despite its objective success.
They call for its immediate repeal
without offering any viable alter-
natives, despite the potentially disas-
trous consequences of such action; and
they continue to clutter the congres-
sional calendar with so-called message
votes about Iran, instead of addressing
the major issues facing our Nation.

Now, these legislative antics con-
tinue even though opponents of the
JCPOA know full well that strong
sanctions on Iran remain in place tar-
geting the country’s human rights vio-
lations, ballistic missile development,
and support of terrorism.

The bill before us, H.R. 5631, would
impose additional mandatory sanctions
on Iran for these same violations.
There is no one in this Chamber about
to let Iran off the hook for its egre-
gious human rights violations or its
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proliferation of terrorism and ballistic
missile technology. And our Repub-
lican friends know full well that if a
violation of the JCPOA were to occur,
we can put sanctions like these in
place immediately.

So why are we doing this bill now?
Must we conclude that our colleagues
are more interested in unravelling one
of President Obama’s signature accom-
plishments than they are with the
facts of the matter?

Let’s look at the facts: Because of
this agreement, an Iranian nuclear
weapon is not an imminent threat to
the United States or our allies, includ-
ing Israel. Because of this agreement,
the breakout time for Iran to develop
enough weapons-grade material for a
nuclear weapon went from 2 or 3
months to a year or more. The inter-
national community has 24/7 access to
Iran’s nuclear sites, and we possess an
enforcement mechanism to verify
Iran’s compliance.

By all objective accounts, Iran has
upheld its end of the bargain, and it is
vital that we uphold ours. This isn’t
just my opinion. This week a bipar-
tisan group of more than 75 national
security experts sent a letter to the
President stating that ‘Iran has re-
mained in compliance with its commit-
ments” and ‘‘all pathways to an Ira-

nian nuclear weapon have been
blocked.”
I include in the CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD this letter in its entirety.

THE IRAN PROJECT,
New York, NY, July 12, 2016.
Letter to the President on the Anniversary
of the Nuclear Agreement with Iran.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: On the first anniver-
sary of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA) with Iran, Americans should be
proud of your leadership in bringing about
this landmark diplomatic agreement.

As a result of the JCPOA all pathways to
an Iranian nuclear weapon have been
blocked, thereby providing greater security
to our friends and partners in the region and
to the world. From November 2013, when the
interim nuclear agreement was reached,
until today, Iran has remained in compliance
with its commitments as verified by regular
reports of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

We applaud your Administration’s commit-
ment to the rigorous verification of Iran’s
compliance and remaining in close contact
with the U.S. negotiating partners on the
JCPOA implementation. This will be essen-
tial to ensure their cooperation should ac-
tion be required to respond to an Iranian vio-
lation. As your policies have shown, it will
also be essential for the U.S. to continue to
assure Israel and the Gulf states of its reso-
lute commitment to their security as our
traditional partners in the region. It will be
necessary to ensure adequate long-term
funding for the IAEA so that it can carry out
its inspection and reporting functions as re-
quired by the JCPOA.

Future relations with Iran can improve or
get worse and become dangerous for U.S. in-
terests in the region as Iran continues to
support the Assad regime and Hezbollah. The
U.S. should develop policies that increase
the chances of cooperation with Iran, mini-
mize confrontation, and influence Iran’s ac-
tions in the region. We acknowledge that op-
portunities will be limited for testing Iran’s
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willingness to work directly with the U.S.
due to the political uncertainties in both
countries in the coming year, but engage-
ment should be the U.S. government’s long-
term goal.

Your diplomatic undertaking with Iran
was to seek a safer world and stem the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons. To achieve
those ambitious goals you engaged in pro-
longed and intense diplomatic negotiations
that enabled you to deal directly with Iran
and to test its willingness to work with the
U.S. and others in some areas of common
purpose. The alternative strategy would be
to return to an earlier era of treating Iran as
America’s principal enemy in the region,
thereby: risking the unraveling of the
JCPOA; drawing strong opposition from ne-
gotiating partners; returning to a period of
nuclear danger; missing important opportu-
nities for collaboration in the fight against
ISIS and the search for solutions to other re-
gional problems; and risking another armed
conflict involving the U.S. in the Middle
East.

We, therefore, encourage your Administra-
tion to put in place an institutional struc-
ture for conducting relations with Iran in all
areas essential to U.S. interests. We suggest
several channels that could be set up for
your successor:

A direct diplomatic channel at the deputy
level to continue the communications cur-
rently being conducted between the Sec-
retary of State and Iranian Foreign Min-
ister. Without such continuity during the
transition period, the next Administration
will lack the diplomatic means to enlist or
pressure Iran in the management of impor-
tant and urgent issues such as ISIS, Syria,
Iraq, and Afghanistan where the U.S. and
Iran have some common but often clashing
interests.

An emergency communications capability
with Iran’s government to avoid misunder-
standings or the escalation of incidents or
accidents.

A regular and direct bilateral channel be-
tween the U.S. Treasury and Iranian Central
Bank to address all U.S. and Iranian ques-
tions about the implementation of sanctions
relief commitments under the JCPOA.
Treasury and State will need to stay in close
harmony in talks with Iran on sanctions re-
lief.

Iran’s leaders appear reluctant now to en-
gage the U.S. beyond the implementation of
the JCPOA, and Iran’s actions in the region
may make engagement difficult for the U.S.
But the one lesson learned from your diplo-
matic efforts with Iran is that persevering
patiently in pursuit of careful diplomacy can
lead to progress. A variety of channels with
Iran will be needed to drive home messages
and to improve mutual understanding on our
positions on issues of importance to the
U.S.—including regional security questions
and the treatment of dual nationals—among
others.

You have shown that well-conceived and
tough-minded diplomacy can protect U.S.
national security interests. Given the
stakes, the U.S. will need more, not less, en-
gagement with Iran.

With respect,

Amb. (ret.) Morton Abramowitz, Assistant
Secretary of State for Intelligence and
Research, Ambassador to Thailand and
Turkey

Graham Allison, Assistant Secretary of De-
fense

Les AuCoin, U.S. Representative

Amb. (ret.) Barbara K. Bodine, Ambassador
to Yemen

David Bonior, U.S. Representative

BGen Stephen A. Cheney (ret.), U.S. Marine
Corps

Joseph  Cirincione,
Ploughshares Fund

President of the
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Amb. (ret.) James F. Collins, Ambassador at
Large for the New Independent States
and to the Russian Federation

Leon N. Cooper, Brown University, Nobel
Laureate Physics

Amb. (ret.) Chester A. Crocker, Assistant
Secretary of State for African Affairs

Amb. (ret.) James B. Cunningham, Ambas-
sador to Israel, Afghanistan, and the
United Nations

Tom Daschle, U.S. Senator, Senate Majority
Leader

Suzanne DiMaggio, Director and Senior Fel-
low at New America

Amb. (ret.) James Dobbins, Special Rep-
resentative for Afghanistan and Pakistan

Freeman Dyson, Professor of Physics Emer-
itus, Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton University

Major General Paul D. Eaton (ret.), U.S.
Army, Managing Director Vet Voice
Foundation

Robert Einhorn, Assistant Secretary for
Nonproliferation, the Secretary  of
State’s Special Advisor for Nonprolifera-
tion and Arms Control

Harold A. Feiveson (ret.), Senior Research
Scientist, Princeton University

Richard L. Garwin, Chair of the Arms Con-
trol and Nonproliferation Advisory Board

F. Gregory Gause III, Chairman and Head of
the International Affairs Department at
the Bush School of Government and Pub-
lic Service, Texas A&M University

Leslie H. Gelb, Assistant Secretary of State
for Political-Military Affairs, Director of
Policy Planning and Arms Control at the
Department of Defense

Amb. (ret.) Marc Grossman, Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs, Assistant
Secretary of State for European Affairs,
Special Representative for Afghanistan
and Pakistan, and Ambassador to Tur-
key

Morton H. Halperin, Director of Policy Plan-
ning Department of State, Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Planning
and Arms Control

Lee H. Hamilton, U.S. Representative, Chair-
man of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee

Gary Hart, U.S. Senator, Special Envoy to
Northern Ireland

Amb. (ret.) William C. Harrop, Ambassador
to Israel, Inspector General of the State
Department

Stephen B. Heintz,
Brothers Fund

James Hoge, Former Editor of Foreign Af-
fairs Magazine

Amb. (ret.) Robert Hunter, National Secu-
rity Council Director of Middle East Af-
fairs and Ambassador to NATO

Lt. Gen. (ret.) Arlen D. Jameson, U.S. Air
Force, Deputy Commander U.S. Stra-
tegic Command

J. Bennett Johnston, U.S. Senator

Nancy Landon Kassebaum, U.S. Senator

LTG. Frank Kearney (ret.), U.S. Army, Dep-
uty Director for Strategic Operational
Planning at the National Counter-Ter-
rorism Center

LTG. Claudia J Kennedy (ret.), U.S. Army,
Former Deputy Chief of Staff for Intel-
ligence

Amb. (ret.) Daniel Kurtzer, Ambassador to
Israel and Egypt

Ellen Laipson, Vice Chair of the National In-
telligence Council, President Emeritus of
Stimson Center

Carl Levin, U.S. Senator and Chairman of
the Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices

Mel Levine, U.S. Representative

Amb. (ret.) John Limbert, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of State for Iran

President, Rockefeller
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Amb. (ret.) Winston Lord, Assistant Sec-
retary of State for East Asia and the Pa-
cific Ambassador to China, Director of
Policy Planning, Department of State

Amb. (ret.) William H. Luers, Ambassador to
Czechoslovakia and Venezuela

Richard G. Lugar, U.S. Senator, Chairman of
the Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions

Suzanne Maloney, Policy Planning Depart-
ment of State, Deputy Director of the
Foreign Policy Program at the Brook-
ings Institution

Jessica T. Mathews, Director of the Office of
Global Issues, National Security Council

Gen. (ret.) Merrill McPeak, U.S. Air Force,
Chief of Staff

Amb. (ret.) William G. Miller, Ambassador to
Ukraine

Amb. (ret.) Cameron Munter, Ambassador to
Pakistan and Serbia

Amb. (ret.) Richard W. Murphy, Ambassador
to Saudi Arabia, Assistant Secretary of
State for Near Eastern and South Asian
Affairs

Vali Nasr, Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, Dean of Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced Inter-
national Studies

Richard Nephew, Director for Iran at the Na-
tional Security Council, Deputy Coordi-
nator for Sanctions Policy at the Depart-
ment of State

Amb. (ret.) Ronald E. Neumann, Ambassador
to Afghanistan, Algeria, and Bahrain

Gen. (ret.) Lloyd Fig Newton, U.S. Air Force,
Commander, Air Education and Training
Command

Joseph Nye, Assistant Secretary of Defense,
Chairman of the National Intelligence
Council

Admiral (ret.) Eric Olson, US. Navy, Com-
mander of U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand

Amb. (ret.) Thomas Pickering, Permanent
Representative to the United Nations;
Undersecretary of State for Political Af-
fairs; Ambassador to Israel, Russia,
India, El Salvador, Nigeria and Jordan

Paul R. Pillar, National Intelligence Officer
for the Near East and South Asia

Amb. (ret.) Nicholas Platt, Ambassador to
Pakistan, Philippines, and Zambia

Joe R. Reeder, Deputy Secretary of the
Army, Chairman of the Panama Canal
Commission

Amb. (ret.) Francis J. Ricciardone, Ambas-
sador to Egypt, Turkey, the Philippines,
and Palau

Burton Richter, Professor Emeritus, Stan-
ford University; Nobel Laureate in Phys-
ics

Barnett R. Rubin, Senior Adviser to the Spe-
cial Representative for Afghanistan and
Pakistan

Gary S. Samore, White House Coordinator
for Arms Control and Weapons of Mass
Destruction, Senior Director for Non-
proliferation and Export Controls at the
National Security Council

Gen. Brent Scowcroft (ret.), U.S. National
Security Advisor

Patricia Schroeder, U.S. Representative

Gary Sick, Director of the Office of Iran and
the Persian Gulf of the National Security
Council

Jim Slattery, U.S. Representative

Mark Udall, U.S. Senator

Amb. (ret.) Bill vanden Heuvel, Ambassador
to the European Office of the United Na-
tions, Deputy U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations

Frank N. von Hippel, Assistant Director for
National Security, White House Office of
Science and Technology Policy

Jane Wales, Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent, Senior Director of the National Se-
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curity Council,
retary of State

Amb. (ret.) Edward S. Walker, Jr., Ambas-
sador to Israel, Egypt, and the United
Arab Emirates

James Walsh, Research Associate at Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology Secu-
rity Studies Program

Frank Wilczek, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, Nobel Laureate in Physics

Timothy E. Wirth, U.S. Senator

Amb. (ret.) Frank Wisner, Under Secretary
of State for International Security Af-
fairs; Ambassador to India, Egypt, the
Philippines, and Zambia.

The signers of this statement are either
former senior officials of the U.S. govern-
ment or prominent national security leaders
who have not held senior government posi-
tions. The positions listed after the names of
the former government officials are the sen-
ior posts held while in government. The posi-
tions listed after the names of those who
were not from the government are listed
with their current position.

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this agreement is too impor-
tant and the stakes are too high to
treat this issue as just another polit-
ical football. The safety and security of
the United States, of Israel, and of the
region depend on the successful imple-
mentation and diligent enforcement of
the JCPOA.

Instead of scoring political points, or
seeking to deny the President a signifi-
cant achievement, we should be work-
ing together in a bipartisan fashion to
ensure the agreement’s success.

We should be working together to ex-
plore ways to enhance coordination
and cooperation with Israel and the
international community to address
unacceptable Iranian behavior, such as
support for Hezbollah and abuse of
human rights. Yet we find ourselves
here, 1 year after the agreement’s an-
nouncement, still dealing with
ObamaCare-style gamesmanship.

It is beneath this institution. The
world is watching. We may think a bill
that has no chance of being signed into
law doesn’t matter; but to the leaders
of China or Russia or Iran, it sends a
signal from our country of hesitation
and disunity.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
bill and any bills that come before us
with similar intent and to focus, in-
stead, on ensuring the success of the
JCPOA and reinforcing the agree-
ment’s role in making the world a safer
place.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ZELDIN), a valued member of
the Foreign Affairs Committee.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, it is a lit-
tle insulting to hear the remarks that
were just made, as if any objection not
toeing the line of this President, hav-
ing objections to this arrangement, is
partisan politics.

The gentleman may have misspoken
when he suggested that the Iran nu-
clear deal was signed. I would offer
that the Iran nuclear deal actually
hasn’t been signed. The President has
acknowledged not only is this not a
treaty, but Secretary Kerry, when he
was before the House Foreign Affairs

Deputy Assistant Sec-
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Committee, said it is not even an exec-
utive agreement. It is a political com-
mitment, a signed letter from the
State Department saying that this is
an unsigned political commitment.
Now, we are allowed to have objections
to that.

I would suggest that the best interest
of national security is to join in sup-
port of this bill and putting that over
party politics.

I rise today in support of the Iran Ac-
countability Act introduced by House
Majority Leader KEVIN MCCARTHY.

I also commend Chairman ED ROYCE
for all of his incredibly valuable leader-
ship, chairing the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee; and I also commend
Ranking Member ELIOT ENGEL, who I
know is deeply passionate about U.S.
security and the relationship with and
accountability with Iran and strength-
ening our relationship with Israel. I
know his heart is absolutely in the
right place.

So it is not a difficult position for all
the Democratic colleagues who voted
against the Iran nuclear agreement. 1
know that that takes an incredible
amount of courage to stand up to a
President of your own party. You did it
for all the right reasons, putting na-
tional security over party politics.

That wasn’t partisanship. It was ac-
tually a bipartisan vote in this House
to disapprove of that Iran nuclear deal.
Democrats who decided to put Amer-
ican security first voted against the
Iran nuclear deal, an unsigned political
commitment.

Why were the Iranians at the table?
Sanctions relief. It is not because we
asked nicely, not because they want to
be good world citizens. It is because
they wanted the money.

Then we gave them the money. They
got through their election.

By the way, those who say that the
most moderate members were elected,
that is discounting the fact that the
12,000 most moderate members weren’t
even allowed access to the ballot.
There were only the hardliners left on
the ballot.

So the Iranians get the money; they
get past their elections; and here we
are today. And you are insulting us in
this Chamber by saying that any con-
cern that we have, if it doesn’t toe the
President’s party line, is partisan poli-
tics.

I don’t care who the President is,
whether it is Republican or Democrat,
this one or the next one, the fact is
what brought the Iranians to the table,
the leverage, was the sanctions relief.
And the sanctions relief that they re-
ceived is now gone.

So as they test-fire intercontinental
ballistic missiles in violation of inter-
national law, they unjustly imprison
Americans as they commit their
human rights abuses. Everything that
they are doing today, we take excep-
tion with and we are acting on, and
that’s why I rise.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

The
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Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 1 minute to the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, every-
thing that we come to this well on this
day to vote in favor of this legislation
and Chairman ROYCE’s legislation,
three pieces of legislation to hold the
Iranians accountable, it is the fact
that, if we want the Iranians to come
back to the table, we need to put the
leverage back on the table. They are
not coming back if we ask nicely. They
haven’t changed who they are. They
are not good world citizens.

I am not going to sit here and allow
this script of a White House taxpayer-
funded fiction writer, Ben Rhodes,
going to the media to spread whatever
false lies and narratives to help sell the
Iran nuclear deal.

We are here to represent our con-
stituents and the American public.
This is not about a narrative of a
President and his legacy. This is about
American security and doing what is
best and doing what is right for our
constituents and the American public.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. LEVIN), the ranking member
of the Ways and Means Committee.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this bill is
more than deeply troubling. You talk
about bipartisanship, and you come
forth with a bill that completely
breaks it down. This issue is too essen-
tial to become a total tool of partisan
jockeying. Our relationship with Israel
is too vital to become a total political
plaything.

I refer, as my colleague from North
Carolina did, to the statement of 75 na-
tional security leaders. I quote:

“Dear Mr. President,

“On the first anniversary of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) with Iran, Americans should
be proud of your leadership in bringing
about this landmark diplomatic agree-
ment.

““As a result of the JCPOA all path-
ways to an Iranian nuclear weapon
have been blocked, thereby providing
greater security to our friends and
partners in the region and to the world.
From November 2013, when the interim
nuclear agreement was reached, until
today, Iran has remained in compliance
with its commitments as verified by
regular reports of the International
Atomic Energy Agency.”

This letter is signed by 75, including
Brent Scowcroft.

Why don’t you totally partisan Re-
publicans, who are approaching a con-
vention and a Presidential race, listen
to very much-respected people within
your own party? Instead, you are
thumbing your nose like this at them
and at all of those who endeavor to
bring about an effective policy regard-
ing nuclear weaponry.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from Michigan.

The
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today is
simply unmasked political chicanery.

This issue deserves better than the
majority leader coming here without
any notice, really, and putting forth a
resolution that does nothing but harm
what used to be a centerpiece of foreign
policy: bipartisanship when it comes to
the Middle East and the security of
Israel.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

0 1100

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 5631 to hold Iran accountable
for its state sponsorship of terrorism
and for its human rights abuses.

As a Member of Congress, I believe
one of our most important duties is to
ensure that Americans continue to re-
main secure from other countries that
wish to harm us.

Last year, President Obama entered
into an agreement with Iran, which
now allows Iran to advance their nu-
clear energy program. In turn, the
President has allowed sanctions
against Iran to be removed even
though entities of the Iranian Govern-
ment continue to conduct human
rights violations. In addition, Iran con-
tinues to refine their ballistic missile
program and support terrorism, which
represents a serious threat to the
United States and our allies.

It should be the clear intent of this
body that the continued use of eco-
nomic sanctions against the country of
Iran is necessary to ensure Iran does
not have the resources necessary to
harm or even eliminate our country or
its allies. H.R. 5631 does this. It ensures
that the policy of this country is to
continue to take aggressive action
against Iran to prevent the develop-
ment of weapons that could harm our
country or our allies.

We must also continue to ensure that
it is the policy of this country that ef-
forts be taken to prevent human rights
violations by any country.

I would like to thank my colleague,
Majority Leader MCCARTHY, for bring-
ing this bill to the floor, and I encour-
age all of my colleagues to support this
measure.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, may I ask
how much time remains on both sides?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California has 13% min-
utes remaining, and the gentleman
from New York has 12 minutes remain-
ing.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. DEUTCH), a very hardworking and
respected member of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

Mr. DEUTCH. I thank my friend for
yielding.

Mr. Speaker, this week we approach
the 1l-year anniversary of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, the
JCPOA, the agreement negotiated by
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the P5+1 countries over Iran’s illicit
pursuit of nuclear weapons. One year
later, Iran remains far outside the
community of responsible countries.
Iran continues to sponsor terrorism
around the region. It funds and sup-
ports the murderous Assad regime. It
spouts anti-Semitic and anti-Israel vit-
riol. It foments unrest in other coun-
tries. It denies basic human rights to
its citizens, and it unlawfully detains
American citizens. Iran has still not re-
turned my constituent, Robert
Levinson, who went missing in Iran in
2007 and is now the longest-held Amer-
ican hostage.

My friends on the other side of the
aisle know that, and I commend Chair-
man ROYCE for his diligence in looking
for ways to strengthen our sanctions
regime and to vigilantly enforce the
Iran nuclear deal in order to keep the
pressure on Iran.

Iran’s subversive actions have not re-
lented despite the agreement. Iran has
explicitly and repeatedly violated U.N.
Security Council resolutions by testing
its ballistic missile technology, weap-
ons capable of delivering nuclear war-
heads. In addition, recent intelligence
reports from Germany expose that Iran
sought technology related to the devel-
opment of nuclear, biological, and
chemical weapons. So there is a lot
that needs to be done to keep the pres-
sure on Iran.

For all of these reasons, Congress
needs to reauthorize the Iran Sanctions
Act, the law that actually serves as the
foundation for our sanctions policy. We
have to pass new sanctions to address
Iran’s repeated ballistic missile tests,
and we have to crack down on Iran’s fi-
nancial support for terrorism. These
are items that have always enjoyed
broad bipartisan support. All of the
areas that Iran is doing harm through-
out the region—support for terrorism,
violation of the human rights of their
people, ballistic missile tests—every-
thing that falls outside of the nuclear
deal, we should be working together to
strengthen with this bipartisan sup-
port.

But rushing through legislation that
is designed to undermine the JCPOA
and put the United States in violation
of our commitments under the JCPOA
not only fail to punish Iran’s malfea-
sance—which is our goal, and it is the
shared goal—but it weakens America’s
ability to lead a global effort against
Iran’s destabilizing efforts throughout
the world. We can’t do this on our own.
We need to work with our allies. We
need to lead our allies. That is the role
that the United States has always
played.

Mr. Speaker, I did not support the
Iran nuclear agreement, but it is in ef-
fect, and it must be enforced with vigi-
lance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CURBELO of Florida). The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman.

Mr. DEUTCH. I thank my friend.
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Mr. Speaker, we have to maintain
immense pressure on the Iranian re-
gime so long as it violates human
rights, supports terrorism, and tests
ballistic missiles; but failure by the
United States to uphold the deal will
only weaken—I repeat for my col-
leagues who share my commitment to
standing up to Iran, it will only weak-
en—our efforts to lead the inter-
national community in taking strong
action to counter Iran’s actions both
under and outside of the JCPOA.

These three bills this week that have
been rushed to the floor without hav-
ing the opportunity to discuss them, to
debate them, and to develop broad bi-
partisan support on them in ways that
will not jeopardize our role under the
JCPOA weaken our ability to lead.
That is why I oppose them, and that is
why I urge my colleagues to oppose
them as well.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), our Democratic
whip.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I regret
that I rise to oppose this bill. I have
historically and repeatedly worked in a
bipartisan fashion to bring bills to this
floor that were supported by both par-
ties as it relates to the security of
Israel.

This bill comes to the floor as we
take stock of the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, the Iran nuclear deal.
This bill, disappointingly, was written
without any input from Democrats or
any committee or through regular
order. By not acting in a bipartisan
manner, we are missing the oppor-
tunity to send an important message
to Iran of our steadfast resolve in hold-
ing it accountable both to their com-
mitments under the JCPOA and under
applicable U.S. laws and U.N. resolu-
tions.

We need to remember that it was
toughness born from bipartisan unity
that brought Iran to the table in the
first place. That, again, is what will be
required to ensure its full compliance.
As much as Iran has mostly complied
with the letter of the deal, it has
pushed the limits when it comes to its
spirit.

One of my major concerns about the
deal from a year ago remains, and it is
that the deal is limited in scope only to
Iran’s nuclear activities. It does not
cover the other areas in which Iran has
proven to be a dangerous and threat-
ening actor.

Mr. Speaker, U.N. Security Council
Resolution 2231, which implemented
the JCPOA, called for Iran to halt its
ballistic missile program. Instead, Iran
has continued to develop and test mis-
siles that could carry a nuclear pay-
load. There have also been reports that
it is attempting to acquire ballistic
missile technology in violation of U.N.
Resolution 2231.

Iran’s sponsorship of global terror
has continued unabated, and its arms
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and fighters stream into Syria, exacer-
bating the instability there and threat-
ening regional security. Hamas and
Hezbollah continue to threaten Israel
with Iranian arms and financial sup-
port, and Iran’s leaders continue to call
for the end of the Jewish State of
Israel.

That is why, even as Iran has re-
ceived sanctions relief through the
JCPOA, it was always understood that
we would need and be able to increase
pressure on Iran with additional sanc-
tions targeting its ballistic missile pro-
gram and other destabilizing actions.
We must not allow Iran to violate the
nuclear deal.

If Iran does not feel that it is suffi-
ciently benefiting from the nuclear
deal, frankly, that is because its ma-
lign activities and its outdated bank-
ing system are continuing to deter for-
eign investment.

Iran and the world need to under-
stand that it is not America’s job to fix
the problems that Iran has created for
itself. That is why, as Iran continues to
flaunt its obligations and sponsor ter-
rorism around the world, its leaders
must know with certainty that there
will be real consequences from the
United States and our allies for those
actions.

I am opposing this bill and urging
that Democrats and Republicans—and
my friend, Mr. ROYCE, has done that re-
peatedly throughout his leadership of
the Committee on Foreign Affairs—re-
turn to our successful bipartisan part-
nership, as we have in the past, to re-
authorize the Iran Sanctions Act as
soon as possible, and then work toward
enacting sanctions targeting Iran’s bal-
listic missile program.

Let’s come back here with legislation
that sends a powerful message to Iran
that there is no daylight between the
parties in Congress when it comes to
our shared resolve that Iran must
abandon its sponsorship of terror, end
its ballistic missile program, and com-
ply fully with the JCPOA. My friends,
Chairman ROYCE, Ranking Member
ENGEL, and my colleagues, our com-
mitment to Israel and international
peace and security demands no less.

Let us return to bipartisanship on
which Israel has relied and the message
that we sent was stronger, firmer, and
more effective. Let us defeat this par-
tisan legislation and return to the bi-
partisan table.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

The goal of the Iran Accountability
Act, the goal of this measure we are
talking about today is not to force the
administration to violate its flawed
Iran deal. The goal here, the goal of
this bill is to call upon the President to
uphold his pledge to remain vigilant
and respond to Iran’s continued sup-
port for its ballistic missile program
and terrorism and its human rights
abuses. Okay?

The sanctions in this bill would force
the administration to act decisively
with respect to the twin threats of
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Iran’s effort to develop and acquire bal-
listic missiles and to support ter-
rorism. It would seek to bolster the ef-
fect of secondary sanctions that apply
outside the United States on Iran’s de-
velopment of ballistic missiles in the
wake of the administration’s wholesale
retreat from multilateral sanctions re-
garding ballistic missiles.

If the administration was actually
involved in enforcing this, this legisla-
tion would not be necessary. Last July,
Secretary of State John Kerry testified
that the U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 2231, which implemented the deal,
contains the exact same language pro-
hibiting Iran from developing ballistic
weapons as the previous resolution.
That sounded pretty encouraging to us.
Oh, if only it were true. If only it had
been true.

The text of the resolution appears to
suggest it is quite the opposite. In U.N.
SCR 2231, Iran is nonbindingly called
upon—those are the words, ‘‘called
upon’’—to refrain from developing bal-
listic missiles designed to be capable of
delivering nuclear warheads. By con-
trast, the original resolution bindingly
stated that Iran shall not—shall not—
develop ballistic missiles capable of de-
livering nuclear warheads.

Now, here is where we have to focus,
my friends. Here is where we have to
focus. This past spring, Iranian Foreign
Minister Mohammad Zarif bragged on
this very point, and here are his words.
He said that he negotiated a loophole.
He negotiated a loophole that would
enable the regime to continue to de-
velop nuclear-capable ballistic mis-
siles. That is why we are here debating
this today.

What did he say?

The new resolution, he claimed—and
these are his words—doesn’t call upon
Iran not to test ballistic missiles capa-
ble of delivering nuclear warheads. No.
It calls upon Iran not to test ballistic
missiles that were designed to be capa-
ble.

And he adds: “That word took me
about 7 months to negotiate, so every-
body knew what it meant.”

As such, Iran could develop a bal-
listic missile capable of carrying a nu-
clear warhead but then claim it was
not designed for that specific purpose.
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Later reports indicated that the
United States and its European allies
issued a joint letter. Now, remember,
Iran has now fired off eight tests. The
last test, on the ballistic weapons, on
the side of them, it said ‘‘Death to
Israel”’ in Farsi and in Hebrew. And
that joint letter stated that Iran’s re-
cent ballistic missile tests were—what
was the word used by the United States
now?—were inconsistent with, rather
than a violation of, the resolution. So
which is it?

Ultimately, the U.N. fails to impose
new sanctions despite Iran’s continued
missile tests. During this entire debate
on the floor this House, the talking
points indicated that Iran would be
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prevented from developing and using
and testing these ballistic missiles for
the next 8 years. Now we find out that,
apparently, the administration intends
to allow this continued buildup of their
capabilities of an intercontinental bal-
listic missile.

Thus, what this legislation seeks to
restore is the necessary deterrent ef-
fect with respect to ballistic missiles
and correct the administration’s debili-
tating mistakes.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Virginia
(Mr. CONNOLLY), a very respected and
hardworking member of the Foreign
Affairs Committee.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my good friend, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. ENGEL).

I rise in opposition to H.R. 5631, the
so-called Iran Accountability Act.

The majority has decided, on its own,
without any bipartisanship, to co-opt
traditional action on a bipartisan basis
to counter Iran by fast-tracking sharp-
ly partisan legislation that would un-
dermine not only the Iran nuclear
agreement but fracture the very deli-
cate international coalition that al-
lowed us to reverse the nuclear devel-
opment in Iran. I guess that is some-
thing that happens when amateurs
write a bill without any foreign policy
background.

This bill was drafted, as Mr. HOYER
indicated, with no input from the mi-
nority and was brought to the floor
under a closed rule. How can anyone,
much less our adversary Iran, take this
seriously?

If the majority really cared about
countering Iran, it would safeguard
longstanding bipartisan consensus and
bring to the floor a clean reauthoriza-
tion of the Iran Sanctions Act, which I
would support and I am sure most peo-
ple on my side of the aisle.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield the
gentleman an additional 15 seconds.

Mr. CONNOLLY. Instead, the major-
ity is scrambling to pass at the last
hour of this part of our session, just be-
fore a 7-week recess, the bill before us
today.

It is a farce. It is a dangerous gambit
by the majority to play election-year
politics at the expense of U.S. bipar-
tisan foreign policy.

I urge rejection of this ill-considered
bill.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

You know, the question is not wheth-
er Iran is a good player. Iran is not a
good player. The question is: What
should be our response to it? It is not
a question of whether the Iranian re-
gime is good or bad. Of course it is bad.
I opposed the Iran deal. The question
is: How do we react to it?

Mr. Speaker, we had an opportunity
to work on meaningful legislation that
would have held Iran’s feet to the fire

The
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and ensured the nuclear deal was being
fully, fairly implemented. It could have
been a reauthorization of the Iran
Sanctions Act. It could have been an-
other bipartisan approach.

But, instead, we are going to vote on
this bill, which will pass mostly on par-
tisan lines, and then skip town for 7
weeks. I think that is a shame, because
I don’t think we have done our job. And
there is no job more important than
protecting America’s security.

Ramming through partisan bills that
don’t stand a chance of becoming law is
just irresponsible. It diminishes Con-
gress’ role in making foreign policy. It
certainly diminishes the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee’s role.

So I hope when we return from the
break we can hit the reset button on
the way we deal with these issues. I
think it is important for us to work to-
gether in a bipartisan fashion. As I
have said so many times on this floor,
it has been a pleasure working with
Chairman ROYCE on the committee in a
bipartisan fashion.

Give the committee a chance to for-
mulate a bill that will hold Iran’s feet
to the fire. It is a terrible regime. It is
a bloody regime. We are all united on
both sides of the aisle in wanting to
confront that regime. The question is
how to do it. You don’t do it by ram-
ming through a partisan bill. You do it
by working in a bipartisan fashion.

For now, we should reject this bill,
go back to the drawing board, and
work together to confront the Iranian
murderous regime. They are a regime
that we need to confront. Nobody dis-
agrees on that on both sides of the
aisle. The question is: Should we do it
together?

Let’s do it together. The Foreign Af-
fairs Committee has been a bipartisan
mecca of how Congress should work.
Let’s go back to that, particularly with
foreign policy. Let’s go back to that.

So I urge my colleagues to reject the
bill. We have good people on both sides
of the aisle. We all want to see the
same thing. Let’s put our heads to-
gether and come up with a consensus
and confront Iran. Reject the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

The first point I would make, Mr.
Speaker, is that, under the agreement,
Iran has kept much of its nuclear infra-
structure. It continues to develop ad-
vanced centrifuges. It continues to
gain the ability to produce nuclear fuel
on an industrial scale.

This means, if we are looking at the
long haul on enforcement and chal-
lenges ahead, that the ayatollah won’t
even have to cheat to be just steps
away from a nuclear weapon when the
clock runs out.

In the meantime, tens of billions of
dollars in sanctions relief is now start-
ing to flow to Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps.

Now, the assurances that we have
been given—and these underlying con-
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cerns, by the way, are why so many
Members, including many from the
Foreign Affairs Committee, opposed
the administration’s deal with Iran in
the first place.

But these long-term problems now of
Iran beginning to use that money for
terrorist activity, for the IRGC, and for
support for Hezbollah is what is
prompting our effort now to try to get
some kind of an enforcement, not nec-
essarily on the deal itself, but on origi-
nal assurances we had been given by
the President.

For example, when he presented this
deal, he claimed that the United States
would remain vigilant in countering
Iran’s sponsorship of terrorism, its sup-
port for proxies who destabilize the
Middle East, its threats against Amer-
ica’s friends and allies, like Israel.

Some of us supported the nuclear
deal with Iran; some of us didn’t. But,
regardless, I don’t think any of us
thought that Iran should be given carte
blanche to continue and even escalate
its dangerous hostility in that region
and its hostility to us and our allies
and hostility to the Iranian people,
frankly, which is another issue. That is
not what the administration told us
last year.

It makes sense to do all we can to
check this very dangerous trend in Ira-
nian activity. The problem is that the
administration refuses to do this. This
is what drives us to bring the bill to
the floor. The administration refuses
to negotiate, as I said before, on any-
thing with the word ‘“‘Iran’ in it. So
that is why we are here.

I would ask my colleagues who op-
pose this measure: We were told, all
right, we are going to hold them on
human rights. How many Iranian offi-
cials has the administration designated
for human rights abuses since the ne-
gotiations ended? The answer to that is
zero. There have been no human rights
designations in the past year. Talk
about walking on eggshells.

Despite the fact that Iran’s Minister
of Justice and head of the judiciary—
they are clear human rights violators,
but they have not been designated, as
the number of executions inside Iran go
up.

Iranian regional aggression has in-
creased exponentially since this agree-
ment was reached. The administration
has been reluctant to act decisively on
that.

In March, the CENTCOM Com-
mander, General Joe Votel, testified
that Iran has become more aggressive
in the days since the agreement.

Similarly, our Director of National
Intelligence says Iran—in his words,
the foremost state sponsor of ter-
rorism—continues to exert its influ-
ence in regional crises in the Middle
East through the International Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, through the Quds
Force, its terrorist partner Lebanese
Hezbollah, and its proxy groups. It also
provides military and economic aid to
its allies in the region. Iran and
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Hezbollah remain a continuing ter-
rorist threat to U.S. interests and part-
nerships worldwide.

Now, if the IRGC ends up with $100
billion—because it is the International
Revolutionary Guard Corps that, in
fact, nationalized most of the compa-
nies inside Iran. If they get their hands
on this money and if this terrorist-
sponsoring organization continues its
proliferation, then Hezbollah is going
to be the primary beneficiary of the
sanctions relief.

We were assured that steps were
going to be taken on that point. That
was supposed to be our end goal, right?

Secretary Kerry even admitted im-
mediately after the implementation
day, ‘I think that some of it will end
up in the hands of the IRGC or other
entities, some of which are labeled ‘ter-
rorists.” You know, to some degree, 1
am not going to sit here and tell you
that every component of that can be
prevented.”

Okay, it can’t all be prevented, but
surely some of it can. The Secretary of
State was basically saying that there
was nothing the U.S. could do to pre-
vent the IRGC and terrorists from ben-
efiting exponentially from sanctions
relief. No wonder Iran’s efforts to de-
stabilize the region are picking up
steam.

Consider Iran’s smuggling of weapons
to militants throughout the region. Ac-
cording to the State Department, Iran
arms Hezbollah with advanced, long-
range Iranian manufactured missiles,
in violation of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution. We are trying to do
something to at least say: Stop that.

Just days after the announcement of
the JCPOA, here is what Hezbollah
leader Hassan Nasrallah asserted that
that deal would not stand in the way of
Iranian support for Hezbollah.

How right he was, because in June
2016 Nasrallah boasted that all of
Hezbollah’s weapons and rockets came
from the Islamic Republic of Iran—
150,000 rockets pointed at our ally,
Israel. And now they say they are
going to be able to target those with
GPS technology. Aren’t we going to
stand in the way of that?

Similarly, Iran continues to desta-
bilize our partners in the Gulf. They al-
ready overthrew the Government in
Yemen with their support for the Shi-
ite Houthis there; particularly, also, in
Bahrain, where they carry out a low-
level insurgency as well.

I beg to differ with the Secretary of
State. There is something we can do.
We can act on the administration’s
stated commitment to our allies and
hold Iran’s feet to the fire on this
issue.

The Iran deal should not come at the
cost of the domestic security of our re-
gional allies. We could have the origi-
nal deal, and we could still enforce
what we were told on this floor would
be enforced.

For 8 years, they were not supposed
to be proliferating or developing bal-
listic missiles. For 5 years, they were
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not supposed to be transferring to
Hezbollah additional weapons capa-
bility.

Now we are turning a blind eye. Now
we are walking on eggshells with re-
spect to their treatment of their own
people, as the human rights violations
and the executions become worse and
as they hold two more Americans.

Frankly, that is why this legislation
is before us on the House floor. I urge
an ‘‘aye’ vote.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 819,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

UNITED STATES FINANCIAL
SYSTEM PROTECTION ACT OF 2016

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to House Resolution 819, I call up the
bill (H.R. 4992) to codify regulations re-
lating to transfers of funds involving
Iran, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
YODER). Pursuant to House Resolution
819, the bill is considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4992

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘United
States Financial System Protection Act of
2016”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS, SENSE OF CONGRESS, AND
STATEMENT OF POLICY.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds
lowing:

(1) On November 8, 2011, the Department of
the Treasury identified the Islamic Republic
of Iran as a jurisdiction of primary money
laundering concern pursuant to section 5318A
of title 31, United States Code, including
Iran’s Central Bank, private Iranian banks,
branches, and subsidiaries of Iranian banks
operating outside of Iran as posing illicit fi-
nance risks for the global financial system.

(2) On November 6, 2008, the Department of
the Treasury announced that it was revoking
the “U-turn’ license for Iran, stating that
“‘as a member of the Financial Action Task
Force (FATF), the United States today ful-
filled its obligation to strengthen measures

the fol-
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to protect the financial sector from the risks
posed to the international financial system
by Iran’.

(3) On February 19, 2016, the Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF), the global standard
setting body for anti-money laundering and
combating the financing of terrorism which
has determined that Iran is a ‘‘non-cooper-
ating country or territory’” in the fight
against money laundering and terror financ-
ing since 2008, stated that, ‘‘the FATF re-
mains particularly and exceptionally con-
cerned about Iran’s failure to address the
risk of terrorist financing and the serious
threat this poses to the integrity of the
international financial system”’.

(4) United States and foreign businesses op-
erating or seeking to operate in Iran run sig-
nificant risks, as corruption in Iran is en-
demic, with Transparency International
ranking Iran 130 out of 168 countries.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the entire financial sector of
Iran, including Iran’s Central Bank, private
Iranian banks and branches, and subsidiaries
of Iranian banks operating outside of Iran,
poses illicit finance risks for the global fi-
nancial system due to its proliferation, sup-
port for terrorism, and other illicit conduct.

(c) STATEMENT OF PoLICcY.—It shall be the
policy of the United States to—

(1) deny Iran access to funds denominated
in United States dollars, including through
any offshore United States dollar clearing
system for transactions involving the Gov-
ernment of Iran or an Iranian person; and

(2) deny Iran access to United States dol-
lars through any offshore United States dol-
lar clearing system conducted or overseen by
a foreign government or a foreign financial
institution for transactions involving the
Government of Iran or an Iranian person.
SEC. 3. CODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS RELAT-

ING TO TRANSFERS OF FUNDS IN-
VOLVING IRAN; CLARIFICATION OF
APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS TO
FOREIGN DEPOSITORY INSTITU-
TIONS AND FOREIGN REGISTERED
BROKERS AND DEALERS.

(a) CODIFICATION OF REGULATIONS.—Section
560.516 of title 31, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as in effect on January 1, 2016, shall
apply with respect to transfers of funds to or
from Iran, or for the direct or indirect ben-
efit of an Iranian person or the Government
of Iran, for the period beginning on or after
January 1, 2016, and ending on the date on
which the President makes the certification
to the appropriate congressional committees
under section 401(a) of the Comprehensive
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divest-
ment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8551(a)).

(b) CLARIFICATION OF APPLICATION OF REGU-
LATIONS TO FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
AND FOREIGN REGISTERED BROKERS AND
DEALERS.—

(1) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS.—Sub-
section (a) of section 560.516 of title 31, Code
of Federal Regulations, as in effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2016, shall apply with respect to for-
eign financial institutions to the same ex-
tent and in the same manner as such sub-
section applies with respect to United States
depository institutions if the funds that are
to be transferred as described in such sub-
section are funds that are denominated in
United States dollars.

(2) FOREIGN REGISTERED BROKERS AND DEAL-
ERS.—Subsection (b) of section 560.516 of title
31, Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect
on January 1, 2016, shall apply with respect
to foreign registered brokers or dealers in se-
curities to the same extent and in the same
manner as such subsection applies with re-
spect to United States registered brokers or
dealers in securities if the funds that are to
be transferred as described in such sub-
section are funds that are denominated in
United States dollars.



H4958

(3) SUSPENSION.—The President may sus-
pend the application of paragraph (1) with re-
spect to a foreign financial institution or the
application of paragraph (2) with respect to a
foreign registered broker or dealer in securi-
ties for a period not to exceed 60 days, and
the President may renew the suspension of
the application of paragraph (1) or paragraph
(2), respectively, for additional periods of not
more than 60 days, on and after the date on
which the President certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that during
the preceding 60-day period the Government
of Iran is in compliance with the criteria de-
scribed in section 401(a)(1) of the Comprehen-
sive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Di-
vestment Act of 2010 (22 U.S.C. 8551(a)(1)).

(¢) LICENSING RESTRICTIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the President may not issue
any license under the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701
et seq.) or provide other guidance, including
executive actions, rules, regulations, fre-
quently asked questions, written commu-
nications, or any other commitments, that
permits—

(A) a United States depository institution
or United States registered broker or dealer
in securities—

(i) to conduct an offshore United States
dollar clearing system for transactions in-
volving or for the benefit of the Government
of Iran or an Iranian person, including to
process transfers of funds to or from Iran
under section 560.516 of title 31, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, as in effect on January 1,
2016; or

(ii) to provide United States dollars for any
offshore United States dollar clearing sys-
tem conducted or overseen by a foreign gov-
ernment or a foreign financial institution for
transactions involving or for the benefit of
the Government of Iran or an Iranian person,
including to process transfers of funds to or
from Iran under section 560.516 of title 31,
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on
January 1, 2016; or

(B) a foreign financial institution or for-
eign registered broker or dealer in securi-
ties—

(i) to conduct an offshore United States
dollar clearing system for transactions in-
volving or for the benefit of the Government
of Iran or an Iranian person, including to
process transfers of funds to or from Iran
under section 560.516 of title 31, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, as in effect on January 1,
2016, and as applied under subsection (b); or

(ii) to provide United States dollars for any
offshore United States dollar clearing sys-
tem conducted or overseen by a foreign gov-
ernment or a foreign financial institution for
transactions involving or for the benefit of
the Government of Iran or an Iranian person,
including to process transfers of funds to or
from Iran under section 560.516 of title 31,
Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect on
January 1, 2016, and as applied under sub-
section (b).

(2) EXCEPTION FOR HUMANITARIAN PUR-
POSES.—The President may, on a case-by-
case basis, issue a license described in para-
graph (1) to authorize the activities de-
scribed in clause (i) or (ii) of paragraph (1)(A)
or the activities described in clause (i) or (ii)
of paragraph (1)(B) if—

(A) such activities relate solely to—

(i) the provision of agricultural commod-
ities, food, medicine, or medical devices to
Iran; or

(ii) the provision of humanitarian assist-
ance to the people of Iran; and

(B) the President submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees a copy of
the license.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate.

(2) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The
term ‘‘foreign financial institution’ has the
meaning given such term in section 1010.605
of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations, as in
effect on January 1, 2016.

(3) IRAN.—The term ‘‘Iran’ has the mean-
ing given the term in section 561.329 of title
31, Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect
on January 1, 2016.

(4) IRANIAN PERSON.—The term ‘‘Iranian
person’” means a person or entity (as such
terms are defined in section 560.305 of title
31, Code of Federal Regulations, as in effect
on January 1, 2016) that—

(A) is organized under the laws of Iran or
any jurisdiction within Iran (including for-
eign branches); or

(B) is a person in Iran.

(5) TRANSFER OF FUNDS.—The term ‘‘trans-
fer of funds’—

(A) has the meaning given the term ‘‘funds
transfer” in section 1010.100 of title 31, Code
of Federal Regulations, as in effect on Janu-
ary 1, 2016; and

(B) includes a transfer of funds or other
property for the benefit of an Iranian finan-
cial institution that is made between ac-
counts of the same financial institution even
if that Iranian financial institution is not
the direct recipient of the transfer.

(6) UNITED STATES DEPOSITORY INSTITU-
TION.—The term ‘‘United States depository
institution” has the meaning given such
term in section 560.319 of title 31, Code of
Federal Regulations, as in effect on January
1, 2016.

(7) UNITED STATES REGISTERED BROKER OR
DEALER IN SECURITIES.—The term ‘‘United
States registered broker or dealers in securi-
ties”” has the meaning given such term in
section 560.321 of title 31, Code of Federal
Regulations, as in effect on January 1, 2016.
SEC. 4. CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR RE-

MOVAL OF DESIGNATION OF IRAN
AS A JURISDICTION OF PRIMARY
MONEY LAUNDERING CONCERN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may not
rescind a preliminary draft rule or final rule
(as in effect on the day before the date of the
enactment of this Act) that provides for the
designation of Iran as a jurisdiction of pri-
mary money laundering concern pursuant to
section 5318A of title 31, United States Code,
unless the President submits to the appro-
priate congressional committees a certifi-
cation described in subsection (b) with re-
spect to Iran.

(b) CERTIFICATION.—The President may re-
scind a preliminary draft rule or final rule
described in subsection (a) if the President
submits to the appropriate congressional
committees a certification that the Govern-
ment of Iran is no longer engaged in support
for terrorism, pursuit of weapons of mass de-
struction, and any illicit and deceptive fi-
nancial activities.

(¢c) ForM.—The certification described in
subsection (b) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified
annex.

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(2) the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs of the Senate.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. ROYCE)
and the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. MAXINE WATERS) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 4992.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4992. This bill
would prohibit trade with Iran in dol-
lars, and that is the world’s top cur-
rency. The Iranian access to the U.S.
financial system here is what is at
risk.

When selling this Iran deal to Con-
gress, Treasury Secretary Lew testified
unequivocally that—and I am going to
quote him; I am going to quote our
Treasury Secretary—‘‘Iranian banks
will not be able to clear U.S. dollars
through New York, hold correspondent
account relationships with U.S. finan-
cial institutions, or enter into financ-
ing arrangements with U.S. banks.”

He testified: ‘‘Iran, in other words,
will continue to be denied access to the
world’s largest financial and commer-
cial market.”

The Secretary strongly denied the
administration was giving away the
store to Iran. We were told that the re-
strictions on Iran’s access to the U.S.
dollar were key to pushing back on
Iran’s terrorism and on its missile pro-
liferation.

But for the past 6 months, as the Ira-
nian Supreme Leader has ratcheted up
complaints about the pace of sanctions
relief, the Obama administration has
shifted to ‘‘making sure Iran gets re-
lief.” That is the theme.

Indeed, the State Department has
taken its advocacy for Iran to a new
and disturbing level by trying to per-
suade major non-U.S. banks that doing
Iran-related business is not only per-
mitted, but is actually encouraged.

As one witness told the committee in
May, the United States is acting as the
“business development and trade pro-
motion authority of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.” And the administration is
looking for ways for Iran to be able to
conduct business in dollars.

When challenged before the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee in March,
Secretary Lew would not answer au-
thoritatively whether the TUnited
States may offer Iran the ability to ac-
cess onshore or offshore dollar-clear-
ing, to allow for dollar-denominated
transactions and ease Iran’s ability to
trade internationally.

The ayatollah wants this form of
sanctions relief—to essentially declare
that Iran is open for business—without
ending its support for terrorism and
ending its proliferation of missiles.
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Mr. Speaker, the United States
should not be offering additional spe-
cial exemptions to assist Iran with ac-
cess to dollars while Iran remains a
leading state sponsor of terror, subject
to serious sanctions.

Notably, the Treasury Department’s
designation of Iran as a primary money
laundering concern remains, and that
is a recognition that any financial
transaction with Iran risks supporting
the regime’s ongoing illicit activities.
That is part of the reason that the Fi-
nancial Action Task Force, which sets
the global anti-money laundering
standards, has warned of, in their
words, ‘‘the terrorist financing risk
emanating from Iran and the threat
this poses to the international finan-
cial system.”

Instead of granting such a significant
unilateral concession of Iranian access
to dollarized transactions, this legisla-
tion requires a reciprocal step by
Tehran. Iran must stop its support for
terrorism, one of the top concerns that
administration officials promised that
they were going to address using its re-
maining sanctions after the nuclear
agreement. This is an approach that all
Members should support.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this week Republicans
have made it a top priority to bypass
regular order and rush a number of
measures to the floor as part of their
reckless and politically driven Iran
week agenda that would put the United
States in breach of our commitments
under the Iran nuclear deal.

Concluded a year ago, the Iran nu-
clear deal, known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action, or the
JCPOA, will prevent Iran from obtain-
ing a nuclear bomb for the foreseeable
future. The agreement imposed tough
restrictions on and heavy monitoring
of Iran’s nuclear program in exchange
for nuclear-related sanctions relief. To
date, Iran has upheld its end of the
deal, and I believe we have a responsi-
bility to uphold our commitments as
well.

The bill before us today, H.R. 4992, is
just one of the measures under consid-
eration this week that is aimed square-
ly at prohibiting Iran from experi-
encing the sanctions relief promised
under the agreement that is the
JCPOA.

As part of the Iran nuclear deal, the
U.S. committed to lift secondary sanc-
tions to allow Iran to conduct banking
transactions outside of the TUnited
States in return for Iran meeting its
nuclear-related commitments, which
was verified by the International
Atomic Energy Agency.

H.R. 4992, this bill, would put the
United States in direct violation of the
JCPOA by reapplying these secondary
sanctions that had been lifted as part
of the agreement. Moreover, the bill
would undermine the good faith com-
mitment made by all parties under the
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JCPOA to uphold the letter, the spirit,
and intent of the agreement, and to re-
frain from action that would under-
mine its successful implementation. By
denying the relief we committed to
provide under the deal, we throw the
continued viability of the JCPOA into
question, thereby abandoning the best
chance we have at preventing Iran
from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

In addition to violating our commit-
ments under the JCPOA, this bill does
nothing to provide additional protec-
tion for the United States financial
system. The bill’s proponents ignore
the fact that our primary embargo on
Iran remains in effect and that the ad-
ministration is already taking robust
measures to protect the United States
financial system from access by Iran.

To the extent this bill is motivated
by rumors that the administration is
preparing to grant Iran new access to
the U.S. financial system beyond the
scope of JCPOA, I would point out that
the administration has said that these
rumors are entirely unfounded. The ad-
ministration has also made clear that
it has no intention of reinstating the
U-turn authorization, which permits
foreign firms to use the U.S. as a pass-
through for facilitating transactions
with Iran, or give Iran access to the
United States financial system.

The President has officially stated
that he will veto this bill and any
other legislation that prevents the suc-
cessful implementation of the Iran nu-
clear deal.

We must ask ourselves, if we under-
mine this deal that we made, what
comes next, more sanctions?

It is important to remember that the
harsh nuclear-related sanctions that
were previously in place did not pre-
vent Iran from continuing to pursue a
nuclear capability. A United States-led
attack on Iran—I sincerely hope that
we would work diligently to avoid this
option.

Lastly, I am opposed to this bill
being brought directly to the floor
without going through regular order.
We did not hold a hearing. We did not
hold a markup in the Financial Serv-
ices Committee on this legislation, de-
nying Members the opportunity to
fully consider its implications.

We cannot renege on our commit-
ment to uphold the JCPOA, a signifi-
cant effort to prevent Iran from obtain-
ing a nuclear bomb. Violating the
agreement would not only undermine
U.S. national security, but also our
ability to lead on any international ne-
gotiations aimed at peace in the fu-
ture. So I would urge my colleagues to
oppose H.R. 4992.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. HUIZENGA), chairman of the
Financial Services Subcommittee on
Monetary Policy and Trade.

Mr. HUIZENGA of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R.
4992. 1 appreciate my good friend,
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Chairman ROYCE, of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee. We also serve on this
Financial Services Committee.

It was my subcommittee that grant-
ed the partial waiver to allow this leg-
islation to come directly to the floor;
and because I think that this is so im-
portant, that is why it is here on the
floor today.

Under the Obama administration’s
flawed nuclear deal, the JCPOA, or
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action,
Iran has received significant sanctions
relief so far. Because of this dangerous
deal, the Obama administration left
the door wide open for Iran’s Supreme
Leader to demand access to the dollar.

This is the same country that the
State Department dubbed ‘‘the world’s
foremost state sponsor of terrorism.”

This is the same country that the
Treasury Department has labeled ‘‘a
jurisdiction of primary money laun-
dering concern’ thanks to its support
for terrorism and the use of its banks
to facilitate nuclear and ballistic mis-
sile initiatives.

Last summer, Treasury Secretary
Lew testified that ‘“‘Iranian banks will
not be able to clear TU.S. dollars
through New York, hold correspondent
account relationships with U.S. finan-
cial institutions, or enter into financ-
ing arrangements with U.S. banks.” 1
agree. They should not. I am thrilled to
hear Secretary Lew make that state-
ment.

He also then made it perfectly clear
with another quote. ‘“‘Iran, in other
words, will continue to be denied ac-
cess to the world’s largest financial
and commercial market.” Yet we just
hear that this is a breach of the JCPOA
as has just been asserted. If so, then
Secretary Lew’s own words would indi-
cate a breach before it was even en-
acted and before it began.

So which is it? They either really
don’t want to codify this because they
plan on trying to offer this or allow
Iran to do it, or, for some other strange
reason, they think that these words
alone cover it. Well, they don’t because
it is not legally binding.

In fact, the President, the POTUS,
the President of the United States,
himself, has said that Iran has violated
the spirit of the agreement already.

Just last week, we had testimony in
my subcommittee, where we were
doing a hearing, that Germany, in Ger-
many, the German intelligence serv-
ices—Angela Merkel talked about this
in the Bundestag—that they have indi-
cations that Iran has continued to pur-
sue nuclear capabilities in Germany
itself.

So it is a very simple, yet a very im-
portant, piece of legislation that would
codify the existing Treasury regula-
tions that prohibit U.S. depository in-
stitutions and registered security bro-
kers or dealers from processing funds
to or from Iran as well as to prohibit
any foreign financial institutions from
transferring any funds that are in U.S.
dollars.
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It has been also stated—I would say
ludicrously—that somehow this bill
and others like it are unpatriotic. I
think it is the exact opposite, Mr.
Speaker. This bill is necessary to make
sure that the financial standing of the
U.S. institutions are protected. I think
it is important that we assert ourselves
to make sure that this administration
doesn’t go beyond the bounds that it
already has, and it is time to put par-
tisan persuasions aside, work together,
and stop doing business with our en-
emies.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to support this
important bill.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT),
a member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, one
year ago, America chose to preclude an
Iranian nuclear weapons program
through diplomacy rather than war.

What has happened in the 12 months
since that momentous decision was
made?

The Iranians have given up 98 percent
of their nuclear material. They have
dismantled thousands of centrifuges,
and they filled the core of a major plu-
tonium reactor with concrete.

Even the chief of staff of the Israel
Defense Forces, the IDF, said: ‘“The
deal has actually removed the most se-
rious danger to Israel’s existence for
the foreseeable future and greatly re-
duced the threat over the longer
term.”

The promoters of these three bills are
in a state of denial. They took every
opportunity along the torturous path
of mnegotiations to try to block, ob-
struct, and interfere with those nego-
tiations and leave us with only the
choice of war and military action to
stop the Iranians from developing a nu-
clear weapon. So today, having denied
diplomacy for so long, they are still
compelled to deny that diplomacy has
worked in the last year.

What we should be doing today is
building on our success, not seeking to
subvert it. Success so far doesn’t mean
that the Iranians may not backtrack.
We know this is an authoritarian gov-
ernment that commits many wrongs
today. It is certainly not our friend.
That is why careful scrutiny and inten-
sive inspections must continue. I be-
lieve that patient, deliberate diplo-
macy remains the only course—the
best path—to protect our families.

Now, one of the Republican Members
this morning attacked the agreement
and said that it has got us ‘‘walking on
eggshells.” I have to tell you that even
if that is true—and I deny that it is—
walking on eggshells is much, much
better for American families than the
death and destruction of unleashing ac-
tual military shells. That is the alter-
native.

I believe that continuous, intrusive
monitoring is the key to keeping our
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families safe and avoiding war. We
have a lot of people agreeing with that.
Nobel laureates, generals, diplomats,
and former legislators are advising
that, through this agreement, all path-
ways to an Iranian nuclear weapon
have been blocked—so they said in
their letter this week.

I remain hopeful. I am hopeful and
optimistic that eventually we will
overcome the extremists in Iran, hope-
ful that peace will prevail, and hopeful
about this Congress, if nothing else,
will not undo this agreement. Because
they have shown such an inability to
do any other work as they today shut
down the Congress for the next 53 days,
leaving so many challenges unan-
swered.

Let’s conclude today by rejecting
this attempt to deny the most effective
way to protect the security of our fam-
ilies and that of our allies by letting
diplomacy continue to advance.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, just to make a point,
this is not a breach of the nuclear deal.
This has nothing to do with the nuclear
deal. We did not agree to give Iran ac-
cess to the U.S. dollar. As a matter of
fact, the agreement that we all under-
stood is that, without ending its sup-
port for terrorism and proliferation of
missiles, they weren’t going to get that
access. There were things we have held
in reserve as continued pressure
against Iran to get its compliance.

The difficulty is that the ayatollah
wants this form of additional relief
outside of the deal, which essentially
declares that Iran is open for business.
He wants to be able to do it without
ending his proliferation of missiles and
these ballistic missile tests.

And we are saying: No, no, that was
not in the deal. We are not giving you
additional—additional—rewards while
you are decrying the United States and
saying ‘‘death to the Great Satan,”
“‘death to the Little Satan,” ‘‘death to
America,” and ‘‘death to Israel.”

Why should we further give advan-
tage to the build-up of Iranian power
when it is going not into the economy
but into the hands—the coffers—of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps?

That is the problem.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL), a
member of the Committee on Financial
Services and the Task Force to Inves-
tigate Terrorism Financing.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
the chairman yielding. I appreciate his
work on this important issue. He
makes a good point, which is that this
is not so much about the JCPOA, as
noted by the opposition. This is about
the fact that our joint agreement that
the Obama administration reached
with our allies with Iran is in conflict
in many ways with existing Federal
law and Federal practice where we are
still involved in analyzing Iran for its
sanction violations.

More importantly, while there is a
lot of talk about the 1l-year anniver-
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sary of the JCPOA, I want to remind
my friends on both sides of the aisle
that 7 years ago, in June, 2009, the peo-
ple of Iran rose up against the mali-
cious mullahs of their murderous re-
gime, and their cries for help fell on
deaf ears in the United States. Some
4,000 were arrested.

What has become of them? What has
become of those people? What has be-
come of their cause?

So I want to remember in June 2009,
the impact of this regime in Iran.

I am proud to support this legisla-
tion. I am proud to serve on the Task
Force to Investigate Terrorism Financ-
ing.

Look to the State Department’s most
recent Country Reports on Iran. The
report states: ‘‘Iran’s state sponsorship
of terrorism worldwide remained
undiminished through the Islamic Rev-
olutionary Guards, the Quds Force, its
Ministry of Intelligence and Security,
and Tehran’s ally, Hezbollah.”

In addition to its support for ter-
rorism, the Iranian regime is corrupt
and known to be involved in money
laundering, bribery, and illicit finance
around the world—not just the Middle
East, but in the Western Hemisphere.
The Treasury has designated the Gov-
ernment of Iran as a primary money
laundering concern since 2011.

International financial bodies, such
as the Financial Action Task Force,
have warned Iran’s financing of ter-
rorism poses a serious threat to the
international financial system.

So since the Iranian deal, the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard is actively pro-
viding funding and arms to Hezbollah
and Hamas, propping up Shia militias
in Iraq, and responsible for deaths of
Americans and our soldiers in Iraq.
They continue to hold hostages. They
continue to fail Federal adjudicated
claims of 35 years of victims, and they
continue to trade and test ballistic
weapons, threatening our allies and our
best interests.

This legislation is not about sinking
the nuclear deal. This legislation is
about holding Iran accountable for its
terrorist finance activities and its
money laundering activities. There is
no reason in any way, shape, or form
that they deserve dollar access.

This legislation is about maintaining
the integrity of our country’s financial
system and preventing the dollar from
being used to support terrorism around
the world. I am pleased to support this
legislation.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
HIMES), a member of the Financial
Services Committee.

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 4992 precisely
because the passage of H.R. 4992, were
it to become law—and I say this as a
member of the House Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence—would
put me and this Congress and the rest
of us in the United States back in a po-
sition of walking on eggshells, if I
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might borrow a phrase used by the Re-
publican majority. It would put me
back in the position of every single
week going to the spaces of the Intel-
ligence Committee and asking the
question, What kind of progress has
Iran made this week in their efforts to
deliver nuclear weapons, and then
hearing answers that I would not like
and nobody in this Chamber would
like.

There is no question and there is no
legal opinion of any credibility that
suggests that H.R. 4992 is not a very
clear violation of our obligations under
the JCPOA.

The majority has talked a lot about
denying access to the U.S. infrastruc-
ture financial system, which the Treas-
ury Secretary has said we will do.
What they are not telling you is that
H.R. 4992 would subject non-U.S. banks
to the same restrictions on U.S. banks
regarding dollar-denominated trans-
actions.

So we would say to a French bank:
You cannot undertake a transaction
with a German hotel developer if it
were denominated in dollars.

Now, apart from the jurisdictional
questions and the damage that would
do to the United States dollar as the
global reserve currency, it is a very
clear violation of the JCPOA. There is
no legal interpretation of any credi-
bility that would suggest otherwise.

Now, let me be clear about some
things that we all agree on—and I have
a profound amount of respect for Chair-
man ROYCE, and we agree on some
things. I have heard a steady stream
from the other side of the truth that
Iran is money laundering, that they
are sponsoring terrorism, that they are
destabilizing the region, and that they
treat their people terribly. You are 100
percent right on that issue. You will
find no disagreement on this side of the
aisle with any of those allegations. But
the fact of the matter is that the Iran
nuclear deal, which is jeopardized by
this bill, was a deal that said: In ex-
change for stopping your development
of nuclear weapons, we will provide you
with access to some of your own
money.

That was the deal. The deal did not
include: You will stop destabilizing the
region and that you will stop your ter-
rorist activity.

By the way, I am sorry about that. I
would have liked to have seen a deal
that would have brought Iran entirely
into the community of nations, but
that was not the deal. By the way,
there was a time in American history
when we were a bit more adult in the
way we thought about foreign relations
where Ronald Reagan would go to the
Soviet Union—what he called the evil
empire—and do an Intermediate-Range
Nuclear Forces deal that was about nu-
clear weapons while the Soviet Union
was murderous to their own people, de-
stabilizing the globe, and threatening
us with annihilation. But we said it
was worth preserving the deal and pre-
serving the safety that we had against
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ballistic
Reagan.

Now, we can’t disagree on some facts.
I heard Chairman ROYCE say that tens
of billions of dollars are going to the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard. That is
simply not true. Secretary Kerry esti-
mated—and he was referring to actual
dollars into the country—that some $3
billion had come into Iran. So, yes, the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard, sadly,
will benefit in some small way from
the sanctions relief. But the figure of
tens of billions of dollars is simply in-
accurate. We disagree fundamentally
on the Iran nuclear deal.

The fact of the matter—and I have
heard allegations from the other side
to the contrary—is that not the
IAEA—not any global bodies—are sug-
gesting that Iran isn’t anything other
than in compliance with the deal. As a
consequence, instead of being 2 months
away, as we were, from the develop-
ment of an Iranian nuclear weapon, we
are probably 12 months or more away
from the development of a nuclear
weapon.

Is that perfect?

Of course, it is not. It is speaking as
somebody who every week considers
the threats to this country being 12
months away is a heck of a lot safer
than being 2 months away.

I have heard from the other side that
this is a flawed deal and that it jeop-
ardizes U.S. national security and the
security of Israel. Let me quote some-
body who knows something about the
security of Israel, Lieutenant General
Gadi Hizenkot, Chief of Staff of Israel
Defense Forces. Six months ago he
said: ‘“The deal has actually removed
the most serious danger to Israel’s ex-
istence for the foreseeable future and
greatly reduced the threat over the
longer term.”’

If it is true for Israel, it is true for
the United States. Stand up for peace,
stand up for our international obliga-
tions, and oppose H.R. 4992.

O 1200

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I think the Secretary was awarded
several Pinocchios from The Wash-
ington Post for that statement on the
amount of support that would give the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps.

The reason why is because the Ira-
nian Revolutionary Guard Corps, in
fact, owns many of the largest institu-
tions. They were nationalized after the
1979 revolution. Because of this, they
are beneficiaries of the economic activ-
ity. It is the number one economic
actor, according to our Department of
Commerce, according to our State De-
partment. The IRGC is the number one
economic actor.

So, in point of fact, yes, this deal is
going to demonstrably benefit the Ira-
nian Revolutionary Guard Corps at a
time when they are in charge of this
ballistic missile program, interconti-
nental ballistic missile program, which
you see them developing and advancing
as we speak.

weapons under Ronald
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I would just add one other point, and
that is that there isn’t a lot of debate
here in terms of what message they are
sending us when they go to the streets
and, under the direction of the aya-
tollah, members of the IRGC chant
“Death to America.”

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT), a
member of the Committee on Financial
Services and of the Task Force to In-
vestigate Terrorism Financing.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman.

To my friend from Connecticut (Mr.
HIMES), look, I know you to be one of
the, actually, smartest people here on
these sort of subjects. So I am going to
take a slightly different approach and
see if what I am actually reading in
this legislation is a little different
than some of the nature of the con-
versation here.

The way I am reading this legisla-
tion, it functionally says that U.S.-
chartered institutions will not act as
the clearers, clearinghouses, for FX,
for dollar-denominated trade.

So, as we walk through those me-
chanics—if we all remember when we
sat down, both in the isolated area,
reading the nuclear agreement, what
was in that agreement that said we are
obligated to hand over the infrastruc-
ture of our U.S. financial system, our
banking system, our foreign exchange
clearing system, and we have an obli-
gation to provide that infrastructure
that we have built and hand that to the
Islamic Republic of Iran? There is
nothing in the agreement that says we
have an obligation to provide our fi-
nancial infrastructure to help them.

Now, we have already heard Chair-
man ROYCE and others walk through
all of the bad acts and how this money
is often killing people around the world
and taking their lives and threatening
our allies. That may be the meat of it,
but the actual legislation functionally
denies the use of clearing U.S. cur-
rency, U.S. dollars from U.S.-chartered
institutions.

My understanding is that, if they
wanted to, they could probably go to
the Bank of Singapore and clear their
dollars there into gold and wash money
for other bad actors and send it to mur-
derers in Lebanon.

But at least those institutions that
we hold dear, that we regulate, that we
talk about here, that our taxpayers
guarantee deposits in, why would we
hand Iran our infrastructure to clear
their dollars when so many of their re-
sources are going for bad acts?

I know we keep having this conversa-
tion of, ““The nuclear deal is bad, many
of us voted against it,”” others saying,
“Oh, it is a great achievement, we
want to support it.” Fine. There is
nothing in the agreement that says,
great, you now get to use the U.S. in-
frastructure to finance yourselves,
move money around, and actually ulti-
mately wash money to do evil in the
world.

So if we are going to have this con-
versation, let’s be intellectually honest
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of what the language in the legislation
actually says.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
LYNCH), the ranking member of the
Task Force to Investigate Terrorism
Financing on the Financial Services
Committee.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 4992, the so-
called United States Financial System
Protection Act of 2016.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4992 would directly
violate our commitments under the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.
There is no question about that. By re-
imposing the secondary sanctions on
Iran’s banking sector, we clearly vio-
late the terms of that JCPOA.

These are not transactions between
the U.S. and Iran, but, rather, these are
banking transactions that occur out-
side the U.S. financial system. These
sanctions were lifted on implementa-
tion day, according to the agreement,
but only after we put International
Atomic Energy Agency inspectors in
place in Iran, on the ground, to verify
Iran’s compliance with the deal.

That verification and reporting oc-
curs on a monthly basis. The last re-
port we have from the IAEA, who are
on the ground in Iran, is that they are,
indeed, in full compliance with the
terms of the JCPOA which addressed
their nuclear program.

Critics of the JCPOA will tell you
that this bill is needed to ensure that
Iran does not gain access to the U.S. fi-
nancial system. Yet the administration
has made clear that we are not going
to reinstate the U-turn authorization
or grant Iran access to the U.S. finan-
cial system. And, during the JCPOA
talks, the U.S. stood firm that our
sanctions against Iran’s weapons of
mass destruction, human rights viola-
tions, and support for terrorism were
not on the table. They were not part of
that agreement. And our primary trade
embargo on Iran, with certain limited
exceptions, is still in place.

Now, critics of the JCPOA will also
tell you that the license that has been
granted to Boeing to sell civilian pas-
senger aircraft to Iran is really a sub-
terfuge and that Iran is going to use
these commercial jetliners to transport
weapons or personnel in a military ca-
pacity.

They ignore the fact that Iran al-
ready has military combat aircraft
that they purchased from Russia. So
there is no need for Iran to buy Airbus
aircraft from the EU or Boeing aircraft
from the United States in order to fund
their military, their air force. So that
is clearly not something that they are
trying to do. Like I said, they could
buy directly from the Russian Govern-
ment, as they have done in the past
and they continue to do, combat air-
craft.

Mr. Speaker, it is ironic that exactly
1 year after the U.S. and the P5+1 an-
nounced the landmark JCPOA that
Congress is voting to undermine it. The
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bills on the floor this week are an at-
tempt to undermine that by opponents
of this deal and have another bite of
the apple and try to bring down the
agreement.

I would like to remind my fellow
Members that we have debated this al-
ready and the House and Senate failed
to pass a joint resolution of dis-
approval. That deal is done. And, so
far, even according to high-level Israeli
officials, Iran remains in compliance
with that agreement.

We should focus instead on ensuring
that this is fully implemented and that
our inspectors have a full and fair op-
portunity to maintain that Iran is in-
deed in compliance.

The global community, as a result of
this agreement, will be in a better posi-
tion to know and to respond sooner and
with the benefit of having vast, de-
tailed intelligence about Iran’s nuclear
facilities. We are there, we are on the
ground like never before.

Iran has removed over two-thirds of
its centrifuges and placed them under
international supervision. That is a cut
of nearly 14,000. It stopped enriching
uranium and removed nuclear material
from Fordow, one of its major facili-
ties. It has cut its fissile material
stockpile by 98 percent, from 12,000
kilograms to less than 300 kilograms of
only non-weapons-grade material. The
heavy water reactor at Arak has been
rendered unusable for nuclear purposes.
Finally, the JCPOA has verifiably de-
layed any possible path Iran may have
to a nuclear weapon.

Enacting this bill, H.R. 4992, or any
of these anti-Iran-nuclear-deal bills
would give Iran’s hardliners the very
excuse that they want to rip up the
JCPOA, kick out the TAEA inspectors
on the agreement, and race toward get-
ting a nuclear bomb.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RIGELL). The time of the gentleman
has expired.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield an additional 30
seconds to the gentlewoman.

Mr. LYNCH. If we do sabotage this
deal, will we be able to count on the
backup from the global community to
bring Iran back into line? It is a risk I
believe is dangerous and, in this case,
unnecessary.

I urge my fellow Members to defeat
H.R. 4992.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ZELDIN), a member of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Chairman ROYCE for bringing this im-
portant legislation.

The American public stands with
you, Chairman, and there are multiple
reasons why the American public will
stand with all of this Congress that
will vote for this bill.

For one, the American public has an
issue with financing Iranian terror
through U.S. financial infrastructure.
The American public has had an enor-
mous issue with a lot of specifics re-
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lated to the Iran nuclear agreement. It
is not really much of an agreement. It
is an unsigned political commitment.

There are material differences with
regard to the agreement. The U.S. said,
We are going to be able to access mili-
tary sites. The Iranians said, Before,
during, and after the negotiation, you
will never be able to access our mili-
tary sites. We said, Sanctions relief
will be phased in over the course of
time based on compliance. The Ira-
nians say, No, sanctions relief will be
immediate, no suspension. These are
pretty important parts of the agree-
ment.

Well, let’s talk about some other
parts that weren’t part of the agree-
ment, they weren’t able to agree to. So
they put into a secretive deal between
the Iranians and an entity that we
have no ability to actually be on an in-
spections team because, as the AP re-
ports, the TAEA’s agreement with the
U.S.—these so-called deals where the
verification is outlined. The Iranians,
in some cases, are inspecting their own
nuclear sites. In other cases, they are
responsible for collecting some of their
own soil samples.

That is why the American public
stands with everyone who votes for
this legislation, because of all the uni-
lateral concessions that have been
made since this agreement has been
made. This isn’t the only one.

Buying heavy water for no reason.
While this President is holding the
heavy water of the Iranians, those who
vote for this bill, who have opposed the
Iran nuclear agreement, they are hold-
ing the heavy water of American secu-
rity for their $1.7 billion payment that
was made after this deal was reached: a
$400 million debt, plus $1.3 billion of in-
terest.

Or our detained soldiers, who were
embarrassed through photography and
videography. And we are saying thank
you for releasing our sailors? The
American public was outraged. Using
our sailors as propaganda to make
yourself look strong and the rest of us
look weak.

Or maybe it is giving the Iranians ac-
cess to U.S. financial institutions.

We are being laughed at. The Ira-
nians will take to the street and they
will chant ‘‘Death to America,” they
will continue their illegal test firing of
intercontinental ballistic missiles, and
they will detain Americans unjustly.

They know that we didn’t even ask
for a signature. Think about it. Of all
the agreements we enter into in life—
buying a car or buying a home—we
couldn’t even ask for a signature.

The American public is upset.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the

gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
HIMES).
Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, to my

friend from New York (Mr. ZELDIN),
perhaps we didn’t get a signature, but
we got compliance from Iran on their
obligations to stop their production of
nuclear weapons.
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I want to take the rest of my time to
hopefully clear up a factual matter.

I have profound respect for Chairman
ROYCE, and Congressman SCHWEIKERT
is one of my closest friends in this
Chamber. We seem to have a disagree-
ment as to whether this would jeop-
ardize the JCPOA. This bill would sub-
ject non-U.S. banks to the same re-
strictions that are put on U.S. banks
regarding dollar-denominated securi-
ties. I would point to, in the JCPOA,
annex II, which lists the sanctions to
be lifted under the JCPOA, 4.1.3, which
lifts sanctions on the provision of U.S.
bank notes.

This would clearly violate our obliga-
tions under the JCPOA, and I would
hope that my friends in the majority
would acknowledge that fact as they
push this bill. I continue to urge its re-
jection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. LANCE), a member of the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H.R. 4992, the United
States Financial System Protection
Act; and I thank Chairman ROYCE for
offering the legislation today and for
his tremendous leadership on this
issue.

Allowing Iran access to the U.S. dol-
lar would mark an unprecedented con-
cession to the world’s leading state
sponsor of terrorism. Iran has taken
virtually no tangible actions to suggest
that it is serious about dismantling its
nuclear program or ending its decades-
long ties to terrorism. Why should Iran
be rewarded with coveted access to our
currency?

Last week, I offered an amendment
to the Financial Services Appropria-
tions Act that would make sure that
the U.S. Treasury officials who might
be attempting to act on this matter
would not be permitted to do so—to
change statutory law. This would go
not only to this administration, but to
future administrations as well. My
amendment passed by a voice vote, and
today’s legislation and the previous
bills go further in adding new sanctions
to stop the administration’s purchase
of heavy water from Iran and to pre-
vent any additional steps to appease
Iran.

This goes to the heart of the agree-
ment, which was voted down in this
House. It was never voted on in the
other House because of cloture. Let us
make sure that Iran is held account-
able. Iran has done nothing to earn our
trust. Let’s not give away critical lan-
guage in this regard. I urge a strong
“‘yes’” vote on Chairman ROYCE’s legis-
lation.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

You have heard very clearly from
this side of the aisle as to why it is so
important for us to be true to our com-
mitments that were made under the
agreement. You have heard very clear-
ly what this bill is all about.
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Part of that agreement which is
being denied by the opposite side of the
aisle has to do with non-U.S. financial
institutions. We maintain our sanc-
tions as they relate to the United
States financial institutions. Our insti-
tutions are not in any way violating
those sanctions, and we do not allow
our financial institutions to do busi-
ness with Iran; but we do support non-
U.S. financial institutions’ ability to
do business with Iran.

What is this bill all about?

We keep hearing about rumors. We
keep hearing about suspicions. We keep
hearing about what we think they may
do. We keep hearing about what some-
one else said they are going to do. The
fact of the matter is this agreement is
extremely clear. They—that is the Ira-
nians—have not violated this agree-
ment at all. As a matter of fact, there
is something in the agreement called
dispute resolution. If you believe that
they have violated the agreement in
some way, why don’t you insist on a
dispute resolution to deal with the
issue? But you cannot do that. You
cannot point to anything that the Ira-
nians have done that is in disagree-
ment with the agreement that has been
made.

Why are you coming to the floor of
the House of Representatives 1 day be-
fore we are to take a break and putting
this bill and other bills on the floor? Is
this politically motivated? What are
you trying to do? Who are you trying
to send a message to?

Instead of using your power and your
ability to deal with this agreement in
an honest and credible way, what you
should be doing is supporting the Presi-
dent of the United States of America
and respecting this country and our
commitments.

We have five other countries in this
deal. What happens if we renege on our
agreements? What are they to think of
us? What do you think about your
country? Why would you have the
President of the United States on the
international stage looking as if the
rug has been pulled out from under him
by his own legislators? I don’t get it. I
do not understand it.

As a matter of fact, one of the things
we should all be very clear about is our
support for Israel. That side of the
aisle does not support our relationship
and our friendship any more than we
do. If that is the message you are try-
ing to send, it doesn’t work. It doesn’t
hold water. As a matter of fact, any
Member of Congress who looks at this
agreement, who reads the agreement,
who understands the agreement knows
that you don’t have any issues with
what is happening in our financial sys-
tem. You have not been able, in this
debate, to talk about the fact that U.S.
financial systems are not involved in
any way.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman will direct her remarks to
the Chair.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I will address these re-
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marks to you so they can hear them,
and that is that they have not been
able to identify in this debate how the
United States financial institutions are
involved in any shape, form, or fashion
in doing business with Iran. They have
not been able, in the debate, to indi-
cate that, somehow, we have not
agreed that non-U.S. financial institu-
tions can be involved in financial deals
with Iran.

I am simply asking that they deal
with the facts. I am simply asking
them not to undermine the agreement
that we have made. I am simply asking
them to admit that Iran has in no way
violated this agreement. I am asking
them to simply support this country
and this President and to make sure
that we don’t separate ourselves from
the other five countries that we have a
deal with. I am asking them not to put
us in the position in which the other
five countries say: ‘“We cannot trust
America. We cannot trust America be-
cause they are reneging on the deal.”

We have done a tremendous service
not only to Israel but to the United
States in working out this deal to en-
sure that Iran does not continue to de-
velop its nuclear capability. Why did
we do that? It is because we are on the
path toward peace and not war. We do
not want Iran to attack Israel, and we
do not want Israel to attack Iran. We
do not want the United States to be
thrown into this war—a war that could
be created by either of them—because
we believe that we can provide credible
leadership for peace. That is what this
is all about.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time to close.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

In closing, I would just like to say
that we are all in agreement that Iran
should not be a nuclear state, which
would pose a direct threat to both the
United States and international secu-
rity.

The Iran nuclear deal is the best op-
tion we have for keeping nuclear weap-
ons out of the Iranian Government’s
hands. It would be reckless to abandon
our commitments under the deal which
deny Iran a credible opportunity to
produce weapons-grade nuclear mate-
rial for use in a bomb for at least a
generation. To date, Iran, again, has
upheld its end of the deal, and we have
a responsibility to do the same.

The President’s Statement of Admin-
istration Policy on H.R. 4992 and the
other harmful Iran-related bills on the
floor this week state that undermining
the JCPOA would ‘‘remove the unprec-
edented constraints on and monitoring
of Iran’s nuclear program, lead to the
unraveling of the international sanc-
tions regime against Iran, and deal a
devastating blow to the credibility of
America’s leadership and our commit-
ments to our closest allies.”

H.R. 4992 is being framed as pro-
tecting the U.S. financial system; yet
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our financial system is already pro-
tected by our primary sanctions on
Iran. In other words, this bill does
nothing to protect the U.S. financial
system or to promote our national se-
curity. In fact, it does the opposite.

We have said all of this, which I have
just reiterated, but let me make my
final and closing statement.

Why are you wasting your time?
Even if, by some stroke of magic, you
could get this through the Senate and
send it to the President of the United
States, he is going to veto it. They
know it. Everyone knows it. Why are
we doing this?

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Part of the problem here is that
money laundering in Iran has been
proven to be tied to their efforts to
support international terrorism. The
unfortunate case here is what we are
debating. Remember, we were origi-
nally assured, yes, we can push back on
issues like their ballistic missile pro-
gram, that we can push back on their
support for terrorism or on their abject
destruction of the human rights of the
people inside Iran. We can put pressure
on those fronts.

We have somehow reached the point
at which, despite the testimony of the
administration that we were going to
be pushing back, the administration
feels that any steps we take to assert a
position on these fronts is injurious to
the relationship with Iran or, in some
way, undermines the JCPOA. In terms
of Iran, the entire country is des-
ignated by our Treasury Department as
a jurisdiction of primary money laun-
dering concern, and not just by our
country and not just by our Treasury,
but by the international system that
looks at these financial systems. They
have determined the same with respect
to Iran.

Secretary of State Kerry and his col-
leagues in the administration are in
the midst of a campaign to reassure
foreign firms that Iran is open for busi-
ness. All right. We can trade with Iran,
but it is an additional step beyond that
to say that Iran is going to have the
right to access U.S. dollars. Other ad-
ministration officials, by the way, go
so far as to say that Iranian economic
growth is in our national security in-
terest.

I don’t think it is in our national se-
curity interest. Frankly, if people are
going to trade with Iran, they can do it
without the use of U.S. dollars.

It is a tough case to make in terms of
this, in some way, being in our na-
tional interest when you consider that
Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps has been labeled—what?—by the
U.S. Treasury Department as being the
“most powerful economic actor’ in the
country, the IRGC. That is the same
entity that is developing these ballistic
missiles and that is supporting terror
throughout the region. It is a terrorist
IRGC by our own labeling here in the
United States.
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That should be enough to put the
brakes on the administration’s plans to
get Iran out from under restrictions
that prohibit trade with Iran in dol-
lars. You can trade, but you can’t trade
in dollars, okay?
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The pervasive influence of the Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
throughout Iran’s economy means that
extreme due diligence will be necessary
to ensure that foreign companies and
foreign banks are not complicit in
Iran’s terror finance or the range of
other illicit financial activities in
which Iranian entities regularly en-
gage. That is why this legislation pro-
tects the integrity of the U.S. dollar
from Iranian illicit finance by codi-
fying existing restrictions, clarifying
restrictions on foreign financial insti-
tutions involved in dollarization, and,
again, links determination of these
measures to the end of Iranian support
of terrorists. Easy enough for Iran to
solve the problem; just quit supporting
terrorism.

I urge all Members to support this
legislation.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 819,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the order
of the House of today, proceedings will
resume on questions previously post-
poned. Votes will be taken in the fol-
lowing order:

The motion to concur in the Senate
amendment to the House amendment
to S. 764; and passage of H.R. 5631.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE
PROGRAM AMENDMENTS ACT OF
2015

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
adopting the motion to concur in the
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Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the bill (S. 764) to reau-
thorize and amend the National Sea
Grant College Program Act, and for
other purposes, on which the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to concur.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 306, nays
117, not voting 10, as follows:

[Roll No. 466]

YEAS—306
Abraham Duffy Kirkpatrick
Adams Duncan (SC) Kline
Aderholt Edwards Knight
Aguilar Ellmers (NC) Labrador
Allen Emmer (MN) LaHood
Amodei Engel LaMalfa
Ashford Farenthold Lamborn
Babin Fincher Lance
Barletta Fitzpatrick Latta
Barr Fleischmann Lawrence
Barton Fleming Lewis
Beatty Flores Lipinski
Benishek Forbes LoBiondo
Bera Fortenberry Loebsack
Bilirakis Foster Long
Bishop (GA) Foxx Loudermilk
Bishop (MI) Frelinghuysen Love
Blum Fudge Lucas
Bost Gallego Luetkemeyer
Boustany Garamendi Lujan Grisham
Boyle, Brendan Garrett (NM)

F. Gibbs Lummis
Brady (PA) Gohmert Lynch
Brady (TX) Gosar MacArthur
Brooks (IN) Gowdy Matsui
Brown (FL) Graham McCarthy
Brownley (CA) Granger McCaul
Bucshon Graves (GA) MecClintock
Bustos Graves (LA) McCollum
Butterfield Graves (MO) McHenry
Byrne Green, Al McKinley
Calvert Green, Gene McMorris
Cardenas Griffith Rodgers
Carney Grothman McSally
Carson (IN) Guinta Meadows
Carter (GA) Guthrie Meehan
Carter (TX) Hanna Meeks
Cartwright Hardy Mica
Castor (FL) Harper Miller (FL)
Castro (TX) Harris Miller (MI)
Chabot Hartzler Moolenaar
Chaffetz Herrera Beutler =~ Moulton
Clawson (FL) Hice, Jody B. Mullin
Clay Hill Mulvaney
Cleaver Hinojosa Murphy (FL)
Clyburn Holding Murphy (PA)
Cole Hoyer Napolitano
Collins (GA) Hudson Newhouse
Collins (NY) Huelskamp Noem
Comstock Huizenga (MI) Nolan
Conaway Hultgren Norcross
Connolly Hunter Nugent
Cook Hurd (TX) Nunes
Cooper Hurt (VA) O’Rourke
Costa Issa Olson
Costello (PA) Jackson Lee Palazzo
Cramer Jeffries Pascrell
Crawford Jenkins (KS) Paulsen
Crenshaw Jenkins (WV) Payne
Cuellar Johnson (GA) Perry
Curbelo (FL) Johnson (OH) Peters
Davidson Johnson, E. B. Peterson
Davis (CA) Johnson, Sam Pittenger
Davis, Danny Jolly Pitts
Davis, Rodney Jordan Pompeo
Delaney Joyce Price, Tom
DelBene Kaptur Quigley
Denham Katko Rangel
Dent Keating Ratcliffe
DesJarlais Kelly (IL) Reed
Diaz-Balart Kelly (MS) Reichert
Dingell Kelly (PA) Renacci
Doggett Kennedy Ribble
Dold Kildee Rice (NY)
Donovan Kind Rice (SC)
Doyle, Michael King (IA) Richmond

F. King (NY) Rigell
Duckworth Kinzinger (IL) Roby
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Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross

Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Russell
Salmon
Sanchez, Loretta
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson

Amash
Bass
Becerra
Beyer
Blackburn
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Buchanan
Buck
Burgess
Capps
Capuano
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Coffman
Cohen
Conyers
Courtney
Culberson
Cummings
DeFazio
DeGette
DeLauro
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Duncan (TN)
Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Gabbard
Gibson
Goodlatte

Bishop (UT)
Black
Crowley
Ellison

Sinema

Sires

Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (TX)
Speier
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi

Torres

Trott

Tsongas
Turner

Upton

Valadao
Vargas

Veasey

Vela

NAYS—117

Grayson
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Higgins
Himes
Honda
Huffman
Israel
Jones
Kilmer
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee
Levin
Lieu, Ted
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Massie
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meng
Messer
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Nadler
Neal
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Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Walz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Womack
Woodall
Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zinke

Neugebauer
Pallone
Palmer
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Pingree
Pocan
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Rohrabacher
Rooney (FL)
Roybal-Allard
Ryan (OH)
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sherman
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Tipton
Titus
Tonko
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wittman
Yarmuth
Yoder
Zeldin

NOT VOTING—10

Hastings
Marino
Pearce
Poe (TX)
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Sanchez, Linda
T.
Takai

Mr. BRAT, Mses. BONAMICI, SCHA-

KOWSKY,

Messrs.

BRIDENSTINE, Mses.
MAXINE WATERS
changed their vote from ‘‘yea” to

“nay.”

of

NEAL,

MENG and

California

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of

Texas, Messrs.

YOUNG of
EDWARDS,

JOHNSON of Ohio,

Alaska, DOGGETT, Ms.

Messrs.

CONNOLLY,

HOYER, and PAYNE changed their

vote from ‘“‘nay’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the motion to concur was agreed

to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

Stated for:

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
466, on agreeing to the Senate amendment to
the House amendment to S. 764, | am not re-
corded because | was representing constitu-
ents on business outside of Washington, D.C.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”

Stated against;

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall No. 466, On Motion to
Concur in the Senate Amendment with an
Amendment to S. 764, GMO Labeling Re-
quirements, | was unavoidably detained and
missed the vote. Had | been present, | would
have voted “no.”

———

IRAN ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF
2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage
of the bill (H.R. 5631) to hold Iran ac-
countable for its state sponsorship of
terrorism and other threatening activi-
ties and for its human rights abuses,
and for other purposes, on which the
yveas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

This is a b-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 246, nays
179, not voting 8, as follows:

[Roll No. 467]

YEAS—246
Abraham Diaz-Balart Hurt (VA)
Aderholt Dold Issa
Allen Donovan Jenkins (KS)
Amodei Duffy Jenkins (WV)
Ashford Duncan (SC) Johnson (OH)
Babin Ellmers (NC) Johnson, Sam
Barletta Emmer (MN) Jolly
Barr Farenthold Jordan
Barton Fincher Joyce
Benishek Fitzpatrick Katko
Bilirakis Fleischmann Kelly (MS)
Bishop (MI) Fleming Kelly (PA)
Bishop (UT) Flores King (IA)
Blackburn Forbes King (NY)
Blum Fortenberry Kinzinger (IL)
Bost Foxx Kline
Boustany Franks (AZ) Knight
Brady (TX) Frelinghuysen Labrador
Brat Garrett LaHood
Bridenstine Gibbs LaMalfa
Brooks (AL) Gibson Lamborn
Brooks (IN) Gohmert Lance
Buchanan Goodlatte Latta
Buck Gosar LoBiondo
Bucshon Gowdy Long
Burgess Graham Loudermilk
Byrne Granger Love
Calvert Graves (GA) Lucas
Carter (GA) Graves (LA) Luetkemeyer
Carter (TX) Graves (MO) Lummis
Chabot Green, Gene MacArthur
Chaffetz Griffith Maloney, Sean
Clawson (FL) Grothman Marchant
Coffman Guinta McCarthy
Cole Guthrie McCaul
Collins (GA) Hanna McClintock
Collins (NY) Hardy McHenry
Comstock Harper McKinley
Conaway Harris McMorris
Cook Hartzler Rodgers
Costello (PA) Heck (NV) McSally
Cramer Hensarling Meadows
Crawford Herrera Beutler Meehan
Crenshaw Hice, Jody B. Messer
Culberson Hill Mica
Curbelo (FL) Holding Miller (FL)
Davidson Hudson Miller (MI)
Davis, Rodney Huelskamp Moolenaar
Denham Huizenga (MI) Mooney (WV)
Dent Hultgren Mullin
DeSantis Hunter Mulvaney
DesJarlais Hurd (TX) Murphy (PA)

Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Perry
Peterson
Pittenger
Pitts
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey
Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)

Adams
Aguilar
Amash
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Foster

Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross

Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott

NAYS—179

Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Grayson
Green, Al
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Massie
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
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Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas

Vela

Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Zinke

Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Veasey
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth
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NOT VOTING—8

Black Hastings Poe (TX)
Crowley Marino Takai
Ellison Pearce

0 1303

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 820 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5538.

Will the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. CoLLINS) kindly resume the chair.

O 1305
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5538) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2017, and for
other purposes, with Mr. COLLINS of
Georgia (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Thursday,
July 14, 2016, a request for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 122 printed in
House Report 114-683, offered by the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO)
had been postponed.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments
printed in House Report 114-683 on
which further proceedings were post-
poned, in the following order:

Amendment No. 98 by Mr. BEYER of
Virginia.

Amendment No. 99 by Mrs. CAPPS of
California.

Amendment No. 100 by Mr. GRIJALVA
of Arizona.

Amendment No. 102 by
LOWENTHAL of California.

Amendment No. 103 by Mr. POCAN of
Wisconsin.

Amendment No. 104 by Mr. PoLis of
Colorado.

Amendment No. 106 by Ms. TSONGAS
of Massachusetts.

Amendment No. 114 by Mr. NORCROSS
of New Jersey.

Amendment No. 122 by Mr. GALLEGO
of Arizona.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the time for any electronic vote in this
series.

AMENDMENT NO. 98 OFFERED BY MR. BEYER

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the

Mr.

gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER)
on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 178, noes 246,
not voting 9, as follows:

[Roll No. 468]

is a 2-
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Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock

July 14, 2016

Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurd (TX)
Hurt (VA)
Issa

Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam
Jolly

Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)

AYES—178
Adams Garamendi Napolitano
Aguilar Graham Neal
Bass Grayson Nolan
Beatty Green, Al Norcross
Becerra, Green, Gene O’Rourke
Bera Grijalva Pallone
Beyer Gutiérrez Pascrell
Blumenauer Hahn Payne
Bonamici Heck (WA) Pelosi
Boyle, Brendan Higgins Perlmutter
F. Himes Peters
Brady (PA) Hinojosa Pingree
Brown (FL) Honda Pocan
Brownley (CA) Hoyer Polis
Bustos ) Huffman Price (NC)
Butterfield Israel B
Quigley
Capps Jackson Lee Rangel
Capuano Jeffries Rice (NY)
Cardenas Johnson (GA) Roybal-Allard
yba. ar
Carney Johnson, E. B. Ruiz
Carson (IN) Kaptur R b
Cartwright Keating Rﬁggem erger
Castor (FL) Kelly (IL) Ryan (OH)
Castro (TX) Kennedy Sénchez. Linda
Chu, Judy Kildee T ’
Cicilline Kilmer Saﬂohez Loretta
Clark (MA) Kind Sarbaneé
Clarke (NY) Kirkpatrick Schakowsk
Clay Kuster Schiff y
Cleaver Langevin
Clyburn Larsen (WA) Schrader
Cohen Larson (CT) Scott (VA>,
Connolly Lawrence Scott, David
Conyers Lee Serrano
Courtney Levin Sewell (AL)
Cummings Lewis Sherman
Curbelo (FL) Lieu, Ted Sires
Dayvis (CA) Lipinski Slaughter
Davis, Danny LoBiondo Sm}th (NJ)
DeFazio Loebsack Smith (WA)
DeGette Lofgren Speier
Delaney Lowenthal Swalwell (CA)
DeLauro Lowey Takano
DelBene Lujan Grisham Thompson (CA)
DeSaulnier (NM) Tpompson (MS)
Deutch Lujan, Ben Ray  Titus
Dingell (NM) Tonko
Doggett Lynch Torres
Doyle, Michael Maloney, Tsongas
F. Carolyn Van Hollen
Duckworth Maloney, Sean Vargas
Edwards Matsui Veasey
Engel McCollum Vela
Eshoo McDermott Velazquez
BEsty McGovern Visclosky
Farr McNerney Wasserman
Fitzpatrick Meeks Schultz
Foster Meng Waters, Maxine
Frankel (FL) Moore Watson Coleman
Fudge Moulton Welch
Gabbard Murphy (FL) Wilson (FL)
Gallego Nadler Yarmuth
NOES—246
Abraham Benishek Brady (TX)
Aderholt Bilirakis Brat
Allen Bishop (GA) Bridenstine
Amash Bishop (MI) Brooks (AL)
Amodei Bishop (UT) Brooks (IN)
Ashford Black Buchanan
Babin Blackburn Buck
Barletta Blum Bucshon
Barr Bost Burgess
Barton Boustany Byrne

Rohrabacher

Conaway Jones Rokita
Cook Jordan Rooney (FL)
Cooper Joyce Ros-Lehtinen
Costa Katko Roskam
Costello (PA) Kelly (MS) ROSS
Cramer Kelly (PA) R

N othfus
Crawford King (IA)

: Rouzer
Crenshaw King (NY) Royce
Cuellar Kinzinger (IL)
Culberson Kline Russell
Davidson Knight Salmon
Davis, Rodney Labrador Sanfprd
Denham LaHood Scahsg
Dent LaMalfa Schweikert
DeSantis Lamborn Scott, Austin
DesJarlais Lance Sensenbrenner
Diaz-Balart Latta Sessions
Dold Long Shimkus
Donovan Loudermilk Shuster
Duffy Love Simpson
Duncan (SC) Lucas Sinema
Duncan (TN) Luetkemeyer Smith (MO)
Ellmers (NC) Lummis Smith (NE)
Emmer (MN) MacArthur Smith (TX)
Farenthold Marchant Stefanik
Fincher Massie Stewart
Fleischmann McCarthy Stivers
Fleming McCaul Stutzman
Flores McClintock Thompson (PA)
Forbes McHenry Thornberry
Fortenberry McKinley Tiberi
Foxx McMorris Tipton
Franks (AZ) Rodgers Trott
Frelinghuysen McSally Turner
Garrett Meadows Upton
Gibbs Meehan Valadao
Gibson Mica Wagner
Gohmert Miller (FL) Walberg
Goodlatte Miller (MI) Walden
Gosar Moolenaar Walker
Gowdy Mooney (WV) Walorski
Granger Mullin Walters, Mimi
Graves (GA) Mulvaney Walz ’
Graves (LA) Murphy (PA) Weber (TX)
Graves (MO) Neugebauer Webster (FL)
Griffith Newhouse
Grothman Noem Wenstrup
Guinta Nugent Westerman
Guthrie Nunes Wes'tn'loreland
Hanna Olson Whitfield
Hardy Palazzo Williams
Harper Palmer Wilson (3C)
Harris Paulsen Wittman
Hartzler Perry Womack
Heck (NV) Peterson Woodall
Hensarling Pittenger Yoder
Herrera Beutler  Pitts Yoho
Hice, Jody B. Poliquin Young (AK)
Hill Pompeo Young (IA)
Holding Posey Young (IN)
Hudson Ratcliffe Zeldin
Huelskamp Reed Zinke

NOT VOTING—9

Crowley Marino Poe (TX)
Ellison Messer Price, Tom
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.
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Mr. GIBBS changed his vote from
ééaye77 to ééno.77

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chair, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 466, “nay” on
rolicall No. 467, and “yea” on rollcall No. 468.
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AMENDMENT NO. 99 OFFERED BY MRS. CAPPS

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
CAPPS) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 172, noes 254,
not voting 7, as follows:

[Roll No. 469]

is a 2-

AYES—172

Adams Gabbard Nolan
Aguilar Gallego Norcross
Bass Garamendi O’Rourke
Beatty Graham Pallone
Becerra Grayson Pascrell
Bera Grijalva Payne
Beyer Gutiérrez Pelosi
Blumenauer Hahn Perlmutter
Bonamici Heck (WA) Peters
Boyle, Brendan Higgins Pingree

F. Hinojosa Pocan
Brady (PA) Honda Polis
Brown (FL) Hoyer Price (NC)
Brownley (CA) Huffman Quigley
Bustos Israel Rangel
Butterfield Jackson Lee Rice (NY)
Capps Jeffries Richmond
Capuano Johnson (GA) Ros-Lehtinen
Cardenas Johnson, E. B. Roybal-Allard
Carney Jones Ruiz
Carson (IN) Kaptur Ruppersberger
Cartwright Keating Rush
Castor (FL) Kelly (IL) Ryan (OH)
Castro (TX) Kennedy Sanchez, Linda
Chu, Judy Kildee T.
Cicilline Kilmer Sanchez, Loretta
Clark (MA) Kind Sanford
Clarke (NY) Kirkpatrick Sarbanes
Clawson (FL) Kuster Schakowsky
Clay Langevin Schiff
Cleaver Larsen (WA) Schrader
Clyburn Larson (CT) Scott (VA)
Cohen Lawrence Scott, David
Connolly Lee Serrano
Conyers Levin Sewell (AL)
Courtney Lewis Sherman
Crowley Lieu, Ted Sires
Cummings Lipinski Slaughter
Davis (CA) Loebsack Smith (WA)
Davis, Danny Lofgren Speier
DeFazio Lowenthal Swalwell (CA)
DeGette Lowey Takano
Delaney Lynch Thompson (CA)
DeLauro Maloney, Thompson (MS)
DelBene Carolyn Titus
DeSaulnier Maloney, Sean Tonko
Deutch Matsui Tsongas
Dingell McCollum Van Hollen
Doggett McDermott Vargas
Doyle, Michael McGovern Velazquez

F. McNerney Visclosky
Duckworth Meeks Walz
Edwards Meng Wasserman
Engel Moore Schultz
Eshoo Moulton Waters, Maxine
Esty Murphy (FL) Watson Coleman
Farr Nadler Welch
Foster Napolitano Wilson (FL)
Fudge Neal Yarmuth

NOES—254

Abraham Barr Blackburn
Aderholt Barton Blum
Allen Benishek Bost
Amash Bilirakis Boustany
Amodei Bishop (GA) Brady (TX)
Ashford Bishop (MI) Brat
Babin Bishop (UT) Bridenstine
Barletta Black Brooks (AL)

Brooks (IN) Hill Poliquin
Buchanan Himes Pompeo
Buck Holding Posey
Bucshon Hudson Price, Tom
Burgess Huelskamp Ratcliffe
Byrne Huizenga (MI) Reed
Calvert Hultgren Reichert
Carter (GA) Hunter Renacci
Carter (TX) Hurd (TX) Ribble
Chabot Hurt (VA) Rice (SC)
Chaffetz Issa Rigell
Coffman Jenkins (KS) Roby
Cole Jenkins (WV) Roe (TN)

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)

Johnson (OH)
Johnson, Sam

Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)

Comstock Jolly Rohrabacher
Conaway Jordan RoKita
Cook Joyce Rooney (FL)
Cooper Katko Roskam
Costa Kelly (MS) RoSS
Costello (PA) Kglly (PA) Rothfus
Cramer K}ng (IA) Rouzer
Crawford K}ngA (NY) Royce
Crenshaw Klpzmger (IL) Russell
Cuellar Kline Salmon
Culberson Knight Scalise
Curbelo (FL) Labrador :
Davidson LaHood ggg&elﬁzzm
Davis, Rodney LaMalfa Sense,nbrenner
Denham Lamborn :
Dent Lance S;ﬁfﬁ{nuss
DeSantis Latta Shuster
DesJarlais LoBiondo Simpson
Diaz-Balart Long Sinema
Dold Loudermilk Smith (MO)
Donovan Love Smith (NE)
Duffy Lucas Smith (NJ)
Duncan (SC) Luetkemeyer Smith (TX)
Duncan (TN) Lujan Grisham Stefanik
Ellmers (NC) (NM) Stowart
Emmer (MN) Lujan, Ben Ray N
Farenthold (NM) Stivers
Fincher Lummis Stutzman
Fitzpatrick MacArthur Thompson (PA)
Fleischmann Marchant Thornberry
Fleming Massie T}berl
Flores McCarthy Tipton
Forbes McCaul Torres
Fortenberry McClintock Trott
Foxx McHenry Turner
Franks (AZ) McKinley Upton
Frelinghuysen McMorris Valadao
Garrett Rodgers Veasey
Gibbs McSally Vela
Gibson Meadows Wagner
Gohmert Meehan Walberg
Goodlatte Messer Walden
Gosar Mica Walker
Gowdy Miller (FL) Walorski
Granger Miller (MI) Walters, Mimi
Graves (GA) Moolenaar Weber (TX)
Graves (LA) Mooney (WV) Webster (FL)
Graves (MO) Mullin Wenstrup
Green, Al Mulvaney Westerman
Green, Gene Murphy (PA) Westmoreland
Griffith Neugebauer Whitfield
Grothman Newhouse Williams
Guinta Noem Wilson (S0C)
Guthrie Nugent Wittman
Hanna Nunes Womack
Hardy Olson Woodall
Harper Palazzo Yoder
Harris Palmer Yoho
Hartzler Paulsen Young (AK)
Heck (NV) Perry Young (IA)
Hensarling Peterson Young (IN)
Herrera Beutler Pittenger Zeldin
Hice, Jody B. Pitts Zinke

NOT VOTING—T7
Ellison Marino Takai
Frankel (FL) Pearce
Hastings Poe (TX)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1313

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
AMENDMENT NO. 100 OFFERED BY MR. GRIJALVA

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GRI-
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JALVA) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The

Clerk will
amendment.

redesignate

the

The Clerk redesignated the amend-

ment.

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.
A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

is a 2-

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 194, noes 233,
not voting 6, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Dent
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Fitzpatrick
Foster
Frankel (FL)

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Babin

[Roll No. 470]

AYES—19%4

Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanna
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)

NOES—233

Barletta
Barr
Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)

Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Poliquin
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Reichert
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Upton
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth

Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

Bost
Boustany



H4968

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Clerk redesignated the amend-

ment.
RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 192, noes 233,
not voting 8, as follows:

is a 2-
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Brady (TX) Hice, Jody B. Pompeo
Brat Hill Posey
Bridenstine Holding Price, Tom
Brooks (AL) Hudson Ratcliffe
Brooks (IN) Huelskamp Reed
Buck Huizenga (MI) Renacci
Bucshon Hultgren Ribble
Burgess Hunter Rice (SC)
Byrne Hurd (TX) Rigell
Calvert Hurt (VA) Roby
Carter (GA) Issa Roe (TN)
Carter (TX) Jenkins (KS) Rogers (AL)
Chabot, Jenkins (WV) Rogers (KY)
Chaffetz Johnson (OH) Rohrabacher
Clawson (FL) Johnson, Sam Rokita
Coffman Jolly Rooney (FL)
Cole Jordan Ros-Lehtinen
Collins (GA) Joyce Roskam
Collins (NY) Kelly (MS) Ross
Comstock Kelly (PA) Rothfus
Conaway King (IA) Rouzer
Cook King (NY) Royce
Cramer Kinzinger (IL) Russell
Crawford Kline Salmon
Crenshaw Knight Sanford
Culberson Labrador Scalise
Curbelo (FL) LaHood Schweikert
Davidson LaMalfa Scott, Austin
Davis, Rodney Lamborn Sensenbrenner
Denham Lance Sessions
DeSantis Latta Shimkus
DesdJarlais LoBiondo Shuster
Diaz-Balart Long Simpson
Dold Loudermilk Smith (MO)
Donovan Love Smith (NE)
Duffy Lucas Smith (NJ)
Duncan (SC) Luetkemeyer Smith (TX)
Duncan (TN) Lummis Stefanik
Ellmers (NC) MacArthur Stewart
Emmer (MN) Marchant Stivers
Farenthold Massie Stutzman
Fincher McCarthy Thompson (PA)
Fleischmann McCaul Thornberry
Fleming MecClintock Tiberi
Flores McHenry Tipton
Forbes McKinley Trott
Fortenberry McMorris Turner
Foxx Rodgers Valadao
Franks (AZ) McSally Wagner
Frelinghuysen Meadows Walberg
Garrett Messer Walden
Gibbs Mica Walker
Gibson Miller (FL) Walorski
Gohmert Miller (MI) Walters, Mimi
Goodlatte Moolenaar Weber (TX)
Gosar Mooney (WV) Webster (FL)
Gowdy Mullin Wenstrup
Granger Mulvaney Westerman
Graves (GA) Murphy (PA) Westmoreland
Graves (LA) Neugebauer Whitfield
Graves (MO) Newhouse Williams
Griffith Noem Wilson (SC)
Grothman Nugent Wittman
Guinta Nunes Womack
Guthrie Olson Woodall
Hardy Palazzo Yoder
Harper Palmer Yoho
Harris Paulsen Young (AK)
Hartzler Perry Young (IA)
Heck (NV) Peterson Young (IN)
Hensarling Pittenger Zeldin
Herrera Beutler Pitts Zinke

NOT VOTING—6
Ellison Marino Poe (TX)
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0O 1317

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 102 OFFERED BY MR.
LOWENTHAL

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from California (Mr.
LOWENTHAL) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the noes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

the

[Roll No. 471]

AYES—192
Adams Gallego Neal
Aguilar Garamendi Nolan
Ashford Gibson Norcross
Bass Graham O’Rourke
Beatty Grayson Pallone
Becerra Green, Al Pascrell
Bera Green, Gene Payne
Beyer Grija‘lva Pelosi
Ronamici . Hamn Perlmutter
Boyle, Brendan Hanna gfgeie
F. Heck (WA) Poos
o ocan
Brady (PA) Higgins A
N Polis
Brown (FL) Himes .
Brownley (CA)  Hinojosa Price (NC)
Bustos Honda Quigley
Butterfield Hoyer Rangel
Capps Huffman R'elchert
Capuano Israel Rice (NY)
Cardenas Jackson Lee Richmond
Carney Jeffries Ros-Lehtinen
Carson (IN) Johnson (GA) Roybal-Allard
Cartwright Johnson, E. B. Ruiz
Castor (FL) Jolly Ruppersberger
Castro (TX) Kaptur Rush
Chu, Judy Keating Ryan (OH)
Cicilline Kelly (IL) Sanchez, Linda
Clark (MA) Kennedy T.
Clarke (NY) Kildee Sanchez, Loretta
Clay Kilmer Sarbanes
Cleaver Kind Schakowsky
Clyburn Kirkpatrick Schiff
Cohen Kuster Schrader
Connolly Langevin Scott (VA)
Conyers Larsen (WA) Scott, David
Cooper Larson (CT) Serrano
Costa Lawrence Sewell (AL)
Costello (PA) Lee Sherman
Courtney Levin Sinema
Crowley Lewis Sires
Cummings L}el}, Te:d Slaughter
Curbelo (FL) Lipinski Smith (WA)
Davis (CA) Loebsack Speier
Davis, Danny Lofgren Stefanik
DeFazio Lowenthal Swalwell (CA)
DeGette Lowey Takano
Delaney Lujan Grisham Thom
pson (CA)
DeLauro <NM) Thompson (MS)
DelBene Lujan, Ben Ray Titus
DeSaulnier (NM)
Deutch Lynch Tonko
Dingell Maloney, Torres
Doggett Carolyn Tsongas
Dold Maloney, Sean Van Hollen
Doyle, Michael Matsui Vargas
F. McCollum Veasey
Duckworth McDermott Vela
Edwards McGovern Velazquez
Engel McNerney Visclosky
Eshoo Meehan Walz
Esty Meeks Wasserman
Farr Meng Schultz
Fitzpatrick Moore Waters, Maxine
Foster Moulton Watson Coleman
Frankel (FL) Murphy (FL) Welch
Fudge Nadler Wilson (FL)
Gabbard Napolitano Yarmuth
NOES—233
Abraham Bishop (UT) Bucshon
Aderholt Black Burgess
Allen Blackburn Byrne
Amash Blum Calvert
Amodei Bost Carter (GA)
Babin Boustany Carter (TX)
Barletta Brat Chabot
Barr Bridenstine Chaffetz
Barton Brooks (AL) Clawson (FL)
Benishek Brooks (IN) Coffman
Bishop (GA) Buchanan Cole
Bishop (MI) Buck Collins (GA)

Collins (NY) Johnson (OH) Renacci
Comstock Johnson, Sam Ribble
Conaway Jones Rice (SC)
Cook Jordan Rigell
Cramer Joyce Roby
Crawford Katko Roe (TN)
Crenshaw Kelly (MS) Rogers (AL)
Cuellar Kelly (PA) Rogers (KY)
Culberson King (IA) Rohrabacher
Davidson King (NY) Rokita
Davis, Rodney Kinzinger (IL) Rooney (FL)
Denham Kline Roskam
Dent Knight Ross
DeSantis Labrador Rothfus
DesdJarlais LaHood Rouzer
Diaz-Balart LaMalfa Royce
Donovan Lamborn Russell
Duffy Lance Salmon
Duncan (SC) Latta Sanford
Duncan (TN) LoBiondo Scalise
Ellmers (NC) Long Schweikert
Emmer (MN) Loudermilk Scott, Austin
Farenthold Love Sensenbrenner
Fincher Lucas Sessions
Fleischmann Luetkemeyer Shimkus
Fleming Lummis Shuster
Flores MacArthur Simpson
Forbes Marchant Smith (MO)
Fortenberry Massie Smith (NE)
Foxx McCarthy Smith (NJ)
Franks (AZ) McCaul Smith (TX)
Frelinghuysen MecClintock Stewart
Garrett McHenry Stivers
Gibbs McKinley Stutzman
Gohmert McMorris Thompson (PA)
Goodlatte Rodgers Thornberry
Gosar McSally Tiberi
Gowdy Meadows Tipton
Granger Messer Trott
Graves (GA) Mica Turner
Graves (LA) Miller (FL) Upton
Graves (MO) Miller (MI) Valadao
Griffith Moolenaar Wagner
Grothman Mooney (WV) Walberg
Guinta Mullin Walden
Guthrie Mulvaney Walker
Hardy Murphy (PA) Walorski
Harper Neugebauer Walters, Mimi
Harris Newhouse Weber (TX)
Hartzler Noem Webster (FL)
Heck (NV) Nugent Wenstrup
Hensarling Nunes Westerman
Herrera Beutler Olson Westmoreland
Hice, Jody B. Palazzo Whitfield
Hill Palmer Williams
Holding Paulsen Wilson (SC)
Hudson Perry Wittman
Huelskamp Peterson Womack
Huizenga (MI) Pittenger Woodall
Hultgren Pitts Yoder
Hunter Poliquin Yoho
Hurd (TX) Pompeo Young (AK)
Hurt (VA) Posey Young (IA)
Issa Price, Tom Young (IN)
Jenkins (KS) Ratcliffe Zeldin
Jenkins (WV) Reed Zinke

NOT VOTING—38
Bilirakis Hastings Poe (TX)
Brady (TX) Marino Takai
Ellison Pearce

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1320

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 103 OFFERED BY MR. POCAN

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN)
on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the
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RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 191, noes 236,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 472]

is a 2-

AYES—191

Adams Gabbard Napolitano
Aguilar Gallego Neal
Ashford Garamendi Nolan
Bass Gibson Norcross
Beatty Graham O’Rourke
Becerra, Grayson Pallone
Bera Green, Al Pascrell
Beyer Green, Gene Payne
Blumenauer Grijalva Pelosi
Bonamici Gutiérrez Perlmutter
Boyle, Brendan Hahn Peters

F. Heck (WA) Pingree
Brady (PA) Higgins Pocan
Brown (FL) Himes Polis
Brownley (CA) Hinojosa Price (NC)
Bustos Honda Quigley
Butterfield Hoyer Rangel
Capps Huffman Reichert
Capuano Israel Rice (NY)
Cardenas Jackson Lee Richmond
Carney Jeffries Ros-Lehtinen
Carson (IN) Johnson (GA) Roybal-Allard
Cartwright Johnson, E. B. Ruiz
Castor (FL) Jolly Ruppersberger
Castro (TX) Kaptur Rush
Chu, Judy Keating Ryan (OH)
Cicilline Kelly (IL) Sanchez, Linda
Clark (MA) Kennedy .
Clarke (NY) Kildee Sanchez, Loretta
Clay Kilmer Sarbanes
Cleaver Kind Schakowsky
Clyburn Kirkpatrick Schiff
Cohen Kuster Schrader
Connolly Langevin Scott (VA)
Conyers Larsen (WA) Scott, David
Cooper Larson (CT) Serrano
Costa Lawrence Sewell (AL)
Costello (PA) Lee Sherman
Courtney Levin Sinema
Crowley Lewis Sires
Cummings Lieu, Ted Slaughter
Curbelo (FL) Lipinski Smith (WA)
Davis (CA) Loebsack Speier
Davis, Danny Lofgren Stefanik
DeFazio Lowenthal Swalwell (CA)
DeGette Lowey Takano
Delaney Lujan Grisham Thompson (CA)
DeLauro (NM) Thompson (MS)
DelBene Lujan, Ben Ray  Titus
DeSaulnier (NM) Tonko
Deutch Lynch Torres
Dingell Maloney, Tsongas
Doggett Carolyn Van Hollen
Dold Maloney, Sean Vargas
Doyle, Michael Matsui Veasey

F. McCollum Vela
Duckworth McDermott Velazquez
Edwards McGovern Visclosky
Engel McNerney Walz
Eshoo Meehan Wasserman
Esty Meeks Schultz
Farr Meng Waters, Maxine
Fitzpatrick Moore Watson Coleman
Foster Moulton Welch
Frankel (FL) Murphy (FL) Wilson (FL)
Fudge Nadler Yarmuth

NOES—236

Abraham Blum Chabot
Aderholt Bost Chaffetz
Allen Boustany Clawson (FL)
Amash Brady (TX) Coffman
Amodei Brat Cole
Babin Bridenstine Collins (GA)
Barletta Brooks (AL) Collins (NY)
Barr Brooks (IN) Comstock
Barton Buchanan Conaway
Benishek Buck Cook
Bilirakis Bucshon Cramer
Bishop (GA) Burgess Crawford
Bishop (MI) Byrne Crenshaw
Bishop (UT) Calvert Cuellar
Black Carter (GA) Culberson
Blackburn Carter (TX) Davidson
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Davis, Rodney Kelly (MS) Rigell
Denham Kelly (PA) Roby
Dent King (IA) Roe (TN)
DeSantis King (NY) Rogers (AL)
DesJarlais Kinzinger (IL) Rogers (KY)
Diaz-Balart Kline Rohrabacher
Donovan Knight Rokita
Duffy Labrador Rooney (FL)
Duncan (SC) LaHood Roskam
Duncan (TN) LaMalfa Ross
Ellmers (NC) Lamborn Rothfus
Emmer (MN) Lance Rouzer
Farenthold Latta Royce
Fincher LoBiondo Russell
Fleischmann Long Salmon
Fleming Loudermilk Sanford
Flores Love Scalise
Forbes Lucas Schweikert
Fortenberry Luetkemeyer Scott, Austin
Foxx Lummis Sensenbrenner
Franks (AZ) MacArthur Sessions
Frelinghuysen Marchant Shimkus
Garrett Massie Shuster
Gibbs McCarthy Simpson
Gohmert McCaul Smith (MO)
Goodlatte McClintock Smith (NE)
Gosar McHenry Smith (NJ)
Gowdy McKinley Smith (TX)
Granger McMorris Stewart
Graves (GA) Rodgers Stivers
Graves (LA) McSally Stutzman
Graves (MO) Meadows Thompson (PA)
Griffith Messer Thornberry
Grothman Mica Tiberi
Guinta Miller (FL) Tipton
Guthrie Miller (MI) Trott
Hanna Moolenaar Turner
Hardy Mooney (WV) Upton
Harper Mullin Valadao
Harris Mulvaney Wagner
Hartzler Murphy (PA) Walberg
Heck (NV) Neugebauer Walden
Hensarling Newhouse Walker
Herrera Beutler  Noem Walorski
Hice, Jody B. Nugent Walters, Mimi
Hill Nunes Weber (TX)
Holding Olson Webster (FL)
Hudson Palazzo Wenstrup
Huelskamp Palmer Westerman
Huizenga (MI) Paulsen Westmoreland
Hultgren Perry Whitfield
Hunter Peterson Williams
Hurd (TX) Pittenger Wilson (SC)
Hurt (VA) Pitts Wittman
Issa Poliquin Womack
Jenkins (KS) Pompeo Woodall
Jenkins (WV) Posey Yoder
Johnson (OH) Price, Tom Yoho
Johnson, Sam Ratcliffe Young (AK)
Jones Reed Young (IA)
Jordan Renacci Young (IN)
Joyce Ribble Zeldin
Katko Rice (SC) Zinke

NOT VOTING—6
Ellison Marino Poe (TX)
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1323

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Chair, on rolicall No. 472,
| mistakenly voted against the Pocan of Wis-
consin Amendment No. 103 to H.R. 5538, the
Department of the Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”

AMENDMENT NO. 104 OFFERED BY MR. POLIS

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS)
on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

redesignate the

H4969

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 188, noes 239,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 473]

is a 2-

AYES—188

Adams Fudge Nadler
Aguilar Gabbard Napolitano
Ashford Gallego Neal
Bass Garamendi Nolan
Beatty Graham Norcross
Becerra Grayson O’Rourke
Bera Green, Al Pallone
Beyer Green, Gene Pascrell
Blumenauer Grijalva Payne
Bonamici Gutiérrez Pelosi
Boyle, Brendan Hahn Perlmutter

F. Heck (WA) Peters
Brady (PA) Higgins Pingree
Brown (FL) Himes Pocan
Brownley (CA) Hinojosa Polis
Bustos Honda Price (NC)
Butterfield Hoyer Quigley
Capps Huffman Rangel
Capuano Israel Rice (NY)
Cardenas Jackson Lee Richmond
Carney Jeffries Roybal-Allard
Carson (IN) Johnson (GA) Ruiz
Cartwright Johnson, E. B. Ruppersberger
Castor (FL) Kaptur Rush
Castro (TX) Katko Ryan (OH)
Chu, Judy Keating Sanchez, Linda
Cicilline Kelly (IL) T.
Clark (MA) Kennedy Sanchez, Loretta
Clarke (NY) Kildee Sarbanes
Clay Kilmer Schakowsky
Cleaver Kind Schiff
Clyburn Kirkpatrick Schrader
Cohen Kuster Scott (VA)
Connolly Langevin Scott, David
Conyers Larsen (WA) Serrano
Cooper Larson (CT) Sewell (AL)
Costa Lawrence Sherman
Costello (PA) Lee Sinema
Courtney Levin Sires
Crowley Lewis Slaughter
Cuellar Lieu, Ted Smith (WA)
Cummings Lipinski Speier
Davis (CA) Loebsack Swalwell (CA)
Davis, Danny Lofgren Takano
DeFazio Lowenthal Thompson (CA)
DeGette Lowey Thompson (MS)
Delaney Lujan Grisham Titus
DeLauro (NM) Tonko
DelBene Lujan, Ben Ray Torres
DeSaulnier (NM) Tsongas
Deutch Lynch Van Hollen
Dingell Maloney, Vargas
Doggett Carolyn Veasey
Dold Maloney, Sean Vela
Doyle, Michael Matsui Velazquez

F. McCollum Visclosky
Duckworth McDermott Walz
Edwards McGovern Wasserman
Engel McNerney Schultz
Eshoo Meehan Waters, Maxine
Esty Meeks Watson Coleman
Farr Meng Welch
Fitzpatrick Moore Wilson (FL)
Foster Moulton Yarmuth
Frankel (FL) Murphy (FL) Zinke

NOES—239

Abraham Black Byrne
Aderholt Blackburn Calvert
Allen Blum Carter (GA)
Amash Bost Carter (TX)
Amodei Boustany Chabot
Babin Brady (TX) Chaffetz
Barletta Brat Clawson (FL)
Barr Bridenstine Coffman
Barton Brooks (AL) Cole
Benishek Brooks (IN) Collins (GA)
Bilirakis Buchanan Collins (NY)
Bishop (GA) Buck Comstock
Bishop (MI) Bucshon Conaway
Bishop (UT) Burgess Cook
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Cramer Jolly Ribble
Crawford Jones Rice (SC)
Crenshaw Jordan Rigell
Culberson Joyce Roby
Curbelo (FL) Kelly (MS) Roe (TN)
Davidson Kelly (PA) Rogers (AL)
Davis, Rodney King (IA) Rogers (KY)
Denham King (NY) Rohrabacher
Dent Kinzinger (IL) Rokita
DeSantis Kline Rooney (FL)
DesJarlais Knight Ros-Lehtinen
Diaz-Balart Labrador Roskam
Donovan LaHood Ross
Duffy LaMalfa Rothfus
Duncan (SC) Lamborn Rouzer
Duncan (TN) Lance Royce
Ellmers (NC) Latta Russell
Emmer (MN) LoBiondo Salmon
Farenthold Long Sanford
Fincher Loudermilk Scalise
Fleischmann Love Schweikert
Fleming Lucas Scott, Austin
Flores Luetkemeyer Sensenbrenner
Forbes Lummis Sessions
Fortenberry MacArthur Shimkus
Foxx Marchant Shuster
Franks (AZ) Massie Simpson
Frelinghuysen McCarthy Smith (MO)
Garrett McCaul Smith (NE)
Gibbs MecClintock Smith (NJ)
Gibson McHenry Smith (TX)
Gohmert McKinley Stefanik
Goodlatte McMorris Stewart
Gosar Rodgers Stivers
Gowdy McSally Stutzman
Granger Meadows Thompson (PA)
Graves (GA) Messer Thornberry
Graves (LA) Mica Tiberi
Graves (MO) Miller (FL) Tipton
Griffith Miller (MI) Trott
Grothman Moolenaar Turner
Guinta Mooney (WV) Upton
Guthrie Mullin Valadao
Hanna Mulvaney Wagner
Hardy Murphy (PA) Walberg
Harper Neugebauer Walden
Harris Newhouse Walker
Hartzler Noem Walorski
Heck (NV) Nugent Walters, Mimi
Hensarling Nunes Weber (TX)
Herrera Beutler Olson Webster (FL)
Hice, Jody B. Palazzo Wenstrup
Hill Palmer Westerman
Holding Paulsen Westmoreland
Hudson Perry Whitfield
Huelskamp Peterson Williams
Huizenga (MI) Pittenger Wilson (SC)
Hultgren Pitts Wittman
Hunter Poliquin Womack
Hurd (TX) Pompeo Woodall
Hurt (VA) Posey Yoder
Issa Price, Tom Yoho
Jenkins (KS) Ratcliffe Young (AK)
Jenkins (WV) Reed Young (IA)
Johnson (OH) Reichert Young (IN)
Johnson, Sam Renacci Zeldin

NOT VOTING—6
Ellison Marino Poe (TX)
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0O 1327

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 106 OFFERED BY MS. TSONGAS

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms.
TSONGAS) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE
The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 184, noes 241,
not voting 8, as follows:

is a 2-

[Roll No. 474]

AYES—184

Adams Gallego Nadler
Aguilar Garamendi Napolitano
Bass Graham Neal
Beatty Grayson Nolan
Becerra Green, Al Norcross
Bera Green, Gene O’'Rourke
Beyer Grijalva Pallone
Blumenauer Gutiérrez Pascrell
Bonamici Hahn Payne
Boyle, Brendan Hanna Pelosi

F. H?Ck, (WA) Perlmutter
Brady (PA) H}gglns Peters
Brown (FL) H}mels Pingree
Brownley (CA) Hinojosa Pocan
Buchanan Honda Polis
Bustos ) Hoyer Price (NC)
Butterfield Huffman Quigley
Capps Israel Rangel
Capuano Jackson Lee Rice (NY)
Cardenas Jeffries Richmond
Carney Johnson (GA) Roybal-Allard
Carson (IN) Johnson, E. B. Ruiz
Cartwright Jones
Castor (FL) Kaptur guppersberger

X ush

Castro (TX) Keating Ryan (OH)
Chu, Judy Kelly (IL) S4 .

P anchez, Linda
Cicilline Kennedy T
Clark (MA) Kildee Saﬂohez Loretta
Clarke (NY) Kilmer Sanford ’
Clay Kind Sarbanes
Cleaver Kirkpatrick Schakowsk
Clyburn Kuster Schiff ¥
Cohen Langevin chl
Connolly Larsen (WA) Scott (VA>,
Conyers Larson (CT) zggﬁiiwDa‘Vld

T Lawren

Soup? e S
Costello (PA) Levin Sherman
Courtney Lewis Sinema
Crowley Lieu, Ted Sires
Cummings Lipinski Slapghter
Davis (CA) Loebsack Smith (WA)
Davis, Danny Lofgren Speier
DeGette Lowenthal Swalwell (CA)
Delaney Lowey Takano
DeLauro Lujan Grisham Thompson (CA)
DelBene (NM) Thompson (MS)
DeSaulnier Lujan, Ben Ray ~ Titus
Deutch (NM) Tonko
Dingell Lynch Torres
Doggett Maloney, Tsongas
Dold Carolyn Van Hollen
Doyle, Michael Maloney, Sean Vargas

F. Matsui Vela
Duckworth McCollum Velazquez
Edwards McDermott Visclosky
Eshoo McGovern Walz
Esty McNerney Wasserman
Farr Meehan Schultz
Fitzpatrick Meeks Waters, Maxine
Foster Meng Watson Coleman
Frankel (FL) Moore Welch
Fudge Moulton Wilson (FL)
Gabbard Murphy (FL) Yarmuth

NOES—241

Abraham Bridenstine Crenshaw
Aderholt Brooks (AL) Cuellar
Allen Brooks (IN) Culberson
Amash Buck Curbelo (FL)
Amodei Bucshon Davidson
Ashford Burgess Davis, Rodney
Babin Byrne Denham
Barletta Calvert Dent
Barr Carter (GA) DeSantis
Barton Carter (TX) DesdJarlais
Benishek Chabot Diaz-Balart
Bilirakis Chaffetz Donovan
Bishop (GA) Clawson (FL) Duffy
Bishop (MI) Coffman Duncan (SC)
Bishop (UT) Cole Duncan (TN)

Black

Collins (GA)

Ellmers (NC)

Blackburn Collins (NY) Emmer (MN)
Blum Comstock Engel

Bost Conaway Farenthold
Boustany Cook Fincher
Brady (TX) Cramer Fleischmann
Brat Crawford Fleming

July 14, 2016

Flores Latta Rooney (FL)
Forbes LoBiondo Ros-Lehtinen
Fortenberry Long Roskam
Foxx Loudermilk Ross
Franks (AZ) Love Rothfus
Frelinghuysen Lucas Rouzer
Garrett Luetkemeyer Royce
Gibbs Lummis Russell
Gibson MacArthur Salmon
Gohmert Marchant Scalise
Goodlatte Massie Schrader
Gosar McCarthy Schweikert
Gowdy McCaul Scott, Austin
Granger MecClintock
Graves (GA) McHenry gggsiilllbsrenner
Graves (LA) McKinley Shimkus
Graves (MO) McMorris Shuster
Griffith Rodgers Simpson
Grothman McSally Smith (MO)
Guinta Meadows Smith (NE)
Guthrie Messer Smith (NJ)
Hardy Mica Smith (TX
Harper Miller (FL) ih (%0
Harris Miller (MI) Stewart
Hartzler Moolenaar Stivers
Heck (NV) Mooney (WV) Stutzman
Hensarling Mullin Thompson (PA)
Herrera Beutler Mulvaney D "
Hice, Jody B. Murphy (PA) Thornberry
Hill Neugebauer T}bem
Holding Newhouse Tipton
Hudson Noem Trott
Huelskamp Nugent Turner
Huizenga (MI) Nunes Upton
Hultgren Olson Valadao
Hunter Palazzo Wagner
Hurd (TX) Palmer Walberg
Hurt (VA) Paulsen Walden
Issa Perry Walker
Jenkins (KS) Peterson Walorski .
Jenkins (WV) Pittenger Walters, Mimi
Johnson (OH) Pitts Weber (TX)
Johnson, Sam Poliquin Webster (FL)
Jolly Pompeo Wenstrup
Jordan Posey Westerman
Joyce Price, Tom Westmoreland
Katko Ratcliffe Whitfield
Kelly (MS) Reed Williams
Kelly (PA) Reichert Wilson (SC)
King (IA) Renacci Wittman
King (NY) Ribble Womack
Kinzinger (IL) Rice (SC) Woodall
Kline Rigell Yoder
Knight Roby Yoho
Labrador Roe (TN) Young (AK)
LaHood Rogers (AL) Young (IA)
LaMalfa Rogers (KY) Young (IN)
Lamborn Rohrabacher Zeldin
Lance Rokita Zinke

NOT VOTING—38
DeFazio Marino Takai
Ellison Pearce Veasey
Hastings Poe (TX)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining on this
vote.

0 1330

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
AMENDMENT NO. 114 OFFERED BY MR. NORCROSS

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. NOR-
CROSS) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE
The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.
A recorded vote was ordered.
The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

is a 2-
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The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 195, noes 232,
not voting 6, as follows:

Adams

Aguilar

Ashford

Bass

Beatty

Becerra

Bera

Beyer

Bishop (GA)

Bonamici

Bost

Boyle, Brendan
F

Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F.
Duckworth
Edwards
Engel
Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Fitzpatrick
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garrett

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Babin
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (MI)
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum
Blumenauer
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)

[Roll No. 475]

AYES—195

Gibson
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McKinley
McNerney
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Moolenaar
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano

NOES—232

Brooks (IN)
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Cook
Cooper
Costa
Cramer

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Neal

Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne

Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Poliquin
Polis

Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel

Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush

Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda

Sanchez, Loretta

Sarbanes

Schakowsky

Schiff

Schrader

Scott (VA)

Scott, David

Serrano

Sewell (AL)

Sherman

Sinema

Sires

Slaughter

Smith (NJ)

Smith (WA)

Speier

Stefanik

Swalwell (CA)

Takano

Thompson (CA)

Thompson (MS)

Titus

Tonko

Torres

Tsongas

Van Hollen

Vargas

Veasey

Vela

Velazquez

Visclosky

Walz

Wasserman
Schultz

Waters, Maxine

Watson Coleman

Welch

Wilson (FL)

Yarmuth

Zinke

Crawford
Crenshaw
Culberson
Curbelo (FL)
Davidson
Dayvis, Rodney
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dold
Donovan
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Ellmers (NC)
Emmer (MN)
Farenthold
Fincher
Fleischmann
Fleming

Flores LaMalfa Rooney (FL)
Forbes Lamborn Ros-Lehtinen
Fortenberry Latta Roskam
Foxx Long Ross
Franks (AZ) Loudermilk Rothfus
Frelinghuysen Love Rouzer
Gibbs Lucas Royce
Gohmert Luetkemeyer Russell
Goodlatte Lummis Salmon
Gosar Marchant Sanford
Gowdy Massie Scalise
Granger McCarthy Schweikert
Graves (GA) McCaul Scott, Austin
Graves (LA) McClintock N N
Graves (MO) McHenry 2:2:;1;21 enner
Griffith McMorris Shimkus
Grijalva Rodgers Shuster
Grothman McSally Simpson
Guinta Meadows Smith (MO)
Guthrie Messer Smith (NE)
Hanna Mica Smith (TX)
Hardy Miller (FL) Stewart
Harper Miller (MI) Stivers
Harris Mooney (WV)
Hartzler Mullin Stutzman
Heck (NV) Mulvaney Thompson (PA)
Hensarling Murphy (PA) Thornberry
Herrera Beutler Neugebauer T}berl
Hice, Jody B. Newhouse Tipton
Hill Noem Trott
Holding Nugent Turner
Hudson Nunes Upton
Huelskamp Olson Valadao
Huizenga (MI) Palazzo Wagner
Hultgren Palmer Walberg
Hunter Paulsen Walden
Hurd (TX) Perry Walker .
Hurt (VA) Peterson Walorski
Issa Pittenger Walters, Mimi
Jenkins (KS) Pitts Weber (TX)
Jenkins (WV) Pompeo Webster (FL)
Johnson (OH) Posey Wenstrup
Johnson, Sam Price, Tom Westerman
Jolly Ratcliffe Westmoreland
Jordan Reed Whitfield
Joyce Reichert Williams
Katko Renacci Wilson (SC)
Kelly (MS) Ribble Wittman
Kelly (PA) Rice (SC) Womack
King (IA) Rigell Woodall
King (NY) Roby Yoder
Kinzinger (IL) Roe (TN) Yoho
Kline Rogers (AL) Young (AK)
Knight Rogers (KY) Young (IA)
Labrador Rohrabacher Young (IN)
LaHood Rokita Zeldin

NOT VOTING—6
Ellison Marino Poe (TX)
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1335

Messrs. CONNOLLY, POLIQUIN, and
ENGEL changed their vote from ‘‘no”’
to “‘aye.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 122 OFFERED BY MR. GALLEGO

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on the amendment offered by the
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO)
on which further proceedings were
postponed and on which the ayes pre-
vailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This is a 2-
minute vote.

H4971

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 213, noes 214,
not voting 6, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (MI)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F

Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Dent
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Edwards
Engel

Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fitzpatrick
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego

Abraham
Aderholt
Allen
Amash
Amodei
Ashford
Babin
Barletta
Barr
Barton
Benishek
Bilirakis
Bishop (UT)
Black
Blackburn
Blum

[Roll No. 476]

AYES—213

Garamendi
Gibson
Graham
Graves (LA)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanna
Hardy
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jolly
Jones
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Kuster
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano

NOES—214

Bost
Boustany
Brady (TX)
Brat
Bridenstine
Brooks (AL)
Brooks (IN)
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess
Byrne
Calvert
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz

Neal
Neugebauer
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Rohrabacher
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sanford
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Trott
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Whitfield
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth
Yoder

Clawson (FL)
Coffman
Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comstock
Conaway
Cook
Cramer
Crawford
Cuellar
Culberson
Davidson
Denham
DeSantis
DesJarlais
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Diaz-Balart Labrador Roe (TN)
Dold LaHood Rogers (AL)
Donovan LaMalfa Rogers (KY)
Duffy Lamborn Rokita
Duncan (SC) Latta Rooney (FL)
Duncan (TN) Long Ross
Ellmers (NC) Loudermilk Rothfus
Emmer (MN) Love Rouzer
Farenthold Lucas Royce
Fincher Luetkemeyer Russell
Fleischmann Lummis Salmon
Fleming MacArthur Scalise
Flores Marchant Schweikert
Forbes Massie Austin
Franks (AZ) McCarthy Soott, Austin
Frelinghuysen McCaul Sessions
Garrett MecClintock Shimkus
Gibbs McHenry Shuster
Gohmert McKinley Simpson
Goodlatte McMorris Smith (MO)
Gosar Rodgers Smith (NE)
Gowdy McSally Smith (TX)
Granger Meadows Stewart
Graves (GA) Meehan N
Graves (MO) Messer Stivers
Griffith Mica. Stutzman
Grothman Miller (FL) Thompson (PA)
Guinta Miller (MI) Thornberry
Guthrie Moolenaar T}berl
Harper Mooney (WV) Tipton
Harris Mullin Turner
Hartzler Mulvaney Upton
Heck (NV) Murphy (PA) Valadao
Hensarling Newhouse Vela
Herrera Beutler ~ Noem Wagner
Hice, Jody B. Nugent Walberg
Hudson Nunes Walden
Huelskamp Olson Walker
Huizenga (MI) Palazzo Walorski
Hultgren Palmer Walters, Mimi
Hunter Perry Weber (TX)
Hurd (TX) Peterson Webster (FL)
Hurt (VA) Pittenger Wenstrup
Issa Pitts Westerman
Jenkins (KS) Poliquin Westmoreland
Jenkins (WV) Pompeo Williams
Johnson (OH) Posey Wilson (SC)
Johnson, Sam Price, Tom Wittman
Jordan Ratcliffe Womack
Joyce Reed Woodall
Kelly (MS) Reichert Yoho
Kelly (PA) Renacci Young (AK)
King (IA) Ribble Young (IA)
King (NY) Rice (SC) Young (IN)
Kinzinger (IL) Rigell Zeldin
Knight Roby Zinke

NOT VOTING—6
Ellison Marino Poe (TX)
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1341

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California,
Messrs. GOSAR, VALADAO, RICE of
South Carolina, and ROHRABACHER
changed their vote from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

Mr. RYAN of Ohio changed his vote
from ‘“‘no” to ‘‘aye.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will re-
port the last three lines of the bill.

The Clerk read as follows:

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of the Interior, Environment, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2017,

The Acting CHAIR. There being no
further amendments, under the rule,
the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (RODNEY
DAvis of Illinois) having assumed the
chair, Mr. CoLLINS of Georgia, Acting
Chair of the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having
had under consideration the bill (H.R.

5538) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment,
and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2017, and for
other purposes, and, pursuant to House
Resolution 820, he reported the bill
back to the House with sundry amend-
ments adopted in the Committee of the
Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole? If not, the Chair
will put them en gros.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

Under clause 10 of rule XX, the yeas
and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, this
5-minute vote on passage of H.R. 5538
will be followed by a 5-minute vote on
passage of H.R. 4992.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 231, noes 196,
not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 477]

YEAS—231
Abraham Diaz-Balart Jolly
Aderholt Donovan Jordan
Allen Duffy Joyce
Amodei Duncan (SC) Kelly (MS)
Babin Duncan (TN) Kelly (PA)
Barletta Ellmers (NC) King (NY)
Barr Emmer (MN) Kinzinger (IL)
Barton Farenthold Kline
Benishek Fincher Knight
Bilirakis Fleischmann Labrador
Bishop (MI) Fleming LaHood
Bishop (UT) Flores LaMalfa
Black Forbes Lamborn
Blackburn Fortenberry Lance
Blum Foxx Latta
Bost Frelinghuysen Long
Boustany Garrett Loudermilk
Brady (TX) Gibbs Love
Brat Gohmert Lucas
Bridenstine Goodlatte Luetkemeyer
Brooks (IN) Gosar Lummis
Buck Gowdy MacArthur
Bucshon Granger Marchant
Burgess Graves (GA) Massie
Byrne Graves (LA) McCarthy
Calvert Graves (MO) McCaul
Carter (GA) Griffith McClintock
Carter (TX) Grothman McHenry
Chabot Guthrie McKinley
Chaffetz Hardy McMorris
Clawson (FL) Harper Rodgers
Coffman Harris McSally
Cole Hartzler Meadows
Collins (GA) Heck (NV) Meehan
Collins (NY) Hensarling Messer
Comstock Herrera Beutler Mica
Conaway Hice, Jody B. Miller (FL)
Cook Hill Miller (MI)
Costa Holding Moolenaar
Cramer Hudson Mooney (WV)
Crawford Huelskamp Mullin
Crenshaw Huizenga (MI) Mulvaney
Cuellar Hultgren Murphy (PA)
Culberson Hunter Neugebauer
Curbelo (FL) Hurd (TX) Newhouse
Davidson Hurt (VA) Noem
Dayvis, Rodney Issa Nugent
Denham Jenkins (KS) Nunes
Dent Jenkins (WV) Olson
DeSantis Johnson (OH) Palazzo
DesJarlais Johnson, Sam Palmer
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Paulsen
Perry
Peterson
Pittenger
Pitts
Poliquin
Pompeo
Posey

Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus

Adams
Aguilar
Amash
Ashford
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brooks (AL)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Buchanan
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Crowley
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Dold
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Edwards
Engel

Eshoo

Esty

Farr
Fitzpatrick
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
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Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott

Turner
Upton

NAYS—196

Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Gibson
Graham
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Guinta
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Hanna
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore

Valadao
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Zinke

Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sherman
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Stefanik
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
Torres
Tsongas
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters, Maxine
Watson Coleman
Welch
Wilson (FL)
Yarmuth
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NOT VOTING—6

Marino
Pearce

Ellison
Hastings

Poe (TX)

Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during

the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.

O 1350

Mr. VARGAS changed his vote from
“‘yea’ to ‘“‘nay.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, on rolicall No.
477, on passage of H.R. 5538, | am not re-
corded because | was representing
constitutents on business outside of Wash-
ington, D.C. Had | been present, | would have
voted “aye.”

———

UNITED STATES FINANCIAL
SYSTEM PROTECTION ACT OF 2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on passage
of the bill (H.R. 4992) to codify regula-
tions relating to transfers of funds in-
volving Iran, and for other purposes, on
which the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 246, nays
181, not voting 6, as follows:

[Roll No. 478]

YEAS—246
Abraham Crawford Hanna
Aderholt Crenshaw Hardy
Allen Culberson Harper
Amash Curbelo (FL) Harris
Amodei Davidson Hartzler
Ashford Dayvis, Rodney Heck (NV)
Babin Denham Hensarling
Barletta Dent Herrera Beutler
Barr DeSantis Hice, Jody B.
Barton DesJarlais Hill
Benishek Diaz-Balart Holding
Bilirakis Dold Hudson
Bishop (MI) Donovan Huelskamp
Bishop (UT) Duffy Huizenga (MI)
Black Duncan (SC) Hultgren
Blackburn Ellmers (NC) Hunter
Blum Emmer (MN) Hurd (TX)
Bost Farenthold Hurt (VA)
Boustany Fincher Issa
Brady (TX) Fitzpatrick Jenkins (KS)
Brat Fleischmann Jenkins (WV)
Bridenstine Fleming Johnson (OH)
Brooks (AL) Flores Johnson, Sam
Brooks (IN) Forbes Jolly
Buchanan Fortenberry Jordan
Buck Foxx Joyce
Bucshon Franks (AZ) Katko
Burgess Frelinghuysen Kelly (MS)
Byrne Garrett Kelly (PA)
Calvert Gibbs King (IA)
Carter (GA) Gibson King (NY)
Carter (TX) Gohmert Kinzinger (IL)
Chabot Goodlatte Kline
Chaffetz Gosar Knight
Clawson (FL) Gowdy Labrador
Coffman Graham LaHood
Cole Granger LaMalfa
Collins (GA) Graves (GA) Lamborn
Collins (NY) Graves (LA) Lance
Comstock Graves (MO) Latta
Conaway Griffith LoBiondo
Cook Grothman Long
Costello (PA) Guinta Loudermilk
Cramer Guthrie Love

Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lummis
MacArthur
Marchant
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McHenry
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
McSally
Meadows
Meehan
Messer
Mica
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (PA)
Neugebauer
Newhouse
Noem
Nugent
Nunes
Olson
Palazzo
Palmer
Paulsen
Perry
Peterson
Pittenger
Pitts
Poliquin
Pompeo

Adams
Aguilar
Bass
Beatty
Becerra
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Bonamici
Boyle, Brendan
F.
Brady (PA)
Brown (FL)
Brownley (CA)
Bustos
Butterfield
Capps
Capuano
Cardenas
Carney
Carson (IN)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Courtney
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Deutch
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle, Michael
F

Duckworth
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Engel

Posey

Price, Tom
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble

Rice (SC)
Rigell

Roby

Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rohrabacher
Rokita
Rooney (FL)
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Royce
Russell
Salmon
Sanford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Sensenbrenner
Sessions
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Stefanik

NAYS—181

Eshoo
Esty
Farr
Foster
Frankel (FL)
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutiérrez
Hahn
Heck (WA)
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Honda
Hoyer
Huffman
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson, E. B.
Jones
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
Kirkpatrick
Kuster
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawrence
Lee
Levin
Lewis
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
Loebsack
Lofgren
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lynch
Maloney,
Carolyn
Maloney, Sean
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Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tipton

Trott
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Vargas

Vela

Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walker
Walorski
Walters, Mimi
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Woodall
Yoder

Yoho

Young (AK)
Young (IA)
Young (IN)
Zeldin

Zinke

Massie
Matsui
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McNerney
Meeks
Meng
Moore
Moulton
Murphy (FL)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Nolan
Norcross
O’Rourke
Pallone
Pascrell
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Polis
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rangel
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roybal-Allard
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schrader
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Serrano
Sewell (AL)
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (WA)
Speier
Swalwell (CA)
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tonko
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Torres Visclosky Watson Coleman
Tsongas Walz Welch
Van Hollen Wasserman Wilson (FL)
Veasey Schultz Yarmuth
Velazquez Waters, Maxine

NOT VOTING—6
Ellison Marino Poe (TX)
Hastings Pearce Takai

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0O 1357

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New
York changed her vote from ‘‘yea’ to
“na,y.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS SOUND
RECORDING AND FILM PRESER-
VATION PROGRAMS REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2016

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(S. 2893) to reauthorize the sound re-
cording and film preservation programs
of the Library of Congress, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2893

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Library of
Congress Sound Recording and Film Preser-
vation Programs Reauthorization Act of
2016”°.

SEC. 2. SOUND RECORDING PRESERVATION PRO-
RAMS.

(a) NATIONAL RECORDING PRESERVATION
BOARD.—Section 133 of the National Record-
ing Preservation Act of 2000 (2 U.S.C. 1743) is
amended by striking ‘‘through fiscal year
2016’ and inserting ‘‘through fiscal year
2026”°.

(b) NATIONAL RECORDING PRESERVATION
FOUNDATION.—

(1) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 152411(a) of
title 36, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘through fiscal year 2016 an amount
not to exceed’” and inserting ‘‘through fiscal
year 2026 an amount not to exceed the lesser
of $1,000,000 or’’.

(2) NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS.—Section 152403(b)(2) of title 36, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘nine
directors’ and inserting ‘‘12 directors’’; and

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘six
directors’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘8 directors’’.

SEC. 3. FILM PRESERVATION PROGRAMS.

(a) NATIONAL FILM PRESERVATION BOARD.—
Section 112 of the National Film Preserva-
tion Act of 1996 (2 U.S.C. 179v) is amended by
striking ‘‘through fiscal year 2016’ and in-
serting ‘‘through fiscal year 2026°’.

(b) NATIONAL FILM PRESERVATION FOUNDA-
TION.—Section 151711(a)(1)(C) of title 36,
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United States Code, is amended by striking
““through 2016’ and inserting ‘‘through 2026’.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

AUTHORIZING NATIONAL LIBRARY
SERVICE FOR THE BLIND AND
PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED TO
PROVIDE PLAYBACK EQUIPMENT
IN ALL FORMATS

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to
take from the Speaker’s table the bill
(S. 3207) to authorize the National Li-
brary Service for the Blind and Phys-
ically Handicapped to provide playback
equipment in all formats, and ask for
its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3207

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZING THE NATIONAL LI-
BRARY SERVICE FOR THE BLIND
AND PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED TO
PROVIDE PLAYBACK EQUIPMENT IN
ALL FORMATS.

The first sentence of the Act entitled ‘“An
Act to provide books for the adult blind”’, ap-
proved March 3, 1931 (2 U.S.C. 135a), is
amended by striking ‘‘and for purchase,
maintenance, and replacement of repro-
ducers for such sound-reproduction record-
ings’ and inserting ‘‘and for purchase, main-
tenance, and replacement of reproducers for
any such forms”.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

—————

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
JULY 14, 2016, TO MONDAY, JULY
18, 2016

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 2:30 p.m. on Monday,
July 18, 2016.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4019

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to have my
name removed as a cosponsor of H.R.
4019.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Texas?

There was no objection.
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DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS DENTAL INSURANCE RE-
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2016

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 3055) a bill
to amend title 38, United States Code,
to provide a dental insurance plan to
veterans and survivors and dependents
of veterans, and ask for its immediate
consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 3055

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Veterans Affairs Dental Insurance Reau-
thorization Act of 2016”°.

SEC. 2. DENTAL INSURANCE PLAN FOR VET-
ERANS AND SURVIVORS AND DE-
PENDENTS OF VETERANS.

(a) DENTAL INSURANCE PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 1712B the following
new section:

“§1712C. Dental insurance plan for veterans
and survivors and dependents of veterans

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish and administer a dental insurance
plan for veterans and survivors and depend-
ents of veterans described in subsection (b).

‘“(b) COVERED VETERANS AND SURVIVORS
AND DEPENDENTS.—The veterans and sur-
vivors and dependents of veterans described
in this subsection are as follows:

‘(1) Any veteran who is enrolled in the sys-
tem of annual patient enrollment under sec-
tion 1705 of this title.

‘“(2) Any survivor or dependent of a veteran
who is eligible for medical care under section
1781 of this title.

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall
contract with a dental insurer to administer
the dental insurance plan under this section.

‘“(d) BENEFITS.—The dental insurance plan
under this section shall provide such benefits
for dental care and treatment as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate for the dental
insurance plan, including diagnostic serv-
ices, preventative services, endodontics and
other restorative services, surgical services,
and emergency services.

‘‘(e) ENROLLMENT.—(1) Enrollment in the
dental insurance plan under this section
shall be voluntary.

‘“(2) Enrollment in the dental insurance
plan shall be for such minimum period as the
Secretary shall prescribe for purposes of this
section.

‘(f) PREMIUMS.—(1) Premiums for coverage
under the dental insurance plan under this
section shall be in such amount or amounts
as the Secretary shall prescribe to cover all
costs associated with carrying out this sec-
tion.

‘“(2) The Secretary shall adjust the pre-
miums payable under this section for cov-
erage under the dental insurance plan on an
annual basis. Each individual covered by the
dental insurance plan at the time of such an
adjustment shall be notified of the amount
and effective date of such adjustment.

‘(3) Bach individual covered by the dental
insurance plan shall pay the entire premium
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for coverage under the dental insurance plan,
in addition to the full cost of any copay-
ments.

“(g) VOLUNTARY DISENROLLMENT.—(1) With
respect to enrollment in the dental insur-
ance plan under this section, the Secretary
shall—

‘“(A) permit the voluntary disenrollment of
an individual in the dental insurance plan if
the disenrollment occurs during the 30-day
period beginning on the date of the enroll-
ment of the individual in the dental insur-
ance plan; and

‘(B) permit the voluntary disenrollment of
an individual in the dental insurance plan
for such circumstances as the Secretary
shall prescribe for purposes of this sub-
section, but only to the extent such
disenrollment does not jeopardize the fiscal
integrity of the dental insurance plan.

‘“(2) The circumstances prescribed under
paragraph (1)(B) shall include the following:

‘“(A) If an individual enrolled in the dental
insurance plan relocates to a location out-
side the jurisdiction of the dental insurance
plan that prevents use of the benefits under
the dental insurance plan.

‘“(B) If an individual enrolled in the dental
insurance plan is prevented by a serious
medical condition from being able to obtain
benefits under the dental insurance plan.

‘(C) Such other circumstances as the Sec-
retary shall prescribe for purposes of this
subsection.

‘“(83) The Secretary shall establish proce-
dures for determinations on the permissi-
bility of voluntary disenrollments under
paragraph (1)(B). Such procedures shall en-
sure timely determinations on the permissi-
bility of such disenrollments.

“(h) RELATIONSHIP TO DENTAL CARE PRO-
VIDED BY SECRETARY.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall affect the responsibility of the
Secretary to provide dental care under sec-
tion 1712 of this title, and the participation
of an individual in the dental insurance plan
under this section shall not affect the enti-
tlement of the individual to outpatient den-
tal services and treatment, and related den-
tal appliances, under such section 1712.

‘(i) REGULATIONS.—The dental insurance
plan under this section shall be administered
under such regulations as the Secretary
shall prescribe.

“(j) TERMINATION.—This section terminates
on December 31, 2021.”".

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 1712B the following
new item:
¢“1712C. Dental insurance plan for veterans

and survivors and dependents of
veterans.”.

(b) CONFORMING REPEAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 510 of the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Serv-
ices Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 38 U.S.C.
1712 note) is repealed.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents for the Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 510.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

——
115TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMER-

ICA’S FIRST COMMUNITY COL-
LEGE

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the Nation’s very first public
community college, Joliet Junior Col-
lege, on its 115th anniversary.

Two Illinois community leaders, J.
Stanley Brown and William Rainey
Harper, founded the college in 1901 to
provide high school graduates the
fruits of higher education without forc-
ing them to leave their communities.
Over the next 20 years, JJC grew from
6 enrolled students to almost 100, and
it later evolved its curriculum to in-
clude business, technological, and in-
dustrial education.

With the end of the wars, JJC and
other 2-year institutions served vital
educational roles for veterans who
were returning to their communities.
Joliet Junior College inspired an en-
tirely new model for higher education,
one that suited the needs of both the
Nation and its citizens, one that al-
lowed both flexibility and quality, and
one that continues to be urgently rel-
evant today.

Brown and Harper’s vision of commu-
nity-organized, community-focused
education has since become a touch-
stone for millions of young American
students. This year, the 14th District of
Illinois honors Joliet Junior College
for its pivotal role in the advancement
of higher education in America.

———

DOING THE WORK OF THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, normally,
I would be having a colloquy with the
majority leader about the schedule for
the week to come, but there is no
schedule for the week to come, and
there is no schedule for 6 weeks there-
after. We were scheduled to meet to-
morrow to do the business of the Amer-
ican people. We will not meet that
schedule, and we will not meet the
schedule of doing the business of Amer-
ica for those who are concerned about
the epidemic of gun violence in Amer-
ica, not even the small but meaningful
and important steps of making sure
that, if you can’t fly, you can’t buy a
gun, to make sure that the background
checks are universal and comprehen-
sive so that dangerous people do not
get guns.

We will not do the business of those
who are confronting being bitten by a
mosquito and having the risk of having
a child who is deeply disabled, nor will
we do the business of those thousands
of children in Flint, Michigan, and of
the people in Flint, Michigan, who
still, 2 years later, do not have clean
water to drink.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues and I sit
here, ready to do the business of our
country. We sit here, ready to address
those critical public health issues that
confront our country—of gun violence,
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of Zika, of Flint, and of water that is
not drinkable and that will damage our
children.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
will see that there is a party here that
is willing to work and protect them
every day; so my colleagues will, one
after another, express their own views
as to what this House ought to be
doing.

We ought not to have taken a walk
on the American people. We ought to
be sitting here, doing the work of the
American people. Yes, we will go to a
convention, and we will tell them that
we are going to protect them, that we
are going to make their lives better.
We can do so right here, right now.

———

COBRA ZONES

(Mr. YOHO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YOHO. Mr. Speaker, in 2012, con-
stituents of mine, the Welberrys, pur-
chased a home in Cedar Key, Florida.
Two years later, their Federal flood in-
surance was canceled retroactively due
to a determination that the property
was partially located within a COBRA
zone. For over 12 years, this property
was zoned outside of the adjacent
COBRA zone, and, for 12 years, it was
covered by the Federal flood insurance.

Yet, as the U.S. Fish and Wildlife up-
dates its maps, the Welberrys’ entire
retirement investment is threatened
due to the government’s inconsistency.
The Welberrys’ home did not move—
just the map of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life.

Mrs. Welberry pleaded: The govern-
ment cannot be allowed to erase our
life savings like this.

If you want to talk about covering
preexisting conditions, how many con-
stituents are going through this night-
mare?

Congress needs to know. Chairman
CALVERT and the Appropriations Com-
mittee agree; and our amendment,
which requires the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life to conduct a study on how COBRA
zones affect private property, was ac-
cepted last night. Congress needs to
know.

————————

A VOTE ON NO FLY, NO BUY

(Mr. THOMPSON of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr.
Speaker, Republican leaders are
recessing the House for 7 weeks with-
out their taking a single vote on legis-
lation to help stop the mass gun vio-
lence that has become far too common
in our country.

More than 30 people are killed every
day by someone who uses a gun. Do the
math. That means, by the time the
House comes back from the summer re-
cess, in 52 days, over 1,560 Americans
may have been killed by someone who
was using a gun.
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We can’t wait for more innocent lives
to be cut short by someone using a gun.
We need to vote on bipartisan, pro-Sec-
ond Amendment no fly, no buy and
comprehensive background check legis-
lation to help keep guns away from
those who shouldn’t have them—ter-
rorists, criminals, domestic abusers,
and the dangerously mentally ill.

Mr. Speaker, it is wrong; it is irre-
sponsible; it is dangerous to send us
home without giving us a vote on this
important bipartisan legislation. Give
us a vote. Let us do the work that the
American people sent us here to do.

———
HONORING MRS. JACK KOESTER

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
acknowledge over 40 years of excep-
tional pro-life and pro-family efforts by
Mrs. Jack Koester of Teutopolis, Illi-
nois.

In June of 1973, a group of concerned
residents came together to found the
Effingham County Right. Mrs. Koester
has served as the secretary of that
group ever since.

As secretary, she has issued a month-
ly newsletter, has helped the organiza-
tion grow through its breakfast and
rummage sale, has hosted an annual
day of prayer, has organized the Life
Chain, has manned the pro-life booth,
and has publicized the monthly prayer
vigil. Mrs. Koester also cofounded the
Family Life Center in Effingham 20
years ago.

After suffering a stroke last fall, she
is still recovering and has shifted her
focus to encouraging other citizens of
the Effingham area to volunteer so as
to carry on her pro-life efforts.

Mrs. Koester is a mother of 3, a
grandmother of 10, and a great-grand-
mother of 2. One of her granddaughters
is currently an intern in my office.

I want to personally thank Mrs.
Koester for her lasting dedication to
the pro-life movement, and I wish her
the best in her ongoing recovery.

——

REPUBLICANS ABANDON
AMERICANS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, today, the
Republicans are leaving Washington
for almost 2 months—the longest con-
gressional summer recess in nearly 60
years—and are abandoning Americans,
who are counting on us to do what we
have to do to protect them.

There are serious public health crises
in this country, and, right now, the
GOP-led Congress continues to fail to
do anything at all to protect the basic
functions of government—to protect
human life, to protect Americans.

Families in my own hometown of
Flint, Michigan, today, can’t drink
their water. They don’t have access to
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clean drinking water. Rather than
bringing up my bill, the Families of
Flint Act, which would provide relief
to those folks back home, who should
be able to depend on their Federal Gov-
ernment when they are at their mo-
ment of greatest need, the Republican-
led Congress is not only recessing but
is recessing a day early—a day in
which we could have taken up legisla-
tion to help the people of Flint. We
could have taken up legislation to deal
with the Zika virus. We could have
taken up legislation for commonsense
gun safety policy.

This is what the Congress is charged
with doing. This is our job. We should
be here on the floor of the House doing
it. I am pleased to be here with my col-
leagues, who are ready to go to work in
order to deal with these big problems
that our country faces.

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN
FOREST FOUNDATION

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the House
Agriculture Subcommittee on Con-
servation and Forestry, I was proud to
join with a bipartisan group of my
House colleagues yesterday in intro-
ducing H. Con. Res. 144, recognizing the
75th anniversary of the American Tree
Farm System.

The American Tree Farm System is
operated by the American Forest Foun-
dation. It is the largest and oldest sus-
tainable forestry program for forest
owners. The program was created in
1941 in order to engage and support
landowners to ensure the health and
safety of the forests, especially in fac-
ing wildfires in the Western States.

This resolution commends the work
of tree farmers and volunteers across
the Nation who have participated in
the program over the past 75 years, es-
pecially their investments in time,
manpower, and personal funds to fur-
ther sustainable forestry practices.

Mr. Speaker, family forest owners
own the largest share of forests in the
United States. These forests provide
for Americans well beyond their prop-
erties, as they help to maintain clean
water, clean air, wood supply, wildlife
habitat, jobs, and recreational opportu-
nities. Programs such as the American
Tree Farm System help these forest
owners continue to steward our lands
and protect those benefits.

——————

ZIKA-RELATED MICROCEPHALY
CASE IN HARRIS COUNTY

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, Zika is here, and Congress is
not doing its job.

Yesterday, health officials in Hous-
ton, Harris County, Texas, diagnosed
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an infant with microcephaly, which is
a birth defect that causes a severe
underdevelopment of the brain and a
long list of health problems. This is the
first documented case of Zika-related
microcephaly in Texas. Unfortunately,
it is one of the many tragedies that
will continue if we fail to act.

Zika poses a grave and unprecedented
threat to our public health. It is time
Congress fulfills its constitutional and
moral duty to protect the health and
welfare of our people. It is an appalling
disservice to the American people that
we are not yet providing resources to
combat this virus.

Congress’ reluctance to provide fund-
ing is attributed to a distorted sense of
fiscal responsibility. The fact of the
matter is that their reluctance is put-
ting the health and lives of the Amer-
ican people at risk, and inaction now
will only be more costly in the long
run. We are delaying medical research
for a cure for Zika. We are delaying
funding for our communities to fight
Zika. We need to work with a sense of
responsibility for the health and wel-
fare of our Nation and approve the
funds that are necessary to prevent
Zika from spreading in our country.

————
HONORING UTAH’'S OLYMPIANS

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor all Olympians but, especially,
the Olympians who are heading to Rio
from my home State of Utah.

My family and I hardly ever watch
TV. We have lost the remote control
for months at a time and no one has
really cared, but, every 4 years, we do
look forward to watching the Olympic
Games on television. Part of the reason
it is fun for us is that we realize the
enormous commitment, strength, and
courage it takes to become an Olympic
athlete, and we realize the endless
hours of training and sacrifice that
will, hopefully, lead to their success.

I am extremely proud of the Utahns
who have earned their spot on Team
USA: Devery Karz for rowing, Jared
Ward for track and field, and Jake Gibb
for volleyball. Others will be added to
the Olympic team in the next few
weeks.

We should all look to these Olym-
pians as examples of hard work and
dedication. They may not be guaran-
teed medals in Rio, but to all of us
Americans, to Utahns, and others, we
view them as champions. I wish them
all good luck, and I wish them success
and safety. My family and I will find
the remote control, and we will be
cheering for them this summer.

0O 1415
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it
is sad that people are leaving this
Chamber with much unfinished busi-
ness, such as action on Zika, threats to
drinking water, and the most impor-
tant for me is the failure to take any
action to stem the epidemic of gun vio-
lence that takes three to four Ameri-
cans’ lives every hour.

Whether it is from domestic violence,
mass shootings like in Orlando or Dal-
las, suicide, there are multiple causes,
but there are things we can do to make
a difference.

There ought to be no more anony-
mous gun purchases. We need universal
background checks. People who are too
dangerous to buy a plane ticket should
not be able to buy an assault weapon.
And the outrageous prohibition that
Congress has on doing research from
the CDC on gun violence ought to be
abolished.

These provisions are overwhelmingly
supported by the American public and,
indeed, gun owners themselves. There
is no excuse for us leaving early today,
for us to be gone tomorrow, for us to be
gone for the next 7 weeks.

Maybe the people who are getting out
of town should just be gone from the
next Congress.

————
A BETTER WAY

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to commend my colleagues
in the House for passing the Zika bill
and sending it to the Senate, and I
hope that the Senate Democrats will at
sometime put that bill on the Presi-
dent’s desk.

Mr. Speaker, I also rise today as an
advocate for ‘“A Better Way.” This
blueprint put forth by Speaker RYAN
and my colleagues in the House Repub-
lican Conference is our vision for a
more confident America.

We have a framework that is a better
way to free millions from poverty, a
better way to make America strong
and safe, a better way to create an en-
vironment for Americans of all walks
to experience true economic growth
and opportunity, a better way to gov-
ern by returning to the rule of law out-
lined in our Constitution, a better way
to lead healthy and productive lives by
replacing a failing ObamaCare with a
healthcare system that works for the
American people, and a better way to
pay for essential government services
by creating a simpler, fairer Tax Code.

As we dream of an America with a fu-
ture that outshines our blessed past, I
urge my colleagues to embrace this vi-
sion, work to see its proposals imple-
mented, and leave to our posterity evi-
dence of our good stewardship of this
most portentous responsibility.

———

INACTION

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
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to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, 7 weeks—b52 days. I
rise today to express my disappoint-
ment with our Republican colleagues
for shutting down the Congress for the
summer.

After the tragedies in Orlando and
Dallas, are you telling me that we
can’t get together, that we cannot find
a compromise on gun violence and gun
control? The American people believe
we can. They want it done.

Mr. Speaker, is there no action with
respect to Flint, Michigan? So much of
our infrastructure needs to be redone
in so many cities. This is just the be-
ginning of what we will see.

We have to address these national
crises because working families all
over the country will go to work to-
morrow, and they will go to work on
Saturday, and they will go to work on
Sunday, and they will go to work for
the next 7 weeks. They expect us to
find solutions.

Mr. Speaker, let’s get to work.

———

CONDOLENCES TO THE TURKISH
PEOPLE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to express my condolences to the peo-
ple of Turkey following the horrific
suicide attack at Ataturk Inter-
national Airport on June 28. At least 44
innocent people were killed and more
than 200 were wounded in the attack,
including an American citizen.

Turkish police and first responders
reacted swiftly and heroically and
ought to be commended for their ac-
tions that prevented further loss of
life.

Evidence has led officials to believe
that the attack was carried out by ISIS
militants, and the loss of innocent
lives in Istanbul strengthens our
shared resolve to defeat this terrorist
organization and its affiliates.

I extend my sincere condolences to
the Turkish people and to the vibrant
Turkish American community as well
as the families of those killed and
those who suffered injury in the at-
tack.

———
GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, Tues-
day night, I joined my fellow Rhode Is-
lander, Representative CICILLINE, at a
vigil for the Pulse nightclub victims.
On that night, we marked the 1-month
anniversary of that tragic shooting
with candles and with speeches.

But what we did not do, Mr. Speaker,
is mark it with action. For that, I am
profoundly sorry.

I am sorry that, despite our efforts,
fear continues to rule this body. Re-
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publican leaders’ fear of the gun lobby
is so powerful that they won’t even
allow a debate or a vote on proposals
supported by over 80 percent of the
American people for expanded back-
ground checks to keep guns out of the
wrong hands or ensure that someone on
a terrorist no-fly list can’t buy a weap-
on.

Republicans won’t allow a vote be-
cause they are afraid our commonsense
proposals would pass and that they
would be blamed for allowing a major-
ity of the House to work its will, the
will of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, it is time that we stop
legislating from fear. It is time that we
stop the silence in response to tragedy
and uphold the commitments that we
made to represent our constituents and
to keep them safe.

While the majority may hope that,
by retreating to their districts, they
will be able to dodge this issue, rest as-
sured, we will not let them do so.

We are not going away on this issue,
Mr. Speaker. We are going to keep
fighting for expanded background
checks to keep guns out of the wrong
hands, and we are going to keep fight-
ing to ensure that someone on a ter-
rorist no-fly list cannot buy a weapon.

———————

MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL
SPEEDWAY

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of Michigan Inter-
national Speedway, one of the Nation’s
premier racing facilities, located in my
district in the heart of the Irish Hills.

Over the course of its 48-year history,
Michigan International Speedway has
become a staple of southeastern Michi-
gan and a destination for tourists
across the country. Having hosted
NASCAR races, music festivals, char-
ity events, and statewide fairs, MIS is
a true year-round entertainment
venue.

Through its charitable contributions
and community efforts, MIS Cares has
twice been named the NASCAR Foun-
dation’s track of the year.

The economic impact of the speed-
way on the region is strong, producing
over 5,000 jobs and generating more
than $414 million in annual total eco-
nomic activity.

As an innovative and diverse venue, I
commend Michigan International
Speedway for its many contributions
to the community and for continuing
to create lasting memories for every
person every time.

——
CONGRESS DOES NOTHING

(Mr. GUTIERREZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, we
saw children, 6-year-olds, murdered in
their classroom. We saw young people
who were dancing murdered. We saw
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police officers murdered. What did we
do? Nothing. We went home.

We saw children who were going to be
infected with the Zika virus, and preg-
nant young women’s babies were going
to be born with deformities. What did
we do? Nothing.

We saw people being poisoned in
Michigan. What did we do? Nothing.

Don’t tell me to wait for a moment of
silence, and don’t tell me to pray. Be-
cause, before I pray, I make sure, be-
fore I ask God for anything, that I have
done everything humanly possible that
I can do, and then I ask and I pray to
Him for His help.

——————

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT MICHAEL
SMITH

(Mr. MARCHANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, today
we lay to rest a hero of the 24th Con-
gressional District of Texas, Sergeant
Michael Smith of the Dallas Police De-
partment.

Sergeant Smith, along with four of
his police brothers, died in the tragic
Dallas ambush last week. When shots
rang out in downtown Dallas, Sergeant
Smith unfortunately was in harm’s
way.

A resident of Carrollton, Texas, Ser-
geant Smith joined the force in 1989.
But this was not his first call to serv-
ice. Michael previously served in the
Army, retiring as an Army Ranger.

Like so many who serve, Michael
Smith’s service was not limited to his
uniform. He was an active volunteer in
his church, the Watermark Community
Church, and the YMCA.

His lasting legacy will be found in
the hearts of the many people whom he
touched. Michael Smith was among the
very best of public servants and a cred-
it to the uniform that he wore.

In the wake of this unspeakable trag-
edy, the people of Dallas have come to-
gether in a resilient spirit. It is a spirit
that I hope, along with the memory of
Sergeant Smith, will be enduring.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair announces a correction to an ear-
lier vote tally. On rollcall vote No. 472,
the ‘“‘yeas’” were 191 and the ‘‘nays”
were 236.

————

CONGRESS’ SEVEN-WEEK
ADJOURNMENT

(Mr. LOEBSACK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, after
being in session for only 74 days so far
this year, the Republican leadership
has decided to send us home for T2
weeks. That is thoroughly unaccept-
able to the American people. They ex-
pect us to do our job.
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That is not what we are going to be
doing for the next 7% weeks. We have a
laundry list of things that we have to
get done. We need comprehensive gun
safety reform. We need comprehensive
legislation to deal with Zika and other
serious bio-threats.

We have to deal with the Social Secu-
rity COLA problem for our seniors,
higher education reauthorization, com-
prehensive mental health reform—we
passed some of that in the House, but
we have to do more—comprehensive job
package, postal reform, campaign fi-
nance reform. You name it, we have to
do it. We haven’t done it yet.

It is time for us to do our job. It is
time for the Republicans to bring us
back. After those conventions, we
could come back in August, folks, and
we could get the job done.

———

10TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
OF ILLINOIS OLYMPIANS

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize six talented young women
from the Illinois 10th Congressional
District, who have been selected to rep-
resent our country in the rhythmic
gymnastics group competition at the

upcoming 2016 Summer Olympic
Games.

Monica Rokhman, Jennifer
Rokhman, Natalie McGiffert, Kiana
Eide, Alisa  Kano, and Kristen

Shaldybin will be departing for Rio de
Janeiro this August to compete for
Team USA.

Our community is very proud of their
hard work as members of the North
Shore Rhythmic Gymnastics Center,
and I commend them on all of their re-
cent achievements.

Mr. Speaker, I am excited to watch
this dedicated group of young women
compete and look forward to cele-
brating all of their success.

———

ABANDONED ISSUES

(Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker and Members, if you take
a look at this House, that side of the
aisle is empty. They left. They are
gone.

Take a look on this side, and you see
Democrats. Democrats are raising the
question: Why did you decide to leave
and to take a break without dealing
with the serious issues that confront us
today?

Let me just remind them: Columbine;
Newtown; Aurora, Colorado; Fort Hood
Army Base, Texas; Tucson, Arizona,
Representative Gabby Giffords; Oak
Creek, Wisconsin; Washington, D.C.,
Navy Yard; Reynolds High School;
Emanuel AME Church; San
Bernardino; Pulse nightclub, Orlando,
Florida. In all of these, there were chil-
dren.
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What do we say about the children?
We have had a moment of silence, and
we have forgotten that children are
dying. In Flint, Michigan, children still
don’t have clean water. The water has
lead in it. We have not done anything.

Well, whether we are talking about
Flint or the Zika virus or the children
who have been Kkilled because of gun vi-
olence, Republicans, where are you?
Shame on you for abandoning the
issues that need to be dealt with.

———
[0 1430
IRAN DEAL IS BAD FOR AMERICA

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, July 14,
2015, the day our President went
against Congress and the wishes of the
American people and signed a nuclear
agreement with Iran.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, more commonly known as the
Iran deal, provided Iran sanctions relief
in exchange for Iran to dismantle their
nuclear program.

One year later, America has upheld
its part of the bargain, but Iran con-
tinues to violate the terms of the
agreement with 1little to no con-
sequence. That is why today, on the 1-
year anniversary of the Iran deal, the
House passed legislation to reinstate
sanctions on Iran.

History has proven Iran cannot be
trusted. I thought it was a bad deal for
America and Israel from the beginning,
and I still do.

Mr. Speaker, no one can predict the
future, but it is foolish to turn a blind
eye to history. I voted to stop the Iran
deal because I could not support any
agreement that puts the security of
Americans and our allies at risk and
emboldens the Iran regime. A year
later, I feel the same way.

———
DON'T TURN OFF THE LIGHTS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow there will be a bright and
shiny Sun, but in this Chamber it will
be nothing but darkness—nothing but
darkness, with no sound, no response
from my friends on the other side of
the aisle.

From 2005 to 2015, 300,000 people have
died from senseless gun violence. The
people of Flint are crying out for relief
from poisoned lead water.

And then there is the Zika virus im-
pacting the Gulf region. As of July 6,
1,132 travel-associated cases of the Zika
virus; 2,534 cases in U.S. territories;
and, of course, the Gulf region is a
breeding ground for mosquitoes.

Pregnant women with laboratory evi-
dence of Zika, now some 320, including
the United States and the District of
Columbia, and the U.S. territories is
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279. And, yes, a baby has now been born
with microcephaly in Harris County in
Texas. And our Gulf region Zika task
force has said thousands more may
come.

Give us the Senate bill, $1.9 billion.
Our people are suffering. Don’t turn off
the lights. Let’s work. They are crying
out for relief.

————

REMOVAL OF NAMES OF MEM-
BERS AS COSPONSORS OF H.R.
2446

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRENDAN F.
BoYyLE) and the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) be removed
as cosponsors of H.R. 2446.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

—————
WE NEED TO GET BACK TO WORK

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
guns, gun safety; Zika; Flint, Michi-
gan—just three of the critical issues
House Republicans are leaving town
without addressing.

Despite overwhelming public support,
House Republicans have refused to
bring any commonsense gun safety leg-
islation to the floor. As they fail to
act, many Americans unnecessarily die
every day. On average, 91 Americans
die from gun violence every day, and
that means that we can expect more
than 4,700 Americans to be killed over
the 7-week recess.

Seven babies have now been born in
the United States with Zika-related
birth defects, including one yesterday
in Texas. Not only is there insufficient
funding, but Republicans have used the
Zika legislation to continue their at-
tack on women’s access to reproductive
health services.

Republicans have continued to ignore
Flint, Michigan, where the children are
still drinking poisoned water and peo-
ple are fleeing the city.

We have too much to do. We need to
get back to work.

—————

EPA OVERREACH IMPACTS
AGRICULTURE

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, the
Clean Water Act, as created, was in-
tended to protect our national water-
ways from industrial pollution. For the
past 40 years, the State and Federal
partnership under that law has helped
improve our lakes and rivers.

However, in recent years, under this
administration, we have seen the Army
Corps of Engineers and EPA continu-
ously overstep their authority to an
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unprecedented degree, despite clear op-
position and legal barriers.

In fact, in 2012, the Supreme Court
condemned EPA’s practice of using the
law to persecute farmers and ranchers
with absolutely no proof or due process
offered to these landowners.

Again, early this year, the Supreme
Court shut down EPA’s ongoing at-
tempts to exempt their actions lim-
iting property rights from traditional
challenges, one of our Nation’s most
fundamental rights.

This is not a fight over clean water;
it is a fight about Federal control. The
creators of this law never intended for
bureaucrats to have control of nearly
every ditch, puddle, or pond they can
get their hands on, while trying to reg-
ulate everyday activities like plowing,
explicitly exempted under the law. Yet
we continue to see this administration
use their own very imaginative inter-
pretations to harass property owners.

It is certainly unfortunate we have
to pass additional legislation to require
bureaucrats to stay within the law, but
that is what we will do. I have an
amendment in the appropriation bill
just passed that will help do that and
rein it in.

———
YET CONGRESS HAS DONE
NOTHING

(Mrs. LOWEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, in the
face of extraordinary suffering, we are
not asking for extraordinary courage
from Members. We are asking for com-
monsense measures most Americans
support.

Thousands of children in Flint have
been exposed to lead, yet Congress has
done nothing. Over 4,000 Americans
have been infected with Zika ahead of
peak mosquito season, yet Congress
has done nothing. Gun violence in
America is an epidemic, killing over
30,000 Americans each year, yet Con-
gress has done nothing.

It is cowardly to return to our con-
stituents for 7 weeks without action. It
is cowardly for this majority to run
from our responsibilities because they
are scared of the NRA when Americans
consistently live in fear of gun vio-
lence.

This House has done nothing to ad-
dress these real, widespread concerns.
We should not recess without taking
action for the American people.

————
ST. THOMAS MORE

(Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MOONEY of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, a few weeks ago, on June 22,
it was the feast day of St. Thomas
More. I was unable to get to the House
floor that day, so I am going to tell
you a little bit about him today.

Sir Thomas More was known in the
early 1500s as a Renaissance man who
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was an English lawyer, author, social
philosopher, and a statesman. More is
most notably known for his opposition
to King Henry VIII’s separation from
the Catholic Church and refusing to ac-
knowledge King Henry as the supreme
head of the Church of England.

Thomas More was later convicted of
treason and lost his own head in 1535.

St. Thomas More was canonized in
1935 by Pope Pius XI and was hailed by
Pope John Paul II as the ‘‘heavenly pa-
tron of statesmen and politicians.”

At a time when our country faces
deep partisan divides, let us look to-
ward St. Thomas More for guidance
and strength. In the words of St. More,
“When statesmen forsake their own
private consciences for the sake of
their public duties, they lead their
country by a short route to chaos.”

———

LET’S REVIEW THE HOUSE
REPUBLICAN RECORD

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, well, as the
House Republicans flee town, let’s just
take a minute to review their record:
no budget; no vote on gun violence
measures; no Zika funding; no Flint,
Michigan, fix; no VA appeals overhaul;
no long-term FAA reauthorization; no
Voting Rights Act.

But, wait, they did do a few things.
They voted to make our air and water
dirtier, to degrade our environment, to
interfere with a woman’s healthcare
choices, to roll back ObamacCare, to re-
institute discrimination in our laws.
They even voted to screw elephants
and polar bears. They also voted to
waste millions of taxpayer dollars on
hours of meaningless hearings.

So I say, Mr. Speaker, don’t under-
estimate the American public. You can
run, but you cannot hide.

———

GIVE THE PEOPLE A VOTE ON THE
ISSUES

(Mr. LYNCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I have
three bills that I am a cosponsor of—
reasonable bills. One is to stop suspects
on the terrorist watch list from acquir-
ing firearms; one is to require uni-
versal background checks so that we
are sure that the people who do buy
firearms are psychologically capable of
doing so; and another bill to study the
health impacts of gun violence in
America.

All across my district, I have re-
ceived many, many, many, many calls.
From the streets of Dorchester and
South Boston and the North End in the
city of Boston to the historic cities of
Quincy and Brockton, the city of
champions; from the beautiful towns in
the north of my district, like Norwood
and Dedham and Walpole and
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Westwood to the south shore towns of
Scituate, Abington, Hingham,
Cohasset, and Hull, it is pretty near
unanimous in my district. And the peo-
ple that I represent would like to have
a vote on this issue.

I think that is our job, that is our
duty, and we should get to the business
of taking up these bills and giving the
people of the United States a vote on
these issues.

———

AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE
ACTION

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, the American
people are demanding action to keep
guns out of the hands of people who
shouldn’t have them. Instead, the peo-
ple’s House has been adjourned without
a single vote on commonsense, life-
saving legislation.

We need to be voting on legislation
that expands background checks to
keep dangerous people from getting
these deadly weapons.

Mr. Speaker, this commonsense, bi-
partisan legislation is supported by 80
percent of the American public. Give us
a vote. It is past time for House Repub-
licans to stop ignoring their voices. In-
stead of taking real action, Repub-
licans are playing games with a tooth-
less NRA bill that does nothing to keep
our communities safe.

Whether it is the Flint water crisis
emergency, Zika threats, or gun safety,
the American people deserve action,
not just thoughts and prayers and mo-
ments of silence and 7 weeks out of ses-
sion. The political gamesmanship
won’t stop the bloodshed, won’t bring
clean water to Flint, or prevent the
Zika virus from spreading.

Mr. Speaker, let’s actually do some-
thing. Let’s do something to secure our
children, our families, our Nation. We
should do our job, but, once again, Con-
gress is missing in action.

———

CONGRESS ADJOURNS WITHOUT
ACTING ON URGENT NEEDS

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, this
do-nothing Congress is adjourning for 7
weeks without acting on our urgent
public health needs: gun violence,
Zika, and the Flint water crisis.

Republicans have bent to the will of
the gun lobby and refused to consider
bipartisan legislation to prevent gun
violence.

Republicans have refused to suffi-
ciently fund our response to the Zika
virus and, instead, used this crisis as a
way to advance their anti-choice agen-
da.

And Republicans have failed to ad-
dress the long-term damage done to the
children of Flint by lead-poisoned
water. We should be working to fix our
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water infrastructure in Flint and
across America so this tragedy never
happens again. And, again this week,
Republicans blocked an amendment on
the Interior-Environment bill to help
the families of Flint.

Now Republicans are heading to a 7-
week recess without doing their jobs,
standing up for the health and safety of
the American people.

———

I AM DEEPLY DISAPPOINTED

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, today,
the House of Representatives will re-
cess for a T-week district work period.
Of course, I look forward to going home
to Oregon to spend time with my fam-
ily and meet with my constituents, but
I am deeply disappointed that the
House is going into recess without tak-
ing meaningful action to keep our com-
munities safe.

It has been 1 month since 49 people
were gunned down in Orlando, almost a
year since 9 people were killed at Ump-
qua Community College in Roseburg,
Oregon, and 3% years since 20 children
and 6 educators were murdered in New-
town. Yet Congress has taken no action
to make American communities safer
from gun violence.

I am disappointed that we are going
back home without passing the bipar-
tisan, commonsense, comprehensive
background-check bill that is sup-
ported by an overwhelming majority of
Americans.

We need to fund efforts to combat
Zika and help people in Flint, Michi-
gan, and across this country who do
not have access to safe drinking water.
Our constituents are counting on us to
keep them safe, and they deserve so
much better than this congressional in-
action.

———
O 1445
GUN VIOLENCE

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, every
day, 91 Americans lose their lives to
gun violence. Americans are fed up
with Republicans’ dangerous obstruc-
tion of bipartisan, commonsense gun
violence legislation. House Republicans
won’t even allow a vote. They won’t
even allow a vote on the gun violence
prevention laws.

Instead, we are leaving Washington,
led by the empty House that you see on
the Republican side, for almost 2
months, for the longest summer con-
gressional recess in 60 years, aban-
doning the people who put them in of-
fice.

I urge my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to work with us to pro-
vide some form of balance and relief for
all those who have been victims of gun
violence across this country.
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We, my Democratic colleagues, have
received overwhelming support across
this country not only for gun enforce-
ment from our faith leaders, but the
families of those who lost lives to this
epidemic of gun violence in this coun-
try.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for action.
And the time for action is now.

———

GUN VIOLENCE PREVENTION

(Mr. LEWIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise be-
cause I cannot believe it. I cannot be-
lieve that the Republican Members of
Congress would leave Washington, the
Nation’s Capital, for 72 weeks without
taking a single step to respond to the
real suffering, the real pain, the real
hurt, the real despair of the American
people.

Mr. Speaker, there is so much hurt,
so much hate, so much violence. We
have a moral obligation, a mission, and
a mandate to do something about gun
violence. Too many of our sisters and
brothers have suffered. Too many have
lost their lives. They have lost too
many of our children, too many of our
mothers and fathers, too many of our
friends and neighbors.

Where are the leaders? Do you have
any courage, Republican Members of
Congress? Where is your leadership?

It is a disgrace, it is a shame that
you would leave Washington and not do
anything about gun violence.

———

ZIKA FUNDING

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, a little over
an hour ago, we finished voting. Right
now, most of my Republican colleagues
are leaving Washington for the longest
summer recess in 60 years. Many Amer-
icans will be surprised to hear this.
There are so many issues we have yet
to address.

Do my Republican colleagues actu-
ally think we have earned this break?

We are well into mosquito season and
Congress has yet to provide meaningful
emergency funding to battle the spread
of Zika. In the United States, we al-
ready have seen 560 cases of Zika in
pregnant women and 7 babies already
born with birth defects.

My Republican colleagues are leaving
Washington without providing any aid
to help the thousands of children suf-
fering lead poisoning in Flint, Michi-
gan. My colleagues are taking a 2-
month vacation without lifting a finger
to act on lifesaving, commonsense leg-
islation to keep guns out of the hands
of terrorists and criminals.

God forbid there will be another mass
shooting in the next 2 months. The
American people will have a sick feel-
ing knowing that Congress did nothing
to try to prevent it.

The American people deserve better
than that. We did not earn this recess,

July 14, 2016

and I urge my Republican colleagues to
cancel their vacations until we tackle
these issues.

———

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Ms. LOFGREN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, here in
the House, the majority decides the
schedule. Right now, that is the Repub-
licans. We have met for 74 days, and
now we are leaving until after Labor
Day. It is unbelievable.

What haven’t we done?

We have not closed the loophole to
prevent gun violence or passed a bill to
keep from selling assault weapons to
people on the terrorist watch list. That
is incredible. Maybe some people aren’t
surprised because of our suspicion that
the NRA owns the Republican Party.

What is even more astounding is the
lack of funding for Zika. We passed a
measure that was half of what was re-
quested not by the President, but by
the Centers for Disease Control, the
scientists. We turned our backs on
their request and, incredibly, put into
the measure a requirement that you
can’t provide birth control.

Don’t you think that women who are
facing the Zika virus and who want to
postpone pregnancy because they don’t
want to have a child who is disabled
should be able to get birth control?

———

HONORING RODOLFO PINON

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, it is a shame
that the Republican leadership chose
to adjourn the House without working
to keep Americans safe from gun vio-
lence, lead poison in their water, and
the Zika virus.

However, I rise today to recognize
Mr. Rodolfo Pinon of Blythe, Cali-
fornia, an outstanding leader, husband,
and father in my district.

Rodolfo is a humble man with a deep
and rich passion to serve others. He
gives voice to the voiceless and has im-
proved communities and changed many
lives.

With Pueblo Unido, he has installed
water filters to 25 mobile home parks,
where too many communities face the
health threat of drinking water con-
taminated with arsenic. He has paved
38 mobile home parks in the commu-
nity, improving the quality of life of so
many residents. He has helped count-
less hardworking and poor families find
affordable housing. He is loved and is a
friend and inspiration to many he has
mentored.

Unfortunately, Rodolfo was recently
diagnosed with advanced liver cancer.
His family and loved ones are going
through this terrible illness. My mes-
sage is that we hope Rodolfo and his
family find strength and comfort
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knowing that, as a community, we ap-
preciate and thank him. We also appre-
ciate his signature cowboy hat, boots,
and big silver belt buckles.

The best way to honor Rodolfo is to
practice his selfless love for others,
justice, and service to the community.

———

GUN VIOLENCE EPIDEMIC

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to express my severe dis-
appointment about congressional inac-
tion on the gun violence epidemic that
is plaguing our communities.

Once again, we are breaking for re-
cess without a vote on any gun vio-
lence prevention measures. This time,
we will be leaving for 7 weeks—the
longest period of time in recent his-
tory.

Every moment that we don’t act, we
flood even more streets with dangerous
weapons, we equip even more criminals
with guns, and we risk losing even
more lives to senseless gun violence.

So for another 7 weeks, the American
people have to wait for action. For an-
other 7 weeks, Congress is neglecting
its duty to the American people. For
another 7 weeks, we are putting our
families, friends, and loved ones at
risk.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that sometime
within the next 7 weeks you will find
the courage to listen to your constitu-
ents in Janesville and call up a com-
monsense gun violence measure for a
vote.

——————

GIVE US A VOTE

(Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with great con-
cern as the Republic majority has al-
lowed the House to head home for 52
days without addressing the gun vio-
lence epidemic, providing resources to
respond to Zika, or doing anything
about the Flint water crisis. And that
is just to name a few issues.

Mr. Speaker, our constituents elected
us to focus on their needs: growing our
economy, creating jobs, improving edu-
cation for our children, improving and
ensuring safety and security in their
communities.

Now, we are about to leave town
without handling at least these three
incredibly concerning issues. I urge my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
to see reason, work with us to find a
path to compromise, get back to doing
their jobs, and give us a vote.

———

SILENCE OF INACTION

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, we Demo-
crats are here to act. The Republicans
leave here with stony silence: the si-
lence of inaction on Zika; the silence of
inaction on the needs of Flint; the si-
lence of inaction on the no fly, no buy
and background checks.

Years ago there was reference to an
American silent majority. Today it is
the Republican congressional majority
that is silent. What the vast majority
of Americans want is action on Zika,
action on Flint, and action on gun vio-
lence.

———
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Ms. CASTOR of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
it is unconscionable that Republicans
are adjourning the House early rather
than staying to work on issues to keep
Americans safe, whether that is giving
us a vote to prevent dangerous people
like terrorists from obtaining a ma-
chine gun or keeping toxic water from
flowing in Flint, Michigan, or address-
ing the Zika public health crisis.

Zika really hits home for me because
I represent the Tampa Bay area in the
State of Florida. It was January when
we had the first cases of Zika an-
nounced in Florida. It was February
when public health experts, including
the CDC and the President, said we
need an emergency bill to develop vac-
cines to prevent birth defects and diag-
nose cases. It was March when we had
hearings where public health experts
expressed a sense of urgency of the
Congress to act.

But here we are in July, 6 months
later, with almost 300 cases in Florida,
and 43 are pregnant women. We had the
first case in Florida of a baby born
with microcephaly. It is very serious.
Those babies can’t see, they can’t hear,
they can’t walk.

I am proud of my Democratic col-
leagues who have remained in the Cap-
itol to work.

I am asking: Where are the Repub-
licans? Why did you adjourn early
rather than stay here to work to keep
the American people safe?

———
NRA: NO REPUBLICAN ACTION

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, once
again, here we are. Democrats are here,
ready to roll up their sleeves and work
to do what we need to do for the Amer-
ican people.

I have been to a briefing on Zika. We
have seen what the whole issue around
gun violence has meant for this coun-
try.

Why aren’t we here to do the work of
the American people? Why aren’t we
here to answer their call?

We have the issue in Flint.
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Why would we leave Americans in
the lurch without clean water to
drink? Why?

My colleagues on the other side have
good will, but why can we not do the
things we need to do for the American
people?

It is unconscionable that we have ad-
journed and they have left town. It is
irresponsible. The people have sent us
here to do the work of the people.
These things are critical to moving
this Nation forward, and we cannot get
anything done because of NRA: No Re-
publican Action.

————
O 1500

ZIKA REPRESENTS A SERIOUS
THREAT

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, there is
no disputing it, Zika represents a seri-
ous threat to global health and secu-
rity. It is irresponsible and dangerous
that Republicans plan to leave Wash-
ington for a 7-week recess without pro-
viding the resources to combat this
threat.

The Zika virus is spreading explo-
sively throughout the Americas, with
active local transmission in 31 coun-
tries and territories. More than 3,600
Americans, including more than 600
pregnant women in 45 States, D.C., and
three U.S. territories, have already
been diagnosed with the Zika virus,
and more transmission is expected.

Mr. Speaker, it is not a matter of if
we will have local transmission of the
Zika virus in the Continental United
States, it is a question of when.

Despite that risk, Republicans refuse
to provide the resources to address this
public health crisis. Instead, they have
insisted on saddling potential funding
with irrelevant and damaging partisan
riders.

Make no mistake about it, without
swift action, we are gambling with the
health of our Nation. The time is now
for Congress to work in a bipartisan
fashion and provide the necessary
funds to protect individuals across this
Nation.

———

LAMEDUCK CONGRESS

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the Republicans shot out of here
like mice when you cut the lights on;
so busy to get to their convention,
their Titanic convention in Cleveland,
where they will nominate Donald
Trump to be their next President, all
the while, leaving the people of Flint,
Michigan, up the river without a pad-
dle.

Then, on top of that, to take no ac-
tion on funding Zika and to pass a bill,
but no funding, is like sending soldiers
into war without a weapon or, worse
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yet, sending them to war with a gun
that they didn’t know didn’t have any
bullets in it.

It is really criminal that my friends
from the other side of the aisle would
leave America in the lurch, leaving us
only 17 legislative days when we return
in 7 weeks to do the work of the people,
only 17 days left before the lameduck
session. And, really, I believe that this
Congress has been operating as a lame-
duck since it began.

———

CONGRESS IS SILENT ON GUN
VIOLENCE

(Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, this Republican Congress has
left this Chamber early without ad-
dressing a public health crisis in this
country called gun violence.

The Republican Congress may find
comfort in remaining silent, in doing
the bidding of the gun lobby, in turning
its back on the American people. But
our inaction disservices our constitu-
ents and the tens of thousands of fami-
lies who have lost their loved ones to
gun violence. Millions more worry that
they and their families are not safe,
and if mothers can’t sleep at night
knowing their children are safe from
harm, neither should this Congress.

I challenge my colleagues who have
left here early to be silent to engage
their communities when they go home.
Find the courage to do the right thing
and reject the gun lobby’s heavy hand.

Let’s bring the will of the American
people to this body and pass common-
sense legislation. Do not be on the
wrong side of history. Do not bet
against the American people. Stand
with us to end this deadly silence.

—————
REPUBLICAN INACTION

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, today,
the House adjourns for a 7-week recess,
and House Republicans are leaving
town for 52 days without any action to
address the many issues before our
great Nation. Yet, we find ourselves
trapped, trapped in congressional inac-
tion, with Speaker RYAN telling the
American people: See you in Sep-
tember.

Trapped because Republicans have
failed to bring legislation to the House
floor that would address our Nation’s
gun violence epidemic.

Trapped in the height of summer be-
cause House Republicans have failed to
provide critical resources to respond to
the Zika health crisis.

Trapped, and the residents of Flint
are still waiting for Congress to do
something to help them.

Mr. Speaker, we are trapped with do-
nothing Republican leadership. We
should not be leaving today for 52 days
in the face of so many pressing needs.
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We should stay here. We should work
together. We should move legislation
that protects the American people. It
is what our constituents expect and,
most importantly, they deserve that.
We should not be trapped.

———

IT IS TIME TO PUT THE WILL OF
THE PEOPLE FIRST

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to urge my Republican col-
leagues to do their jobs, pass legisla-
tion that moves our country forward.

House Democrats have led sit-ins
here on the floor. We have led vigils on
the floor, and we have demanded action
at press conferences right outside the
House floor. But despite it all, no real
legislation has been passed on the
House floor.

Speaker RYAN refuses to do the work
that we were all elected to do. Ninety-
seven percent of Americans have spo-
ken. They want gun reform, not a 6-
week vacation for their Representa-
tives.

For 52 days, the Republican-led Con-
gress has done nothing. Instead of pass-
ing commonsense legislation for gun
reform, House Republicans are going
on summer vacation. Instead of pro-
viding adequate funding for the Zika
health crisis, House Republicans are
going on summer vacation. Instead of
addressing the Flint water crisis,
House Republicans are going on sum-
mer vacation.

It is unacceptable. I am disappointed.
It is irresponsible leadership. I call on
Speaker RYAN and Congress to come
back in session, finally do the work
that we were elected to do.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, to put the
will of the people first.

———

CONGRESS HAS UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I stand
here today in this wonderful House
with so many of my colleagues to
speak forcefully to the issue of unfin-
ished business that is continuing to
mount.

The silence in the House now will be
deafening for 52 days. The paralysis
caused in the lives of too many shows
a gross sense of insensitivity and dis-
respect.

We are asking for action on several
bills. We don’t think that we should
leave for these 52 days and, worse yet,
close down session days before it was
scheduled to close.

We have a Zika virus crisis that is
gripping the lives of many, and it is
starting to have its presence felt in
these United States, issues that will
cost us tens of millions of dollars per
child because of an inaction to address
the Zika virus.
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We have a crisis in Flint that has not
been responded to, where we have
walked away from families and their
needs for the given need of drinking
water.

I have a bill, the Aqua bill, that we
need to address on this House floor.
Let’s do our business. Let’s not walk
away from our responsibilities. Let’s be
sensitive to America. No vacation if we
have not done our work.

———

CRITICAL UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Mr. POCAN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Speaker, Congress
has earned its longest summer recess
in more than 3 decades. I mean, this
session we have done so much.

Take, for example, our quick re-
sponse to the Zika health crisis. Oh,
wait, not that one.

Well, what about how Congress pro-
vided emergency funding to the people
of Flint, Michigan? Oh, wait. Scratch
that. Republicans blocked that meas-
ure as well.

But at least we were able to pass
commonsense gun violence prevention
laws that 9 out of 10 Americans favor.

Mr. Speaker, I think I brought the
wrong list up here because the GOP
majority blocked those bills from com-
ing to the floor as well.

The reality is the Republican major-
ity has done little to nothing to de-
serve this 7-week recess. Hardworking
Americans elected their Members of
Congress to do their job on behalf of
the American people. It is shameful
and embarrassing to leave town with
these critical items unfinished.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF SETH
RICH

(Mr. ASHFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I stand
with my colleagues and lament that we
are going home without addressing
these very difficult issues.

Mr. Speaker, this week the Omaha
community lost a treasured son. I
stand before you today to honor the
memory of 27-year old Seth Rich. Seth
was returning home early Sunday
morning when he was the victim of a
tragic and senseless shooting just 1
block from his Washington, D.C., home.

Seth had dedicated his all-too-brief
career to public service that began in
high school and blossomed in college
before he set out to change things for
the better in our Nation’s Capital.
While his life was cut short, his legacy
and work to expand access to voting
for millions of Americans will not be
lost.

Seth’s family and friends remember a
passionate young man out to do good
works from whatever platform he was
given. A Nebraskan through and
through, although he now called D.C.
home, Seth could be found cheering on
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the  Husker football
Creighton basketball team.

No one deserves this kind of senseless
violence, and the thoughts and prayers
of all Nebraskans go out to Seth’s fam-
ily.

team and

————

CONGRESS HAS MORAL
RESPONSIBILITY TO ACT

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, when we
were elected to serve, we were charged
with a responsibility, the responsi-
bility to give our constituents a voice
in Washington. They are crying out for
action on the public health emer-
gencies that are plaguing our country.

And if we do not act, why are we
here?

We need to vote on legislation that
makes an impact on the epidemic of
gun violence in our country. The Amer-
ican people are demanding a vote, and
we have a moral obligation to take ac-
tion. For each of us, it is personal. In
every community in this country, the
effects of gun violence have left scars
that will never heal.

Congress also needs to act imme-
diately on Zika. We must fund the
President’s request that was made 5
months ago. We must not put Amer-
ican women in the predicament of
choosing whether or not they should
get pregnant or, if they are already
pregnant, wondering whether or not
their baby is okay.

We are also facing a nationwide
opioid epidemic that is sounding
alarms that we must heed. We are all
seeing this in our districts.

And the lead poisoning of thousands
of children in Flint, Michigan, and
across our country has not dis-
appeared. Over 500,000 children every
day are affected by lead poisoning.

We were elected to vote on issues
working families care about. The Re-
publican majority left town, abdicating
its responsibility and leaving the
American people at risk.

———

REPUBLICAN INACTION

(Ms. MATSUI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, today,
House Republicans are leaving town for
52 days. That is 52 days that we won’t
be taking action to address public
health crises like Zika and the Flint
water crisis. Time and time again,
House Republicans have blocked mean-
ingful emergency funding needed to
protect the health and safety of Amer-
ican families.

And even as Americans continue to
lose their lives every day, House Re-
publicans still have not answered our
call for a vote on bipartisan gun vio-
lence prevention legislation. We have a
responsibility to protect the safety of
the American people.
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Mr. Speaker, it is time we answer the
call of communities across this coun-
try who are demanding action on com-
monsense solutions like strengthening
our background check system and en-
suring we keep guns out of the hands of
suspected terrorists.

Families are counting on us. Let’s do
our job.

——————

CONGRESS HAS COMPELLING
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

(Ms. TSONGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, last
month I sat with parents who lost chil-
dren to gun violence. There was such
sorrow in the room.

“When I lost my son, I lost myself,”
one mother said.

Another said: “Until we get these
guns off the streets, the cycle is going
to continue.”

As T listened to their stories, I heard
again the tragic ways that gun vio-
lence so abruptly takes lives and dev-
astates families and communities
every single day, and I took to heart
their message that too many weapons
are too easily available.

Preventing weapons from getting
into the hands of terrorists, criminals,
domestic abusers, and the dangerously
mentally ill is common sense and es-
sential to our security, and there are
bipartisan bills in Congress right now
that would do just that.

Mr. Speaker, we should not be leav-
ing town with such compelling unfin-
ished business. We should be voting on
commonsense, bipartisan legislation
that keeps guns out of the hands of
dangerous individuals.

0 1515
ZIKA VIRUS

(Mr. HECK of Washington asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HECK of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, Zika virus—there is no vaccine, and
there is no treatment. It kills the weak
and the frail. The fancy term is it is
also teratogenic. It disrupts regular
embryonic development—teratogenic.
It has infected 1,000 Americans—200
pregnant women. It is spread by mos-
quitos that are just emerging from
their winter dormancy.

What are we doing about it? We are
going home for 7 weeks.

As this body has descended further
and further into dysfunction, I have
heard a lot of rationalizations: ‘‘Con-
gress just waits until the last minute’’;
‘““they have to see real consequences be-
fore they take action’; ‘‘let the body
work through regular order.”

I reject them all. For the second time
in 3 years, this body has had and faced
a devastating, urgent public health cri-
sis.

What has been our response? Missing
in action.
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We acted too late with Ebola, and
now, with Zika, we are not acting at
all. Democracy can’t work if we don’t
work.

I don’t yield back, Mr. Speaker. I
don’t yield now. I don’t yield in Sep-
tember. I don’t yield in November, and
I don’t yield in December until we do
our work.

Come back. Fight this disease.

——————

SALVADOR ESPARZA AND WORK
LEFT UNDONE

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr.
Speaker, at just 4 years old, Salvador
Esparza already had a reputation for
lighting up a room whenever he walked
in. His aunt called him ‘‘a sweet boy
with a passion for soccer and
Spiderman.”

But now pictures and memories are
all that remain. Last week, Salvador
was shot and killed in a drive-by shoot-
ing on his own front porch in my Cali-
fornia district. Like him, 91 people are
killed by guns each day.

But people like Salvador deserve to
be more than a statistic. That is why I
joined 350 people in front of Pasadena
City Hall last week at a vigil to call for
an end to gun violence. They are hurt-
ing.

Now is the time for Congress to take
action to save lives. But, instead, Re-
publicans decided to end session early
and push lifesaving work on guns,
Zika, and the Flint water crisis aside.

The American people elected us to do
our job. They deserve better.

———

HOUSE REPUBLICANS HAVE CUT
AND RUN ON THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, here we
are, House Democrats, right here in the
House, ready to work. Where are House
Republicans? Well, they have escaped
for 52 days without taking care of the
Nation’s business.

That’s right, escaped—you know,
left, fled, absconded, disappeared, de-
parted, dodged, bolted, bailed, ducked
out, burst out, shipped out, made off,
cut and run. That is what House Re-
publicans have done.

But here is what is left undone: the
opportunity to protect our children
and families from the spread of the
Zika virus, from a concern to a public
health crisis; the opportunity to pro-
vide clean drinking water for over 9,000
children in Flint, Michigan, poisoned
with lead.

This is serious. In fact, it is sobering.
In the next 52 days that the House Re-
publicans have escaped, 4,732 American
men, women, and children will lose
their lives to gun violence, including 67
who will be killed with a gun as a re-
sult of domestic violence. Mr. Speaker,
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6,780 perpetrators have already gotten
their hands on guns through the loop-
hole.

Where are House Republicans? You
got it. They are on vacation.

So shame on House Republicans for
not acting to protect our communities
from the epidemic of gun violence by
passing 100 percent background checks
no matter where a gun is purchased
and preventing terrorists from buying
a gun when they can’t even get on a
plane. Shame on House Republicans for
cutting and running on the American
people.

——————

CONGRESS’ APPROVAL RATING

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, a recent
poll showed that Congress has an ap-
proval rating of 12 percent. Nobody in
their right mind would ever think that
is a good rating.

It is no wonder that our poll ratings
are so low. We have left now for 7
weeks—b52 days, as you have heard—
without funding Zika, despite the fact
that it is spreading throughout the
Southwest United States and the terri-
tories.

We have left now for 52 days—T7
weeks—without passing commonsense
gun safety legislation, despite the ter-
rible tragedies we are seeing in all of
our communities every day.

We have left town without addressing
the opioid epidemic in any meaningful
way through funding.

Now, listen. Our constituents didn’t
send us here to go on vacation. They
have sent us here to do the work of the
people. And anybody who thinks that
the people—our constituents—are not
going to notice that we are not here
doing this work for 7 weeks doesn’t un-
derstand what the House Democratic
Caucus intends to do for the next 2
months, because we intend to remind
our constituents every single day of
the job that we were elected to do.

——————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has agreed to
the following resolution:

S. RES. 534

Whereas William L. Armstrong (in this
preamble referred to as ‘‘Bill Armstrong’’)
was born in Fremont, Nebraska, and at-
tended Tulane University and the University
of Minnesota;

Whereas Bill Armstrong was a broadcaster
and owner of media outlets, such as radio
stations and newspapers;

Whereas Bill Armstrong served in the
Army National Guard of the United States
from 1957 to 1963, which brought him to Colo-
rado;

Whereas at age 25 Bill Armstrong was
elected to the Colorado House of Representa-
tives, where he served from 1963 to 1964;

Whereas Bill Armstrong then served in the
Colorado Senate from 1965 to 1972, where he
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became Majority Leader after only 4 years of
service;

Whereas Bill Armstrong served the people
of Colorado in the United States House of
Representatives from 1973 to 1979 and in the
United States Senate from 1979 to 1991;

Whereas Bill Armstrong served honorably
as the Chairman of the Senate Republican
Policy Committee from 1985 to 1991;

Whereas Bill Armstrong was a strong con-
servative who consistently advocated for
such matters as fiscal discipline and tax re-
form, pay and benefits for military service
members, and the support of small busi-
nesses;

Whereas Bill Armstrong worked to pass
the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 (Pub-
lic Law 97-34, 95 Stat. 172) and was recognized
multiple times with the ‘“‘“Taxpayers’ Friend”’
award by the National Taxpayers Union;

Whereas Bill Armstrong was named the
“‘military pay champion” of the Senate by
the Army Times;

Whereas Bill Armstrong was an ardent
champion of small business;

Whereas Bill Armstrong earned the
“‘Guardian of Small Business’” award from
the National Federation of Independent
Business, and the Colorado Association of
Commerce and Industry Public Service
Award in 1982 for his distinguished service to
the people of Colorado;

Whereas Bill Armstrong was instrumental
to the passage of title I of Public Law 96-560
(94 Stat. 3265) (commonly known as the ‘‘Col-
orado National Forest Wilderness Act of
1980’"), which preserved 1,400,000 acres of
land;

Whereas Bill Armstrong continued to serve
the people of Colorado for the last 10 years as
president of Colorado Christian University;

Whereas Bill Armstrong possessed a strong
faith and lived his life accordingly;

Whereas Bill Armstrong led hundreds of
prayer breakfasts and served on the board of
Campus Crusade for Christ and Christian
Businessmen’s Committee USA;

Whereas Bill Armstrong was a person of
firm principle, worked towards meaningful
solutions, and described himself as ‘‘rel-
atively inflexible on principles, but flexible
on the details’’;

Whereas, throughout his life, Bill Arm-
strong demonstrated great integrity and re-
markable leadership; and

Whereas Bill Armstrong touched the lives
of all those he served and helped families
across Colorado through his devotion to pub-
lic service: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate has heard with profound sor-
row and deep regret the announcement of the
death of the Honorable William L. Arm-
strong, former member of the United States
Senate;

(2) the Senate instructs the Secretary of
the Senate to communicate this resolution
to the House of Representatives and trans-
mit an enrolled copy of this resolution to the
family of William L. Armstrong; and

(3) when the Senate adjourns on the date of
adoption of this resolution, it stands ad-
journed as a further mark of respect to the
memory of the Honorable William L. Arm-
strong.

The message also announced that the
Senate disagrees to the amendment of
the House to the bill (S. 2943) ““An Act
to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2017 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for
such fiscal year, and for other pur-
poses.”’, and agrees to the request from
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the House for a conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on with instructions, and appoints Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
WICKER, Ms. AYOTTE, Mrs. FISHER, Mr.
CoTTON, Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. ERNST, Mr.
TIiLLIS, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. LEE, Mr.
GRAHAM, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. REED, Mr. NEL-
SON, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MANCHIN,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms.
HirONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KING, and Mr.
HEINRICH to be the conferees on the
part of the Senate.

——
LEAVING FOR AUGUST RECESS

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico.

Mr. Speaker, when we Democrats
held our sit-in on the floor of the
House, I proudly stood up and said that
call to action was, in fact, the reason I
came to Congress—not so much the act
itself, but the rationale behind it.

I came to Congress to get things done
on behalf of my constituents. In fact, it
baffles me, along with my constituents,
that we aren’t even allowed to debate,
much less vote, on an issue as dire and
as important as gun violence.

Now House R